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tribution, nor of any exiſtence of the ſoul 


made it matter of deriſion, and could not 
be prevailed upon to digeſt ſo ſeeming an 
impoſſibility. Indeed, ſuch perſons as think 
there is nothing true but what they can 
thoroughly comprehend the mode af, ſuch 


L» 8 any 


I 
* | 


Arſtafruiis, afterward, they that Te 


denied it, and would admit of Ho final re- 


after death. The Grecian piloſophers 


5 are obſtinately reſolved not to aſſent to 
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2 Teflimonies of the Reſurrefiim, | 
any doQtrine, except it lies upon a level 
with their ſcanty and imperfect under- . * 
ſtandings, may well, as Saint Paul ob- 
ſerves, expoſtulate and object, How are 
the dead eu and with what body. * 


| cbey : ö 


But to thoſe who lee leſs ty 
wiſe, to thoſe who have a more modeſt 
opinion of their underſtanding, or rather, 

who have leſs pride and more learning, it 
will appear neither impoſſible nor abſurd, 
© that God ſhould raiſe the dead, and that 
all who are in the grave ſhould hear his 
voice and come forth. But every man in 

his own order; Chriſt the firſt fruits, after · | 
wards they that are Chriſt's, at his com- 
ing.” Now fince this doctrine of a re- 
ſurrection is of ſo weighty concern to us, 

that upon it the very foundation of our 
faith is laid, and without it religion and 
piety are but empty names; it is there - 
fore highly neceſſary, that the reſurrection 
of Chriſt ſhould be confirmed to us by 
ſome evident and convincing teſtimony ; 
for upon the GO of his, the cerr 
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1 05 o evince; tons is 
| no natural inconſiſteney in-the raiſing of | 
the Ae and that it may be eaſily ef- 


u. That Cha die Aa vids e 
che dead, and become the firſt-fruits of 
chem that ſlept; and that as Chriſt is riſen 
W from the dead, fo ſhall he alſo raiſe all that. 
= are dead, at his coming. a 


m. 1 an mew, wherein the 4 
W and manner of Chriſt's coming to judg- 
ment will conſiſt, eine, NO Ay 


I. There is no natural inco yin 
the raiſing of the dead. We have a type 
or emblem of death and a reſurrection 

in the ſpace of every twenty-four hours z 
does not the day die into night, and be- 
come buried in darkneſs and flence, but 
in the morning it appears again in its uſual 
N * the grave of darkneſs, and 

| 2 15 has... 


4 Teſtimonies of the Reſurredtion,” | 
ariſing · from the death of night? Does nor 
the ſummer die into winter, and is not all 
that verdure and beauty, which the herbs 
and flowers of the field compoſe, butied: in 
the general ſepulchre of the earth; which 
yet in the ſpring; through the enlivening 
warmth of the ſun, 1 riſe and flouriſh 
again? But to come 'yet more home to 
ourſelves; we have an image and reſem- 
blance of death and a reſurrection each 


time we lie down to ſfleep: Are not our 


'fenſes then fettered in chains of inacti- 
vity, and is there not a general ſuſpenſion 
of all our rational operations? are we not 
huſhed in ſilence, reſt and forgetfulneſs ? 
yet in the morning we awake again, each 
ſenſe reaſſumes its proper. object, and each 
faculty returns again to the diſcharge of its 
proper duty. Nay, there ſeems to be a 
continual dying and riſing again through- 
out the whole courſe of nature; death and 
reſurrection ſucceeding one another in their 
mutual turns. And can we think (as one 
has well obſerved) that-man, who is Lord 
of this ſublunary world, and for whom all 


theſe things aaa and revive, ſhould. be ſo b 
detained 
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C n g »> , 
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dead? this would be utterly irreconcileable 
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Dſinonief gf ie Reſurredtion. eg 
detained. in. death as never, to live. again ? 


zor is it imaginable, that God, Who does 
all things in number, weight and meaſure, 


and who always acts according to the un- 
alterable dictates of right reaſon, ſhould 
reſtore all things to man by a conti inued 
ſeries of reſurrections, and not reſtore man 
to himſelf again, by raiſing him from the 


to the infinite wiſdom and goodneſs. of 
God, and our modern unbelievers at this 
rate might have ſome ſhow of n to 


W __ ne 


But 20494 3 3 1 . 
advanced in behalf of this doctrine, I am 


not inſenſible that the ſceptic and infidel 
will ſtill make this objection, that, grant- 
ing there may be ſome faint ſhadows of 
death and a reſurrection, and tho' they may 
ſeem to favour this opinion, yet they none 
of them come up fully to the point, or in 
the leaſt degree remove thoſe difficulties, 
 - which, as he imagines, inſuperably attend 
this doctrine. For, ſays he, how ſhould _ - 
that body be numexically reſtored,, how 


B 3 can 


On the parts of it be re- collected, which 
after death, perhaps have been blown into 
the four quarters of the world, and have 
been diſperſed and ſcattered in earth, ſea 
and air, or which may have been eaten up 
by ſome other body, and that again de- 
voured by another, ſo that the ſame body 

ſhall become part of to or more bodies ? 

"Theſe are the difficulties which perplex 

and confound him; but let us tell him, 
© that his not conceiving how a reſurrection 
can be, is no argument at all againſt the 
poſſibility of it. Let him firſt acquaint ' us 
how he came to be what he is, and we 
will as readily and as eaſily tell him, how 
after his diſſolution he may be made what 
he once really was. Ves, but he knows 

very well his own' original, and after a 
painful and elaborate ſearch of the firſt 
cauſe of things, he finds that he owes his 
- being to chance; and after having obſerved 
the exact proportions, beauty and order in 
the ſtructure of a human body, he learn- 
edly concludes, that the juſtling atoms 
HDappened to combine in that form; that 
is, it owes all the perfection we can 

* wo find 
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the duſt of the earth in a meaſure, in whoſe 
n. nations of the earth are as the 
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the word chance, which is the mere ne- 


| gation of providence and ani can Ne | 
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| an; take an; eſtimate of God's power 


by our own weakneſs, or to make our | 


ſhallow and imperſect underſtanding che 


meaſure of omniſcience? This is, ſurely, 
to conceive mean and unworthy, notions; of 
that glorious Being, with whom. nothing 
is impoſſible, and whoſe wiſdom is infi- 
nite, whoſe knowledge is extended to the 
minuteſt circumſtances of all the tranſac- 
tions that have happened from the begin- 
ning, or which ſhall happen * the . 


lution of the world. bel i 


0 e 60 wh conctetivhe free 


of the firmament, and numbereth the ſand 


of the ſea, who hath meaſured the waters 


in the hollow of his hand, and meted out 


the heavens with a ſpan, and comprehended 


1 drop 


bl 


of a bucket) ang" a a the 


ted ge and -power are thus wonderful, 
ſurely as eaſily reanimate our niovltrtls h 
clay, as he at firſt breathed into it the breath 
of life. There is nothing, though clad in 
the thickeſt darkneſs; concealed from his 
all- ſeeing eye, he knoweth whereof all 
things are made, from what duſt we came, 
and into what duſt we ſhall return. But 
1 hope you are ſatisfied that the reſurrec- 
tion may be eaſily effected by a divine 
power; ; therefore, ed _ Cleared the 


| wry 'T Protea to voy EW: i 

11. Patent 6c chat Chriſt Ge 1 Aus 
riſe from the dead, and become the firſt- 
fruits of them that ſlept.” For this we 
have the teſtimony of wn, of . and | 
Nene himſelf. e e een e 


1 — 


Ar to he ar of "my to r e 
ern we have the witneſſes of thoſe 
pious women, who brought ſpices to anoint 
him dead, but found him alive; and were 
tho firſt publiſhers of his reſurrection. The 
1028 - * twa 


. 


two diſciples, who went to Emmaus, ſaw 
him, converſed, and eat with him: then he 
Was ſeen, of ten of the apoſtles ; then of 
them all, and. ſuffered. Thomas to thruſt 
his hand: into his ſide; then he appeared 
to ſome of them as they were fiſhing; nay, 
cc he was ſeen of five hundred brethren at 
once.” But becauſe the teſtimony of an 
adverſary is thought of greateſt validity in 
ſuch caſes, we have not only the evidence 
of his diſciples, but even of his 3 * 
W Le e ang ; 


| Thoſe ſoldiers, that x were e to 
watch and guard the ſepulchre, and to 

| keep his body from the hands of his diſ- 
ciples, while they watched felt the earth 
trembling under them, and ſaw the 
countenance of an angel like lightning, | 
and his raiment white as ſnow; upon 
which ſight they ſhook, and became as 
dead men, while he whom _ n be- 


nenne 1 et er pant 1 9 ap 


* 1 has the 0b. i Chriſt Sa cont 
firmed: wa the higheſt human teſtimonies, 
e = | both 


os | 1 


; both of his friends and enemies, boch of 
his followers and revilers; and yet for the # 
farther confirmation of ſo neceſſary, ſo 
great and important an event as Chriſt's 
reſurrection, we have a higher teſtimony 
than that of man; and therefore an angel 
from heaven, who was miniſterial in it, 
gave a preſent and infallible witneſs to it. 
„ He deſcended from heaven, and rolled 
back the ſtone from the ſepulchre.“ Nay, 
ve find in Saint John's goſpel, that two 
angels were fitting, the one at the head, 
the other at the feet, where the body of 
Jeſus had lain; who ſaid unto the women, 
why ſeek ye the living among the dead? 

he is not here, he is riſen.” Theſe were 
the witneſſes ſent from heaven, this is the 
an _—_ rvidence of his ref} urrection. 


e if we receive its RY of men 
ad angels, the teſtimony of God is ſtill 
greater, who manifeſtly witneſſed the truth 
of Chriſt's reſurrection in the wonderful 

propagation of his doctrine. The reli- 
gion of the deſpiſed Jeſus did generally 
and * 3 though it contained 
doctrines 
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of the world, and the arguments of the 
ſubtle; it bravely oppoſed the power. of 


— phy tx the Dies 
vity of human nature, but directly con- 
tra ry to the ſtrain and humour of thoſe 


times when it was firſt propagated; for 
at that juncture the Roman empire was 


arrived at its full pride and grandeur, and 
-riches and avarice, pride and ambition had 
poſſeſſed the hearts of almoſt all mankind ; 


yet the doctrines of the goſpel at that very 


time gave countenance to the poor and 
needy, the meek and humble, the contrite 
and afflicted. Nay, and in the mouths of 
a few illiterate fiſhermen, men of no know. 


f = | ledge in arts and ſciences, and unacquaint- | 


down, and triumphed over the philoſoph y 


princes and the intereſt of ſtates, the bias 


of inclination, the - force af cuſtom, the 
blindneſs of zeal, and the pleaſures of ſin, 
In fhort, it prevailed againſt wit, power, 
ſuperſtition, money, nature, and empire, 
which are the chief obſtacles in this world 
that can make a thing impracticable. So 
that the wonderful progreſs of the gaſpel 


is 


is to be aſeribed Rds co the power of G | 
and is a great demonſtration of _—_ 
of it, and of Chriſt's 1 rection, 
which its founglation ſtandds. 5 Fey! 


Abd as Chrift is vilka Beben the er 10 
mall he alſo raiſe thoſe that are dead at 
his coming. Now if Cheif did actually 
riſe, we have a clear demonſtration that a 
reſurrection i is poſſible; and ſince it plainly 
appears that he did riſe, we may be alſo 
certain that we ſhall be at laſt raiſed by 
him; becauſe he is not riſen upon his own 
account only, < but as the firſt- fruits of 
them that ſlept 3. ſo we may reſt fully aſ- 
ſured, that we ſhall not for ever ſleep in 
the grave, but that there ſhall be at laſt a 
reunion of both ſoul and body, and that 
both ſhall live eternally, But for a farther 
confirmation of this great and. important 
truth, we find that at the very ſame time 
that Chriſt broke the chains of death, he 
likewiſe raiſed up other bodies of holy men 
to partake of his triumph; for we read that 
the graves were opened, and that many 


bodies of ſaints which ſlept aroſe, and went 
” into 
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them, has een us Kaos * _ Og us 
5 N e day. Rr 
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Into the holy city and appeared u unto 5 thing? 
And he who raiſed up both himſelf and 


0 PI r 


That the ict x as cats as the 3 


ſhall be raiſed, is plain not only from the 


reaſon of the thing, ſince all ſhall receive 


f the things done in their bodies, whether good 
or bad, but alſo from the expreſs words of 
ſcripture. St. Paul, in the chapter of which 


the text is a part, aſſerts that we ſhall all 
be changed, and that the dead (the dead in 


| general). ſhall be raiſed incorruptible :', 
and our bleſſed Saviour i in the xxvth of $t. 


Matthew tells us, that . before him ſhall 
be gathered all nations; and he ſhall 
ſeparate them one from her: AS a ſhep- 
herd divideth his ſheep from the rd 


at his Ns. to Judgment. 


Of the Anti at manner of which 
Foming to judgment, I am 


III. To give you ſome account. But 
ah „ who. ſhall. ahide the day of his 


| coming 12 or who ſhall ſtand when he ap- 


peareth ? ? 
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peareth ? In that amazing. day all nature 


| ſhall be diſſolved, the heavens ſhall paſs 


away with a great noiſe, and the elements 
ſhall melt with fervent heat; for he ſhall 


come as a refiner's fire. In that amazing ; 


day we ſhall behold our crucified Redeemer 


coming in the clouds of heaven, and 


every way attended ſuitably to the dignity 
of an univerſal Judge; ©* for the chariots of 
the Lord will be twenty thouſand, even 
thouſands of angels; ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand ſhall miniſter unto him; and 


God the Son will appear more dreadfully 


glorious and reſplendent, than did God in 


his holy place of Sinai, when he was begirt 


with thunder and lightning, *Tis then 
that he ſhall deſcend with a ſhout of the 
archangel, and God, even the moſt mighty 
God, ſhall call the world from the riſing 


up of the ſun, to the going down of the 
ſame. He ſhall call the heavens from 


above, and the earth, that he may judge his 


people.” Then ſhall the dead hear his voice 
and ariſe, and mouldering duſt ſhall obey 


the ſummons. © The ſea ſhall give up the 
dead that are in it, and death and the grave 
* meer 


en ab We in Sent. Then 


ſhall be punRually fulfilled-that memora- 


ble ſaying, All kings ſhall fall down be- 
fore er on nations + ay do him ſervice.” 
de Fee will — be — X 
him, and be ſtript of all thoſe marks of diſ- 
tinction which enn 
all re e 35 and 1 3 
eee ae e All other diſtinQions 
are lent us, only that we may have better 
opportunities of doing good, and for the * 
good or bad uſe of them we are then to 
expect reward or puniſhment. When mi- 
niſtring angels have ſeparated the righte- 
ous from the wicked, or in the language of 


| ſcripture t the ſheep from the goats, then =F 


follows the ſacred and irreverſible ſentence, 
* You who have fed the hungry, cloathed 
the naked, viſited the ſick, relieved the op- 
preſſed, comforted the afflicted, and defend- 
ed the cauſe of the fatherleſs and widow, 
come and inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the beginning of the world. But 
you whoſe actions have been the reverſe of 
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: 7 hould reign over you, ; 2 


i588 melee wa ever « bleſſed: 4: Jeſus 1 
vouhicifel << to die for our ſins” and _ 5 
riſe again for our juſtification,” and tri- 
umphed over death and the grave to free 
us from their dominion; ſince he has given 
us full aſſurance of life and immortality, and 
that we ſhall not lie always in the grave, 

but ſhall at laſt be united to him who is en- 
throned in bliſs and glory, and be crowned 
with everlaſting felicity, if we ſmcerely love 
and obey him; let this be our hope and 
the ſtrength of our confidence, and * let us 
be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 

in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as we 
know that our labour ſhall r not 50 in vain.“ 
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And tho? les en W will wh 
be reclaimed, but in ſpite of all conviction 
perſeveres in his wickedneſs ; and tho' the 
impious atheiſt will put the fallacy upon 
himſelf, and diſpute himſelf out of immor- 
tality ; yet let us not ſo far forego our rea- 

198 ſon 
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here, and hot be Mlicitous'W! 
of us hereafter ; but let us cc 
though: our bodieg ee corruption yet 
they ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and ſhall 
be reunited to our e which ate immor- 
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n, or in the man- 


regions of death and I 


£ ſions of life and happineſs; And fince all 0 . 
| theſe terrors and ee the OP 2 8 


ſuade e you to take heed to your ways, tha! 


pared : ſo that whether he ſhall come in 
the evening, at midnight or cock-crowing, 
we may make our appearance with joy, 
<« Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants, whom their 
Lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 8 


voz. II. c SERM- 


E PR as to ak with a ſhortex ce 


tal, and ſhall exiſt eternally, either in the 


W chat our ere Jeſus Chriſt did A eue | 

=_ ariſe from the dead; and that there will be 2 
day when heſhall come in his mote-glorj- _ 
ous majeſty to judge both the quick and te 
dead; I hope Ineed no other motive to per- 5 


that it is of the laſt concern to be duly pre- 
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But when "the fulneſs” of the time was 
"God ſent” forth. his Con . 
"them that were under the Haw, that N 
"might rective the adejtion Us Joie * 36.99, 


„ link 

N all 3 where the afts of God's, 5 prov : 
1 vidence and his diſpenſation with man. 
kind are concerned, it is ſufficient to oon: 4 

| vince us of their reaſonableneſs, conve nes 

ence or neceſſity, that God has wd them, | 
that the wiſdom of an all- perfect mind, the 
goodneſs of the beſt of beings, has deter- 
mined them ſo to be. It is indeed the 
height of arrogance and impiety for any 
one to pretend to ſcan all the myſteries 
of the divine counſel, © or even to ſolve every 


* _ phz- 


o — , Me _ — —— 8 * K 
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eu, Sl wo a-reaſon or every. exent, 
eb low. We ſhort-lighted mortals*1 
but. a 1 ſmall part qi the mighty whole, - 
of the connected khiverſe, and. therefore 
mult be Mien at a, loſs,” hen we ſea 
| the relation, and. mutugk dependence and 
> Propörtions of things, Nay, could we ſes 
through the intire ſcale of created beings; © 
could we comprehend. the place, the degree 5 
and order of every individual, we Should 2 
till want it - wiſdom to diſcover how they. ; 
ought to be managed and diſpoſed. . But 4 
though it be the moſt unpardonable pre- 
ſumption to preſume. to define and- explain ; 
all things, to meaſure. every thing by the 
 *andard of our narrow. views ; yet whete, - 1 
1 a God bas vouchlafed, to. I his counſels pr. WS 


- 
29: 


s, Y o not 0 ay, 
but. ont to conſider them: tis the privi- 
lege, the happineſs of our nature, the dig- 
nity, the excellence of our reaſon, to be 
thus employed. Twould be mean and un- 
generous to ſhut our eyes. againſt t the light . 
% ee, and the beauty of intellec- 
0 3 tual 


> 
: 
42 * S 


ligible. I ſhall therefore a pln gle 0 
clear deductions from ſcripture, and other | 


collateral conſideratiohs} to ſhew, | 2 


+ JO Y, The great ſeaſonableneſs of the mercy N 
of our redemption, how well it was timed. 
45 Go ſent * his Son i in the  fulneſs of 3 


mW. The ende and great 6 Wale of 
that blefling. < God ſent forth his Son 
to redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might Es W | 


1. 1 am to bew the great ſeafonablenely ; 
of the mercy of our redemption ; how well 
it was timed. God ſent forth his Son 
in the fulneſs of time.” Indeed the exacteſt 
wiſdom appears in all the communications 
which God has vouchſafed to make of * | 
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elf to l 
wore to obſerve the gradations of the whole 


anc in clearneſs, according to the ne- 


ceſſities of men. When the traditionary 
knowledge of natural religion began to be 
worn out; when the warnings of Enoch, 
who declueed by divine commiſfion . that 
the Lord would come to judgment with 
ten thouſand of his ſaints,” were little re- 


garded.; when by means of the length of 
men's lives they were tem pted to think that 


their only lot and portion was in this world, 


and accordingly luſt and rapine, irreligion 
and prophaneneſs, injuſtice and oppreſſion, 
_ zlngft univerſally preyailed, for the earth 
_ was filled with violence; God Almi ghty | 
| commanded his ſervant gs: to be a 
preacher of righteouſneſs,” to denounce his 


wrath againſt that faithleſs race of men. 


The poſterity of Noah, who had ſeen or 
heard of this ſevere example of God's ven- 
geance againſt irreligian, were very careful 


to ſhun the charge of atheiſm, and by an 


over- care in that reſpec fell into the con- 
trary extream : the antediluvians had ſaid 
0 3 EG in 


„ 


„ Wing. 


nnn 
. 


1 22 : : On the iet „ 
in their Gli, there was no God, NY 
was the profit of worſhipping him? Theft 


ſucceſſors thefefote, to avoid the guilt” of fo 
black A crime, made o themſelves mai 


85 


every thing around them, 5 


* 


When the weld was HART lun fits Pe. 
| groſſel idolatry, God called Abraham bes 
the midſt of his people, revealed himſelf | 
to him as © his ſhield and great reward; 
and as he had before promiſed a S de 68 
Adam in human nature, * the ſeed of the 
woman victorious over the ſerpent, ſo he 
now promiſed him to Abraham as his 
| ſeed, in whom all the nations of the earth 
-, ſhould be bleſſed:“ that Saviour would not 
only bruiſe the head of the ſerpent, and _ 
ſtroy the dominion of fin, but alſo would 
exalt his people to heavenly bliſs and glory ; ; 
ſo the Patriarchs underſtood it, for . they 
looked for a city which hath foundations, 
Whoſe builder and maker is God ; they de- 
fired a better country, that is a Bezvelly; 3 
therefore God was not aſhamed to be called 
their God, for he hath prepared for them 
A N 
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a city.“ Thus Abraham rejoiced 13 ret 
diſtance to ſee the day of Chriſt, he faw it 


 thro*' the blank ſpace” of unborn ages and 
was glad. Then” did God give him the 
Altun guiſhing rite of *circumoiſion, and 


made him lead an itinerant life, that he 
5 might be as a light 1 in the world; for he 


knew that Abraham would carry his name 
Into the countries whitherſoever he went, as 
well as command his children and houſhold 


after him, that B's ma fear the n of | 


the JON.” | 

Bur Wien that PIs of God qui 
his will, which depended on the weak and 
uncertain conveyance of unwritten tradi- 
tion began to fail, in the groſs ignorance 


and debaſing enthralment of the houſe- of 


bondage; when the Iſraelites began to be 
corrupted by the example of their idolatrous 
maſters ; when under the preſſure of tyranny 
they feared that the God of Abraham, Iſaac 
and Jacob, was not ſuperior to the Gods of 
the nations ; then it pleaſed the almighty 


to make bare his arm, to lead them forth 


de miracles ſufficiently aſtoniſhing to awa- 
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ken the moſt heavy people: 3 them: | 
a written law. to be a ſtandard of religion, 
to which they might conſtantly appeal; he 
gave them a pomp of worſhip, and 3 great 
number of ritual obſervances, to prevent 
their relapſe. By many types and figures 
God ſhadowed out OR work of our. 
redemption, and prep: the Jews for a. 
more excellent diſpenſation and more mer- 
eiful covenant, declaring by Moſes, that 
«© a prophet ſhould the Lord their Gog . 
raife up unto them of their brethren, like 
him (the founder of a new religion), whom - 
they ought to hear.” The God of Iſrael and 
his commandments became famous in all 
the eaſt ; kings and princes owned that ng 
God could fave or deliyer after his ſort. 
God ſent them prophets time after timg _ 
to correct their backſlidings, to point out 
the ſpiritual meaning of their law, but, 
above all, to predict the coming of the 
Meſſiah, to declare the time, the circum- 
ſtances, and the intention of it. To Da- 
vid he was revealed as © the fruit of his 
body.” Iſaiah foretold that“ he ſhould 
be. born of a virgin, and mentioned the 
miracles 
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| dls; mercy that ſhould hath 


him, that * he ſhould make the lame man 
e and the tongue of the dumb 


to ſing.“ He particularly deſcribed his 
mediatorial office, and propheſied the call | 
of the gentiles. And ** in thoſe days (faith 

15 the prophet Jeremiah) will I make a new 


covenant with the houſe of Iſrael and with 


the houſe of Judah, I will put my laws in their 
hearts, and in their minds will I write them, 


and their fins and iniquities will I remember 
no more. Micah marked out Bethlehem- 


Ephratah ” for the place of his birth. Haggai 
and Malachi propheſied that “ he ſhould 


come before the deſtruction of the ſecond 


temple.” Now ſince all theſe characteriſ- 

tics agreed and were fulfilled in the perſon 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and could not poſſibly be 
ied to any other, it follows ann 


vat he was the true Mefhah, 


This i is one ſenſe of our blefſed Savings 


appearing in the fulneſs of time. He came 
into the world exactly at the time foretold 


by the holy prophets. Thus the law and the 


goſpel equally prove and ſtrengthen each. 
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other. But there ny be other g od ns 1 
given, why God all- wiſe, who does every or 
thing in number and meaſure, predetermi- 

ned that time as moſt proper for his Son to 
appear in. He had ſpoken by ſundex L 

Ways and in divers manners in times f 
to the fathers by the prophets, but now in 
theſe laſt days he ſpoke by his Son. When 5 
weaker means would no longer prevail, he 
made uſe of this laft, this greateſt effort of 
his mercy in the worſt of 8 and in N 79 
* or” the oo pn jo 5 


F or no Siriconfitledatile- time -bibbes FOR ap- i 
pearance of our Saviour, prophecy was ceaſ- ö 
ed; and the ſcribes and phariſees, the then 
teachers of the people, contenting them- 
ſelves with ſtrictneſs in ceremonial matters, 

and with a cheap hypoeri ſy, doing every | 


thing to be ſeen of men, and referring all 


to worldly policy, had by their falſe com- 


: ments and gloſſes explained away the force ; 
of the moral law : they had made the prin- 


ciples of natural juſtice bend to their covet- 


ouſneſs; they had taught men how to be 
juſt without honouring or providing for 


. their $ 
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their parents, nd | Bow to to 'be 9 rs 


out the love of God: they preferred th 
obſervation of, . wy a Ke 
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mercy ; FI truth. 11 were e very. de 7 
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& hell than ks was 93 . Thus the 
made void the commandments of G0 
through their tradition; ; ſo corrupt wers 
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And if we look into the | heathen world 


- at that time, we ſhall. find it fallen into 
the loweſt ſink of -wickedneſs. For a de- 


ſeription of it, we need go no farther than 


the firſt chapter of the epiſtle to the Ro- 


mans, where Saint Paul reckons up a black 


catalogue of vices, then commonly prae- 
tiſed : among them. Their poets and hiſ- 


torians give us the very ſame account, and 


repreſent them as an unprincipled genera- 
tion, who had loſt the love of their coun- 


try, 


* 


a 


. 
"%%s 


try, ind fared the Fre indulgetices 
of luxury to all other conſiderations, The 
primitive ſimplicity of manners, the candid 
praiſe of temperance, and ſevere virtue. of 
the old Romans, had intirely given way 
to the rage of ambition, and to the conta- 
gion of debauchery. Nor was the caſe 
better in the reſt of the heathen nations; 
they had loſt every generous inclination 
together with their liberty; univerſal con- 
queſt had ſpread univerſal corruption; the, 
ſpirits of men were ſunk into ſordid effe- 
minacy and flavifh indolence ; or if they 
had an activity, it was only an activity in 
vice. Such was at that time the cendition 
of the world! So much need there was of 
a Redeemer, of a ſpiritual Deliverer, 6 ta 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zea- 
ous of good works!” Can we ever enough 
admire the goodneſs and loving-kindneſs of 
the Lord, who, in proportion as his crea- 
tures were more ſinful and wretched, took 
the more care, and applied the more effec- 
tual remedies for their re-eſtabliſhment in 
the ways of peace and virtue! 


The 


Dot Wt 8 


The diſperſion of 85 Jews among van. 


dus nations, by means of conqueſt 
captivity, had, moreover, made the hiſtory 
of their nation, and their expectation of 


A Meffah, much better known; for Ta- 


citus and Suetonius inform us, that the 


report of a king, who ſhould then ariſe in 
| the caſt, and govern the world, had ſpread 


to the fartheſt limits of the weſt. And fo 


general was the expectation of the Meffiah 


among the Jews at the time of our Savi- 
our's appearing, that we find them on 


occaſion demanding, <* Art thou he that 


ſhould come ? art thou that prophet ? art 
thou the Chriſt ?” But ſo much were they 
blinded with the hopes of a temporal deli- 
verer and of temporal dominion, that they 
could not ſee the characters of majefty in 
the meek and lowly Jeſus. Add to this, 
that the Old Teſtament being tranſlated 2 
conſiderable while before into the Greek 
language, then moſt univerſally under- 
Rood, all ſuſpicion of colluſion was pre- 


vented, dhd ihe reception of the goſpel 


made ſtill more eaſy” 


1 


Don was. | alfo. 3 7 AM WY . | 


 direQtion « of. providence, a. general peace; 5 
the ſound of the trumpet and the din of, 


war, were then ſubſided, . fo that the eim, 4 


voice of truth and reaſon might again be. 
heard; men had leiſure to examine a new 
ſcheme of religion, and to bring its cre-. 
dentials to the teſt, The rhiniſters « of Chriſt, 
had opportunity to travel and propagate the 
Soſpel; z and the rather, becauſe all profeſ- 
ſions of religion were, tolerated by the ma- 
e | 
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3 .#* 3 
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in which our bleſſed Saviour came. into the 
world, though very corrupt in other re- 
| ſpects, was a very enlightened one; that 
| learning and arts then flouriſhed, 85 phi-- 
loſophy was conſiderably improved „ and 
therefore it. was better qualified to break 
through the miſts of error and prejudice, 
to receive c the viſitation of the day-ſpring 
from on high, the beams of the ſun of 
righteouſneſs, who aroſe with healing in 
his wings,” and the full revelation of life 
e But above all, it is the 
| | * 
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5 3 eee to eee ſince 
our religion triumphed. gyer all oppolition 
in ſo learned and inquiſitiye an age, when 

no fallacy could poſibly, be. obtruded, but 

men were ready to examine its proofs, ond. 

to canvaſs/ its doctrines to the uttermoſty | 

it is plain that our religion is founded on 
el bien e can a fake. EM. 

* ie If any o one e ſhall th 1 if 

| the chriſtian religion was ſo. excellent a 
rule of life, it was not promulged many | 
ages ſooner; let it be anſwered, that N 

time when it was publiſhed, appears, upon 
mature diſcuſſion, to have been much the 
moſt proper. Beſides, God forbid that we 
ſhould think that. thoſe good men who, 
died before the birth of our Saviour, had 
no ſhare in the benefits of a Redeemer who 
was to die; who. was, as holy ſcripture 
aſſures us, in the determinate counſel of 
God, « the Lamb lain, from the founda. 
tion, of. the world.” Our Redeemer, (as 
one elegant] y ex preſſes it) far from being 

partial, has graſped the whole globe, and 
his merits extend backwards to the crea- 
bnsF-1}-- 5 „ 


. 


Y by . 


tations of all N And who will pre- 
ſume to ſay, but that, if the chriſtian re- 


ligion had been more early or more ex 
tenſively propoſed, men might have ag- 


gravated their guilt by not embracing it, 
or not living according to it if embraced : 
If it ſhall ſtill be objected, that chriſtia- 


nity, being the only true religion, ought to. h 


be made general, and to be carried through 


the world; that it is hard the poor heathen 
and ſavage Indian ſhould go ſtill unin- 
ſtructed; it is anſwered, that God Al- 
mighty does nothing of that fort by com- 
pulſion; he will not force any man, or 
number of men, to believe aright. The 
chriſtian religion is now eſtabliſhed in the 
world, and when proper human means 
ſhall be uſed to propagate it where it is 
not, God will bleſs them. But he is no 
more obliged to make the ſpiritual advan- 
tages of all men equal, than he is to make 


their natural advantages ſo; he is no more 


| obliged to give all men the ſame oppor- 
tunities for inſtruction, than he is to give 


them the ſame capacities, the ſame talents 
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and goodneſs of God appear, in the great 


creation was ſick, and the more mortally 


| fo, becauſe inſenſible of its ſickneſs, God 
ſent forth his Son,” his well-beloved-Son, 


the Lord of life and glory, to heal their 
wounds, and reſtore health to their ſouls, 
Is not the Lord then loving unto every 


man, are not his tender -mercies over all 


nis works, who, when the neceſſities of 
= condeſcended to viſit them with e med ; 
« O Ephraim (ſaith God) adi ſhall I is | 
unto thee? O Judah, what ſhalt I do 


glorious light,. the moſt 


unto thee? Why is thy goodneſs like the 


* morning cloud ? why, as the early deu, | 


to hear the voice of Moſes and the pro- 


phets, who ſpoke on earth, juſtly ſuffered 
r - 8 * 


* 


i 


24 On the Seaſonableneſs ß 
puniſhment, what verigeance will be our 
due, if we hear not a meſſenger who ſpoke 
i from heaven? How ſhall we eſcape, 0 | 
= we neglect ſo great ſalvation, which 
| fit began to be ſpoken. by the Lord, od 
= . was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
him?” What aſſurance have we not of 
ſufficient ſupport and eheouragement 1 
every pious reſolution, in every good work, 
when his fatherly compaſſion was extend- 
ed, and his grace ſo abundantly ſhed on 
a moſt degenerate age? Herein did God 
— * principally recommend his benevolence to 
__ our praiſe and adoration, that he ſent not 
his Son with a meſlage of vengeance, but 
with a meſſage of peace and reconciliation 
to ungrateful men, who were his enemies 
by wicked works; that he ſent his Son, 
not to condemn the world, but that the 
world through hjm might be ſaved.” Hay- 
ing conſidered how our Lord came in the 
fulneſs of time, I hes Or? a fem re- 
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II. on the e ada great benefit 


of our redemption. *$ God ſent forth his 
7 . Bon 
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curſe and burden of the law, and to give us 


the adoption of ſons.” The law, in itſelf, 


knew no atonement for wilful ſin ; exclu- 


ſive of the propitiation of a $5 B53 the re- 
ward of fin was death; death temporal and 
eternal, Upon _ repentance, ' men might 
hope for pardon from a merciful God, but 


they could not be ſure of it, without 


| ſome ſatisfaction made to his offended juſ- 


tice, The rigorous inſtitution of the la 


required an exact obedience, and would 
not overlook one ſingle breach of its com- 


mands, ſo that no man could be ſaved 


i by the works of it; but the more merci- 


ful covenant of the goſpel, accepts of a 


ſincere obedience and habitual righteouſ- 


neſs, inſtead of perfection; and the greateſt 
ſinner wants no motive heartily to ſet 
about the works of repentance, ſince we 


are aſſured, that . we have an advocate 


with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righte- 


ous, and he is the propitiation for our 
| fins.” Under the law the Jews were 


loaded with a great number of burdenſome 
and heavy rites, of ex penſive and trouble- 
= D 2 ſome 


W e ed u be kept under 0 
the qiſcipline of luſtrations, w | 
ferings'and facrifices, and were obliged t 
fubmit to the painful rite of cireumciftofl. 
The Galatians, to whom Saint Paul ad- 


dreſſes the words of the text, were per- 


funded and influenced by the Jewiſh con- 
verts, to add the obſervation of Moſes s 
law to the precepts of chriſtianity, and to 
be © again entangled in the yoke of bon- 
dage; the apoſtle therefore exhorts them 
earneſtly, to ſtand faſt in the liberty, where | 
with Chriſt had made them free, <« | 
Fooliſh Galatians, who hath bewitched Wes 
that you ſhould not obey the truth? Are ye 
ſo fooliſh, having begun in the ſpirit, are 
ye now made perfect by the fleſh? As 
"many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curſe; for it is written, Curſed 
is every one that continueth not in all 
ings which are written in the book of 
the law, to do them. But Chriſt hath 
redeemed us from the curſe of the law, 
being made a curſe for us.” He hath given 
us a religion as ſpiritual as poffible, and 
hath enjoined us no poltive rites but thoſe 
N "I of | 


wh idk 4 1 * a finally 


The former admits us to. the glorious 


privilege: of being the ſons of God, and 


the latter confirms that bleſſed title to us. 


SERMON XIX. 
| Arguments for the Divine Origin 
of the e apiece 
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Fur this cauſe alſo, thank we God withews 
ceaſing, becauſe when ye received the word 
of God which Je heard of us, ye received 
it not as the word word of "men, tut "(as i 

in truth) im | 


the ſcriptures were publiſhgd, chriſ- 
Aan have unanimouſly received them as 


the word of God, and on that account 


T all times and in all places, ſince 


have paid them the greateſt reverence and : 


* In onder to ſtrengthen our faith, 
5 3 and 


38 | Argument for the * 


and increaſe our reverence in this partij- 
cular, I ſhall now take notice of the ſe- 
veral proofs of this great r fundamental | 


article, 


That the ſcriptures were actually writ- 
ten by the perſons whoſe namies they bear, 
appears from the conſtant and univerſal 
teſtimony, both of the Jewiſh and chriſ- 
tian church; and even from the acknow- 
ledgment * heathens and heretics, who 

ſcrupled not to allow their authenticity. 
It appears alſo, from the long continuance 


of the Autographa, that is, the books that | 


were the hand-writing of the | apoſtles, 
with the church ; and from the canon of 
them being ſo early ſettled by perſons to 
whom it was of great importance not to 
be impoſed upon, and who were very able 
to diſtinguiſh, In fine, it appears from 


frequent quotations of their words, in wri- 
ters of eyery age, down em the apoſtles 


times, 


That they have not been altered or cor- 


rupted, we have ample ſecurity from the 


watchful : 


t 
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watchful providence of God, who would: 
guard his own revelation with -peculiar 
care; from their being tranſlated into many 
dieren languages, and fent into many 
diſtant countries, ſoon after they were 
written; and from the many ſects and par- 
ties that were among chriſtians, who 
would watch over one another, left any 
thing ſhould be interpolated or changed 
in the ſcriptures, in favour of their par- 
ticular * ; 


As * the W readings, which may 
be found in the ſeveral copies of the ſcrip- 
tures, in the original languages, they do 
not in the leaſt affect any article of faith 
or practice; and it is enough, that the 
material points are preſerved ſound and 
uncorrupted. 


That the ſcriptures were written by men 
inſpired or directed by the aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit, we have ſufficient reaſon to 
believe; becauſe the perſons who wrote 
them, and profeſſed themſelves to act by 
inſpiration, wrought great and convincing 

924 miracles 


5 P 
n 


niracles con what OR: 
dlared; and that the apoſtles in particular 
N ſuffered martyrdom, in teſtimony - of the 
truth of their doctrine, appears from pro- 
fane as well as chriſtian authors. "They. 
were unlettered men, of mean education; 
_ who could not palm an impoſture upon 
the world, if they deſired it; nor were they 
ſo deſtitute of underſtanding, as to lay 
| down their lives to atteſt. a falſity, By 
preaching the goſpel, they expoſed them- 
ſelves to much danger and miſery, and 
had no opportunity in that track, to ar- 
rive at riches or honours. It is plain, 
therefore, that they proceeded only upon 
motives of conſcience and * 323 


10 this we may add the intrinſic evi- 
[IR of the ſcriptures themſelves ; the 
plain marks of divine wiſdom which thing 
forth in them, the excellency of the know- 

| ledge they convey, concerning the nature 

and pure worſhip of God, and the expia« 
| tion of fin, and the tetidency of their 
precepts, to the __ order and e | 
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in the ws ee „* been 
r fulfilled, or are. fulfilled at this, | 

day. For ſince no one foroknows. Future. | 
_ contingent events but God, and yet future 


contingencies. have been and are p! 
in the ſcriptures, it i is plain that thoſe ſcrip= 
tures muſt; have been written by perſons 


who received ur: erat, _ that 


al 


all-wiſe Beings: 


- The hes. an 0 s dif. | 


patched, 1 ſhall enquire what confirmation 


th; . 


chriſtianity received from the wonderful 5 


ſucceſs of its firſt preachers, and the amaz- | 5 
ing ſwiftneſs of its propagation, This too, 
indeed, was a en 5 one of the 


propheices, Ae 5 g 


The 8 ſs = went ies 18 


foretold the pollution of the altar by Jo- 


fiah three hundred and ſiæty- one years be- 


fore Joſiah was born. Iſaiah propheſied 


of Cyrus by name above a hundred years 


before the « event ; and Daniel of the profa-· | 


nation 


42 5 Arguments W 


nation of the temple by Antiochus __ 

phanes four hundred and eighty years be- 
fore the accompliſhment. Daniel alſo pre- 
dicts Alexander's conqueſt over the Per- 
ſians, and intimates the amazing rapidity 
with which he ſubdued Perfia, Aſia and 
India, in this expreſſion, „he touched not 
the ground.“ That is, he rather moved 
upon the wing than marched. He reduced 

thoſe countries in a leſs compaſs of time, 
than a traveller could have taken for an ac- 
curate ſurvey of them. And i in the eighth 
chapter he goes on to foretel, that after 
Alexander's death, his kingdom ſhould 
be divided into four parts; ' which was ve- 
rified * the event. ; 


we may, in the next place, conſider 
ſome of the prophecies, which we know 
to be fulfilled at this day. Babylon ſhall 
be no more inhabited for ever, neither ſhall 
it be dwelt in from generation to genera- 
tion.” And again, I will deliver them 
(the Jews) to be removed into the kingdoms 
of the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach, 
and a proverb, and a taunt, and a curſe, in 


all 
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all places whither I ſhall drive them.“ 
Which our bleſſed Saviour afterwards pre- 
dicted more particularly, * They ſhall fall 

by the edge of the ſword, and ſhall be led 
away captive into all nations : and Jeru- 
ſalem ſhall be trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles, until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 


filled.“ 


Accordingly the Jews, for theſe many 


ages, have been driven out of their coun- 


try, having now no particular place of .a- 
bode belonging to them as a nation; but 
are ſcattered and dif] perſed over all the ha- 
bitable world, hated and deſpiſed where- 
ever they are permitted to dwell ; very fre- 
quently perſecuted, impoveriſhed, baniſhed, 
maſſacred in vaſt multitudes. And not- 
withſtanding all this, they are not yet ſo 
mixed and blended with other nations, as 
to be loſt among them ; but are ſtill kept 
up a diſtinct people, T is no inſtance 
like this in any hiſtory, They ſeem intend- 
ed for a ſtanding memorial and example of 
the power of God, and the puniſhments he 


inflicts, To me it . amongſt rational 
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arguments, one of the plaineſt, not only to 


prove the being of a God, and a juſt pro- 


vidence in purſuing that nation with ſuch 


exemplary puniſhments, but likewiſe for 


the authority of ſcripture, and the truth we 
the chriſtian 2 5 45 
of 

Having now conſidered ſome of the pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament, I might 
proceed to thoſe of the New : And here 
I might dwell upon thoſe predictions 
of our Redeemer, which related to his 
death and the particular manner of it 3 
thoſe that concerned his reſurrection, and 
its circumſtances ; and thoſe that fore- 
told the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
the apoſtles. I might alſo inſiſt largely on 


our Saviour's predicting the deſtruction of 


Jeruſalem, and ſhew from Joſephus the 
Jewiſh hiſtorian, how exactly that prophe- 
ey was fulfilled. But leſt this diſcourſe 
ſhould be looked upon as too hiſtorical, 1 


will paſs on to another argument for the 


divine inſpiration of the perſons who wrote | 
the ſcriptures, and of courſe for the truth 
of the chriſtian religion, This argument 
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is — Gon, the wonderful ſucceſs with 
which chriſtianity was attended, and the 


ſyrprizing propagation of the goſpel in the 


world. This too (as has been already bin- 


ted) is a completion of one great prophecy 
recorded by many men of God. I ſhalljuſt 


mention one, A little one ſhall become 
a thouſand, and a ſmall one a great nadine, 
for the Lord with haſten it in his time.? 


But, conſidering the Grontnellances of * 5 
caſe, it is amazing that even truth itſelf, 


under ſo many diſadvantages, ſhould have 


ſo illuſtrious a triumph; and it's wonderful 


ſucceſs evidently argues-ſuch an extraordi- 
nary interpoſition of God in its favour, as 


may juſtly be called a miraculous atteſtation 


to .. 


* 


There was not only one of a family, or 
two of a city taken, and brought to Sion; 
but © ſalvation viſited all the nations of the 
earth.“ And as the apoſtles themſelves were 
honoured with remarkable ſucceſs, ſo this 


divine ſeed was propagated ſo faſt in the 


next ages that Pliny teſtifies he found the 
2 


46 Argument s for the 


heathen temples in Achaia almoſt deſerted 3 
and Tertullian afterwards boaſts, that all 
places but thoſe temples were filled with 
chriſtians ; ſo that were they only to with- 
draw, cities and provinces would be depo- 
pulated.” Nor did the goſpel only triumph 
thus within the boundaries of the Roman 
Empire; for, long before Teitullian was 
born, Juſtin Martyr in his dialogue with 
Tryphon the. Jew, which ſeems to have 
been written not much above a hundred 
years after Chriſt's death, declares, ** that 
there was no nation of men, whether 
Greeks or Barbarians, not excepting thoſe 
ſavages that wandered in clans from one re- 
gion to another, and had no fixed habita- 
it | | tion, who had not learnt to offer praiſes 
_ : and thankſgivings to the Father and Maker 
1 of all, in the name of Jeſus who was cruci- 
mean + 


Row, how can we account for ſuch a. 
ſcene as this, but by ſaying that the hand 
of the Lord was with the firſt preachers 


I Juſt, Mart. p. 288. Edit. Thirlh, © 
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of the goſpel, and therefore ſuch mul · 
titudes believed and turned unto the Lord F 
How had it been poſſible that ſo ſmall a 
fountain ſhould preſently have ſwelled into 
a mighty river, and even have covered the 


face of the earth, had it not ſprung from 


the ſanctuary of God, and been rendered 
thus W by his W arm f „ 


Had chis new "religion, fo direflly con· 
trary to all the prejudices of education, 
been contrived to ſoothe men's vices, to aſ- 
ſert their errors, to defend their ſuperſti- _ 

tions, or to promote their ſecular intereſts, 
ve might eaſily have accounted for its pre- 
valence in the world. Had its preachers 
been very profound philoſophers, or polite 
and faſhionable orators, many might have 
been charmed, at leaſt for a while, to follow 
them. Or had the princes and potentates 
of the earth declared themſelves its pa- 


| trons, and armed their legions for its de- 


fence and propagation, multitudes might 
have been terrified into the profeſſion, 
though none could by ſuch means have 


been OY PI to the belief of it. 
. But 
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gion ſhould fo ſtrangely prevail; even 


| though'it had.crept into the world in ity 


darkeſt ages and moſt barbarous countries; 


and though it had been gradually propoſed 
in the moſt artful manner, with the fineſt 


veil induſtriouſſy drawn over every part, \ 
which might at firſt fight have e diſguſt 
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n the ted of all this was the. 
caſe here. From the 3 conſtitution 


Fe vices, the daperititiing ad. en 
intereſts of men, would immediately riſe 


up againſt it as a moſt irreconcileable ene- 


my. The learning and wit of the Greeks 
and the Romans were early employed to 


| overbear and ridicule it. And as all the 
| herd of heathen deities were to be diſcarded, 
tte prieſts, who ſubſiſted on that craft, muſt 
1 2 intereſt find themſel ves obliged to oppoſe 


Add to this, chat the princes of the 


. drew the ſword againſt it, and armed 
torments and death for the deſtruction of its 


— 5 follow- 


ü we can hardly conceive bow any new reli - | 5 5 
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followers,” And yet you. Fare, it Gin 5 N 
phed over all; though publiſhed in ages 5 
and places of the greateſt learning and refine- N 
ment; and propoſed not in an ornamental 
and artificial manner, but with. the utmoſt 
plainneſs. The doctrines of the croſs were 
always avowed as its grand fundamentals, 
though ſo great © a ſtumbling- block both 
to Jews and Gentiles ;*” and the abſolute _. 
1 not only of embracing. ehriſti - 
» but alſo of renouncing all idol wore | 
ſhip. being inſiſted on immediately and in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, tho' it muſt make the 
goſpel appear the moſt ſingular and unſoci- 
able religion that * ever IO I 1 
| 25 world. nai dt goat bÞ oct i 


"Shad one 8 1 or policeipns of thee es 
ages, ſeen the apoſtles, and a few other, 1 
plain men, going out, armed with nothing 
but faith, truth and goodneſs, to encounter 
the power of princes, the learning of philoy | | 
ſophers, the rage of the populace, and the 

_ prejudices of all; how would he have de- 
rided the attempt, and ſaid with Sanballat, 
What will theſe feeble Jews. do?” But 
Yor. II. + had 


n 


x 2 1 
rr 


Fe) 8 5 * 1 e 5 
e ET a add. eos Loa WF nd wr „„ * 
= 


ere with . 3 pod 

| Fefs illuſtrious miracle, © that it wis the 
finger of God; and might juſtly have fal. 

En upon kis face, even amongſt thoſe w. — 
| ke had infulted, with an humble acknows 
NN ledgment that © "ey was: ne earns : 
do 1 


R By 
pid progreſs of the goſpel in the firſt ages, 
and will conclude this diſcourſe wen ies "fp 
7 5 axis Shu e e 


How reaſonable is it, SAY chriſtians I 
N Would form a familiar acquaintance withy 
the great evidences of their common 
faith ' Tt is what we fo apparently owe to 
the honour of God, to the intereſt of Chriſty | - 
to the peace of our own ſouls, and the edi, _ 
keation of others, that I hope I need now = 
urge it at large. Let it be your care, 
to make the evidences of chriſtianity tus 
bj ect of. your ferious reſlections: per- 
ticularly ſtudy the ſoriptures, where there 
1 ſuch and * 3 e to 
be 


9 


faith growing 


and then you wilt find you 


in a happy propottivi, ank wolf exferſencs 


the truth of our Saviour's declaration, that 
« if any tai will (reſolutely and” falth-! 
fully) do his will, he halt how of the 
chriſtian doArine, whether it be of Got 


Fs 


1 may undoubtedly mY ny 


4 you; and fay ab gt. Paul d e 


king Agrippa, « gBelieveſt thou the pro- 
bes ONE T fangs, —_ the menen 
hotieve them.” Vet let ie inte Ie 
charge you, not to reſt here, but attent 1 


Iy to examine, how far your lieatte are afa 
fected; and your lives regulated By ſuch's 


belief. The chriſtian revelation is a prac- 
tical thing; and it is heard, it is believed, 
it is profeſſed, and even defended in vain, 


| m Therefore do we ſo 


E 2 . fre- 


Ping no Ke 4 Nr bad gs 5 
reliſh for them, were Seer Breugnt 18 
make © ſhipwreck of the faith as it is in 
Jeſus.“ Abe we all, let it be yout care to 3 

a& on the rules Which are here Hitf downy 1 


52 | ts, e. . 
cequnty n read of. 775 aging the we! 


fo great importance, e 


This will be, on the 7-36 4 wy 1 Ws 8 


fectual method you can take in your reſpec- . 
tive ſtations to promote the goſpel. If you. 
indeed honour and love it, and deſire * 
may be propagated in the world, let it be 
your gare not only to defend, but to adorn 
it by your lives; 3 N in the words of that 


great Champion in this ſacred cauſe, «to be. | 


blameleſs and harmleſs, the children of 
God without rebuke, in the midſt of a 


crooked and perverſe generation; ſhining _ 
amongſt them as lights in the world, and fo . 
holding forth the word of life,” This, per- 


haps, may ſerve not only to entertain their 


eyes with wonder, but to “ guide their 
feet into the way of peace, and may en- 


gage them alſo to join with you © in glori-⸗ 
fying your Father, who is in heayen. 
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25% were more noble than theſe in Theſe. 
unica, in that they reteived the word 
with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched 

the ſcriptures —__ r 1 * 
5 were e fo. * 


* che beginning or u the indy rev 
that Paul and Silas, in the courſe of 
their miniſty; came to Theſſalonica, a city 
of Macedonia, whither they had been direc- 
ted by a viſion, And finding a great num- 
ber of Jews ſettled there, Paul, as his cuſs 
tom was; applied to them firſt ; not by mi- 
racles, (which were the. moſt prevailing 

argument with the heathen) but by reaſon⸗ | 
ing with them out of the ſcriptures ; ; be- 
cauſe _ believed the Old Teſtament, 
. 


te firſt bearing they freely admirend the 
pane 7-4 mig the coming of che 


bo 4 Savious of Iſrael as well as others, They 
had hrardof the fame of Jeſus of Nazareth 
too; the greatneſs of his miracles, the au- 


thority of his doctrine, and the holineſs of - 9 


his lit: but their grand. exooption te n 


Was, that he appeared in 2 low Ration; ind 


Aied an ignominious and untimely death. | 
For from ſuch rophecins. as reproſent the 


Meſſiah as a great king, on whoſe ſhoul- 5 
ders the government ſhould reſt; who 


ſhould put on glorious apparet, and gind 
himſelf with ſtrength; whoſe wrath, if it 
were kindled but 2 little, would conſume 


his adverſaries our of che way; and wb 
on the throne of David ſhould rule his po 
ple for ever; they fancied that the Meſfiah _- 


ſhould be a mighty prince among them, 
who would deliver them from their tempo». 


nl enemies, and extend their conqueſts 


over the world; and they could not by any 


VIOUTs" 


ee e a ſuffering S 


— 5 


_ wiours St. Paul cherefore —— 
ſion to ſhew from the ancient predi 
and no doubt, particularly from thoſe of 
Iſaiah, and Daniel, and of David himſelf, _ 
that © Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered, and 
riſen again from. the dead ;” and that after | 
his reſurrection and aſcenſi6n into | 
all the glorious things that had been ſpo- 15 
ben of his ſpirity | reign, and much n 
were verified in his exalted ſtate. 
from hence it followed plainly, that Je 12 


F 


”, 


N . 1 


By this pn: I < fome of the Jews 
were converted, and of the devout . 
who Bk profelytes of the gates, a, great | 
ity „ and of the chief women not a 
few,” Bus che Jews, which 5 

la, with envy, raifed a perſecution * * 
upon which the brethferi. immediateſy ſent 
away Paul and Silas hy night unto; Bere 
who coming thither, went-into'the-ſyni- - 
gogue of the Jews. << Theſe were-nidr@noble = 
than:thoſe in Theſſalonicas in that they #65 
nn word with apoE in 


* * N 4 


SN thoſe things were for | 


<F 
I ; Ee 


* 
. 


4 eee of | 
| temper and more candid diſpoſition ; they 
were more diligent, upright, and humble 
in the ſearch of the ſcriptures ; more a- 
dy to embrace the truth, on {hich fide 
ſoever they ſhould find it; and more wil- 
ling to obey its bs dn, and gre it 
when found. 3 | | 
3 th | 9 85 
"IT ſhall * Gy 5 to examine : 
| with what qualifications of heart and diſ- 
_ poſition. of ſoul, in imitation of the Beræ- 
ans, we muſt read the ſcriptures, in'or- 
der to profit by them, and make them ef. | 
fectual to our falvation, - as they. did.” 5 


1 


>; Fir; we "muſt free our mink ons | 
_ prejudice, we muſt diveſt. ourſelves of 
all unjuſt partiality for any opinion, or 
prepoſſeſſion in | favour of any practice. 
Me muſt reſolve to acquieſce i in Whatever 
n God has determined in his word, though 
it be attended with difficulties which we 
cannot 


— ——— ᷑ 


in divine things, where no contradition is 
| a the ſole authority of God's affirm= 5 


b forced gloſſes and miſconſtructions fa- 


xpla un, or fully comprehend 3 ls 


b, ſuperſedes all outer Nasa 


* . 
©” oh . 
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vour their fide of the queſtion ; ; but what 
is this, in. any point where they max 


happen to be wrong, but to make light 
patroniſe darkneſs, and Chriſt a champion 
for Belial? On the contrary, we ſhould 


with great ſincerity and probity of heart, 


form our judgments, and regulate our faith _ 
by them. 5 Judges are commanded to hate i 

bribes, and abſolutely to refuſe a gift, ſince | 
«<a gift blindeththeeyes of a Judge, and per- e 


verteth him to iniquity:“ in like manner 
men ſhould take care that conſcience, their | 
inward judę ge, be faithful and true, uncor- 
rupted by a groundleſs affection for any 
particular doctrine, or by making itſelf a 
party in the cauſe ; and this not only in 
regard of matters of faith, but in rules 


of duty too : for oftentimes it happens, 


that in caſes where it is not very dubious 
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minds muſt be freed. 


. ; , WE 
*. . 


the — 5 biaſs meh] is bags 
r education, i is the 
Why their eyes are not 


| will naturally join itſelf, and be 
t advantage to us in ae the {cri 
3. for as prejudice and Pride are vi 


* 


© . 7 — 


vain ideas of their own im 
minds are ſuſceptible of dis 


and, nt would 2 


„ - Dn E. 


ng the nn 


4 -happineſs, and therefore, it makes us reſign af 
ourſelves freely to the divine direction, and 


* gladly accept of that light of wiſdom, | 


| -Which cometh from above, and ſhines forth 
in the holy ſcriptures. It will hinder us 
rom obſtinately maintaining ny pre- con- 
ceived notion, whoſe. grounds we are un- 
acquainted with, hi & 
taken up upon the credit of others, or on 
: a ſelf-intereſted account. It will give us | 
à teachable diſpoſition, and incline us to 
learn of thoſe that excel us in knowledge 
and experience; and it will lead us to 
entertain modeſt thoughts of our own ta- 
ents, and to be chiefly converſant in ſuch _ 
parts of ſcripture as are plain and eaſy; 
for theſe are the moſt _— and Kan 
pple: | 


When N a en as our r denvardy: 
Father, and an humble heart ſo well fitted 
to learn, concur, theſe muſt be productive 
of great c according to the 
wiſe man's obſervation, ** When pride 
cometh, then cometh ** but with the 
lowly 


cannot ſupply us with an adequate te? BY ; 6 


* 8 = 
£ - LF . $ 
0. Readiy the. «Aries * f 
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e * 


lowly is wiſdom. And hence it is, that 


the apoſtle exhorts. us to receive with 
meekneſs the & = work which i is able ; 
to o ſave guy „„ 


# 


This 3 opinion. of our' own * 


tainments, this reckoning ourſelves not to 


have already ſufficiently apprehended, will 


teach us, thirdly," to be conſtant and inde» 
fatigable in reading the holy ſcriptures, to 


te ſearch them daily,” as the Beræans did, 
| that we may grow in grace, as well as 
knowledge, till we come to the perfection 
of man, © to the meaſure of the ſtature of 
the fulneſs of Chrift.” And becauſe no 
abſolute perfection can be reached in thia 
| frail ſlate of mortality, but we ſhall always 


be liable to error as well as fin, ſo long as 
we continue in this lower world, this word 
of the law ought not to depart from-us all 


the days of our life, but tq accompany 
us through every ſtage, that it may fur. 


niſh us at all ſeaſons with proper rules of 
action, guard us from the ſnares of proſ- 
perity, and ſupport us under troubles ; it 
muſt be gerpetually in our mouth, and in 
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em, ©: where thore is no night, ane 
light of the fun, for the 


| of tracing out his per! 
s word, we ſhall 


daily, to arm ourſelves with 


readineſs, conſtancy, and 
it is by 
we pray for our daily: bread, 
with che company of 


e holy angels in heaven, 


We 2 


_ a 5,4 th ef jw 
truly love God, we ſhall r 


verſant with him by reading the ſeri 4 | ; | 


- tures, OO I ,, 
es gen tablet of oily 


of his | mouth more an 


in Ct the een 1 mean not 5 
that we ſhould run over a great deal ß 
them at a time ſlightly and curſorily, for + 
that would * a fruitleſs and unproſitable 

work; but, as oft as we have oppor- 
tunity, we ſhould: read: or: hear ſome por« . 
tion of them with great ſeriouſneſs and _ 
attention, weigh the ſcope and deſign of _ 
it well, and imprint upon our minds the 
moſt uſeful part of it, particularly what is 
applicable to our own caſe; otherwiſe, it 
will be like “ the ſeed ſown by the ways 


| ide, which the fowls of the air came and | 
devoured.” It is not the gluttonous re 


| "= who burries oyer a great many books,, 


aa ue 


ruſes uſeful things ren and Teade 

them again and again: for by this means 
he digeſts them into ſound nutriment ; he 
layeth them up in the good treaſure of 


& 4 


his heart, and has them ready at every | 
exigency. For this purpoſe, he obſerves 
the drift of the particular place he reads, 


by attending to its connection with What 


goes before and follows; he explains diffi- 
cult texts by other parallel paſſages that 
are plainer; and in all logs * has re- 
* to the analogy of faitin. MW 


Laſtly, We muſt read * up- 155 
tures for the ſame end that God delivered 
them, viz. for the reformation of our lives, 
and to procure a ſafe conduct to the hap- 
pineſs of futurity. For he that reads chem 


only to qualify” himſelf for diſputing, to 


humour his curioſity, - or for any other 8 
worldly view, reads them in vain. Though . 


we could ſolve every difficulty, unriddle 


every myſtery, and unfold all the darkeſt 


prophecies, yet, if we frame not our lives 
in Won Tas to them, our ſkill will but 


make 


. our eee 7 more + fn 
Therefore, when we meet with precepts, 5 


we muſt ſtop to conſider how we "have _ . 


obeyed them ; when with threatenings, we 
muſt learn to fear before the God of hea» 
yen; and when with promiſes, we ought 
to be won by the graciouſneſs of our Maſ- 
ter, to perform him a willing ſervice, We 
' ſhould ſet the lives of the ſaints, recorded 
there, for a pattern for ourſelves, eſpecially 
that great and every way perfect example 
of virtue, both active and ſuffering, * 1 
we have 1 in our Redeemer. 


And to procure x bleſſing on our en- 
deavours, we muſt join prayer with read- 
ing, and beg wiſdom of God, who giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth them 
not with their ignorance or ſlowneſs of 
apprehenſion; ; we mult apply for that unc- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, which teacheth al} 
things, and earneſtly deſire him to open 
our eyes, that we may ſee the n 
ated 7: oy 
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SERMON . 
Ro | On Prayer. 


Ernnotans ul. 1. 


Praying always with all prayer and hank * 
cation in the Spirit, and —— "or 
_ wnta with all Dene, 


Y the command to © pray always,” 
and to © pray without ceaſing, in 
this and other paſſages of ſcripture, ſome 
have been led to think that they ought to 

beſtow their whole time upon this duty, to 

be continually in the depths of meditation, 
or the fervors of devotion. But though 
| ſome of theſe perſons may think piouſly, 
, they are all of them far from thinking 
ſoberly. This, experience has proved: For 
thoſe who have been really perſuaded of 
the truth of this notion, finding themſelves 
incapable of aQing up to it, have plunged 
in the abyſs, either of diſtraction, or deſ- 
8 72 e 
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pair. A wild and unintelligible ſe, that 7 
propagates this doctrine, and other of a 

| like nature, has gained ſome ground in out 

times, upon the weak and the unlearned, 

by a pretence to ſuch extraordinary fanAi- 

ty, ſuch a ſeemingly angelic pitch of piety. 


Were it neceſſary ſeriouſly to confute this 
opinion, we might obſerve, that the mind 


of man, in this imperfect ſtate, cannot by 
any means perpetually bear ſo great an ab- 


ſtraction of thought, as the adoration of 


God requires; that the neceſſities of our 
bodies, and the conſequent labours of liſe, 


aſk. a great part of our time; that by at- 


tendence to theſe in due ſeaſon, we are then 
ſerving God in the moſt acceptable man- 


ner; and that God is really more honoured, ' 


when we approach him at fixed ſeaſons with 


prepared. minds, than if we ſhould be al- 


ways calling on his name. But there is 
little occaſion to guard againſt this miſtake. 


Corrupt nature tempts, and moſt men in- 


| cline to the other extreme. By © pray; 
ing always, 


9 


is certainly meant, that we 


ought to make prayer our conſtant and 
dai paactice, and never to negleR, . or 
indiſ- 


Ge Sy A 


indiſpoſe ourſelves for, the ſincere and af- 

fectionate worſhipping of God. The rea- 
ſonableneſs of this, I ſhall endeavour i in my 
preſent diſcourſe clearly to evince. | 


But, before 1 bes to my m main cg 


1 muſt take notice of another expreſſion in 


my text, which has been miſunderſtood. 

We are directed to pray with all prayer 
and ſupplication in the Spirit.” By this, 
ſome have imagined that ſpiritual contem- 
plation alone is ſufficient, without any 
public or external acts of adoration, From 
rejecting public and vocal prayer, they 


| have proceeded to reject inward prayer too; 


(for it is very hard for enthuſiaſm to ſtop) 
and under the notion of being arrived at 
perfection, they have preached up myſtical 
unions and converſations with God, which 
no man can underſtand. In anſwer to 
theſe perſons, it is ſufficient to obſerve, that 
the ſame ſcriptures, which command us to 
te pray in the Spirit,” command us alſo 
* not to forſake the aſſembling df ourſelves 
together for the worſhip of God ;” that the 
nn of a prayer in words, even in pri- 
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gion; and that the uniting of a congregds 


duty. A prayer is not barely to be ſaid, 


: - i — 95 is ; 
oY A , * 


70 0 boo. 


vate, helps the affections, and keeps 
from languiſhing; that a particular bleſling 5 


is promiſed to the public ſervices of reli- 


tion in the ſame prayers, wings their devo- 
tions with freſh life and vigour, and in- 
creaſes their love to God, as yell as Mo 


anyones to each other. . 1 


By praying, ha. « in the 8 pirit, 5 
or with the Spirit (as it might be well 
tranſlated) i is meant the ſincerity and atten- 
tion which ought always to accompany this 


but to be offered up. We are not to think 


that it will benefit us as a charm, or to £0 


through with it as a penance ; but we muſt 


lift up our hearts to God in that ſacred e?/ 
exciſe, and keep them fixed upon the ſu- 


preme object, as well as upon the meaning 


of What we ſay, with a cloſe application 


of thought, with reverence, with love and 
fear. Tt becomes us, indeed, to put up our 
Prayers, rather with a com poſed affection, 
than with the exceſſes of any fort of paſ- 
ſion, leſt we think irreverently, or ſpeak un- 
| Ry 


adviclly with our Ups, and « offet the 

| facrifice of fools.” For the preventing any 
impropriety of this kind, a well-prepared 
form of prayer is . _—— and 5 

extremely uſeful. EEE 2, | _ 


The text thus cleared, I pines 16 
ſhew the reaſonableneſs of prayer, From 
various confiderations. | 


is 


And fiſt the 3 un 00 
the greateſt honour, and higheſt privi 


ge 
of our nature, Religion is the greateſt 


and beſt characteriſtic, by which human 


nature is diſtinguiſhed from the animal 
creation. The creatures below man dif- 
cover traces of a kind of reaſon, with re- 
gard to the concerns of ſenſe; but we do 
not perceiye them to have any ideas of a 
ſpiritual nature, It is man, who is capa- 
ble of knowing and ſerving the Firſt Cauſe, 
of diſcerning and imitating his gloridus 
** and when. this perfect Being 


s once known to us, ſurely we ſhould 
uſe all poffible endeavours to eſtabliſn and 
improve a W 4s with him, If 


F 4 we 


1 


and worſhip them; if we be really | ſenſible 


| mw have any generous nk in ons. ; 
temper, here it will exert itſelf, that we _ 


may be received into the friendſhip of 


God, and approve ourſelves to his uner- 


ring judgment. If we truly admire the 
glories of his nature, we ſhall alſo adore 


of our dependance upon God, we ſhall 
expreſs it by ſuch acts as acknowledge that 


dependance. It is the higheſt honour to 
have any ſort of relation to God; a value 
is ſtampt upon every creature, by its being 


the effect of his wiſdom, and the work of 
his hands; but man, placed high in the 
ſcale of beings, is related to him as a ſon 


to his father: ſhall the ſon then, with- EE 
draw himſelf from the light of his father's 

| countenance ? ſhall he not rather ſeek his 
face evermore, and delight in his preſence 


daily? ſhall he not beg the continuance 
of his protection, and ſhelter himſelf under 


the ſhadow of his wings, againſt the ſtormy 


wind and tempeſt? ſhall he not form him- 


ſelf upon his father's pattern, make him his 
guide and his counſellor, and pour out the 


.-fulneſs of his heart unto him? Thoſe who 
8 MS haye 


3 
= 


have free a cdl upon 


2 as great and honourable; but no man will 0 


N 


regard them with envy, or figh at their 


preferment, who has himſelf an inter- 


courſe with heaven, who enjoys the favour 


ol God, and is ſecure of being fitard by 


him upon every proper application. If we 
love honour, let it be that which is ge- | 
nuine, that which holds its patent from 


| heaven; and let us purſue it, not in the 
empty pageantry of the world, but in the 


channel of the diyine fayour, where we. 


may all obtain it. Let this ſenſe of the 
dignity bf our nature, preſerve us alſo 
from all mean compliances, from ſinking 
into the baſeneſs of vicious pleaſure, and 


from adopting the falſe arts of iniquitous - 
profit. Sincere. and devout: prayer will 


prevent this love of honour from * 
into pride. N „„ RT 


For, in the next place, it will inſpire 


us with a ſpirit of humility. We are na- 


: turally | difinclined to. think ourſelves de- 


pendent and accountable creatures; we 


2 would 


1 


allegiance to God, will make us quit this 


that he governth the world, and judgeth . 
in the earth. With a lively ſenſe of theſe 


would fall upon dur ou 


: ſteer into the port of pleaſure et yn] 8 


or care. We are loth to be perſuaded, that 
one has a right to ſay unto us, What 


doeſt thou?“ But devotion, which is an 


humble acknowledgment of our duty and 


inelination to rebellion. No man can pray 
as he ought, without ſeriouſly conſidering 
the divine attributes. He muſt poſſeſs him- 
ſelf with a thorough ſenſe of the unfpeak- 

able diſtance between God and wan; 
knowing, that it is God alone, who 


| hath life and immortality i in and of bim 5 


ſelf,“ and that he diſpenſeth thoſe good 


things to whom he will, that he dyelleth 


in majeſty ovef all from the beginning, 


% 


things upon our minds, it is impoffible 


for us to entertain the follies of human 


vanity. We cannot confeſs our fins to 


that God, who is of purer eyes than to 


behold iniquity,” without its producing in 
us ah | humble frame of ſpirit. With what 


— 


7 * 


dune ag lifes of face ought we (Þ 
acknowledge to our judge, that we have 


_ tranſgreſſed his holy laws: ſhall we value 
. putſclves tos highly upon our other ace = 


quireitients, ſhall we plume burſel ves upon 
the little diſtinctions of life, when we de- 


clare, that we have fallen far ſhort of the 
moſt excellent diſtinction, a fri obſer. 5 


fac RO EPR 


Cati we petitions God for new frvotith 
and bleflings, or for the continuahee of 
thoſe we already enjoy, without conſider- 


ing how helpleſs is our ſtate, excluſive of 


our relation to him? and ſhall we be proud 
of another's gifts, knowing chem bo be 
ſuch ? ſhall we beg and teceive good things 


from God; and then boaſt of them, asif 


we had not received them ' 


 Ciiibens mid devout prayer will alſo, 


Wee upon our ſouls, a ſtrong impreſ- 
ſion of the divine omnipreſenee. An at- 
tention to this, is juſtly allowed to be the 


beſt armour againſt every irregular paſſion. 


Moſt men ſeem to _ a "wn belief 
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. God's inſpection and care of. wad” 
affairs; they acknowledge, that he, a © 
an infinite Spirit, muſt be more. intimately 
_ preſent with us, than any thing elſe can 
_  poſlibly he; that nothing. can eſcape his 
all- ſeeing eye; that the darkneſs is no 
darkneſs with him, but the night is as 
clear as the day.“ 


-On Ho 


But then, this is 5 


more than a ſpeculative opinion with them, 
unapplied to practice: that the caſe is ſuch, 
we need go no farther for a proof than 


tis, that they will withdraw their hand £ 
— from iniquity, till a ſerious and good man 


be gone by, they will not put their crimes | 


in execution upon the theatre of the world; ” 
but they make no ſcruple to ſin in private; 


they yield to a temptation, without the 
eaſt concern, behind the ſcenes.,. i 


It is plain, therefore, that they 40 not 


attend to the preſence of God, who is 
armed with eternal inflitions. Did he 


conſtantly appear to us in a viſible glory, 


with the rewards of heaven at his right- 
hand, and the inſtruments of vengeanca 
at his left, I ſuppoſe there are few who. 


would : 


On Projer. 


would refuſe to obey his will, and ſubmit 5 
to hie direction. Now, this Viſible pre- 
ſence, the exereiſe of devotion in good 


meaſure ſupplies; prayer gives a quick 
diſcernment to the eye of faith, and dif- 


pels thoſe miſts of ſin, which intercept 
our communica! 


tion of his perfections, brings us to a par- 
ticipation of his nature; and while we are 
attentive to the luſtre of the godhead, we 


ſhall be enlivened and invigorated by his 


beams, Thus walking with God, we 
hall become (ſo far as human frailty will 


always to do that which is pleaſing in his 
light, (who is about our path, and about 
our bed, and ſpieth out all our n 17 


1 tend ſincere and devout prayer bas 
Aa tendency to produce in us all the graces 
and virtues which our Holy IO re- 


quires. 
It 


| ion with the world of ſpi- 
rits. The frequent returns of the worſhip 
of God, keep the notices of him ever 

awake in our hearts, and fo conſtant ain 
intercourſe with heaven, makes duty and 
gratitude always prevail. The contempla- 
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r oil make us leave ſinning, or 


fning will make us leave praying... No 
man can, with an humble and contrite 
| heart, confeſs his fins to God, without 


Telviving \to forſake them 5 nar can oY 


hearts; and while we pray for 2 bleſſing 


e Peay pede == 
upon mankind, a ſpirit of benevolence. 


muſt inſenſibly grow upon us. Whatever - 
virtue we pray for, if we do it affeQior 


ately, it muſt awake the ſeeds, and be the 
| beſt beginning of that very virtue. I pre- 
fume, we muſt have ſome conception of 
the excellence, the lovelineſs, and advan- 
tage of virtue, before we can intreat the 


Supreme Being to aſſiſt us in its attain- 


'ment; and while we do humbly implore 
his grace, we ſhall be aſhamed not to exert 
our own endeavours to work together with 
wm Did we praQtiſe this duty with 


Con- 


1 pardon, as he ought, for his paſt faultz, 

without a ſincere intention to guard againſt 
them for the future. While we return 
thanks to God for his manifold benefits, 
| love and gratitude muſt ſpring up in our 


proach me at the hour of 


great pleaſure, 2 regular and rational de- 


votion is, as has been declared by perſons 


of the moſt extenſive underſtanding. They 


cenancy ap delight, a thous fd cr | 


— approaches to God diſagreeable 
and unwelcome ; we ſhould fay withia 
ourſelves, Shall I this day commit ſuch a2 
fault, for which my grapes ron | 
Shall I thus debar myſelf from looking up 
to my Maker with pleaſure For, a very 


| who have been acquainted with the whole 


compals of intellectual delights, have given 


the preference to thoſe. of piety; becauſe 


they are not only highly grateful in them- 
ſelves, but qualify us for the peaceable en- 
joqyment of all the reſt; it will not be eaſy 
for us to go with ſuch good impreſſions 
upon our minds, as prayer produces, to 


the commiſſion of any graſs fin. We ſhall 
be unwilling to loſe thoſe holy meditations 
and defires, which we have been at the 
Pains of exciting in our hearts, to forfeit 
the prize Ow” we RT OO 


as race. Ty 
Devotion, 


— 


15 80 5 On: Prager! LS . {7 
- Devotion, alſo, is our only refuge and. 


comfort in times of trouble and diſtreſs; © 


ne beſt proof of the real value of any fort oy 
of dependence, poſleffion, or-enjoyment, ii 
the teſt of affliction, the trial of ie - 
furnace of adverſity ; the profits, the plea 
| Cures, the honours of this world, if brought 
to the touch of this fire, are immediately 
reduced to droſs; it is the pure gold of 
piety alone, which, though tried ſeven 


times in the fire,” ſtill preſerves its firſt 


luſtre and weight and value, The phan< 
toms of falſe glory, and falſe gain, ſoon 
vaniſh, and leave nothing but diſappoint- 
ment and guilt and terror behind them 3 

the wretch who has placed his confidence 


in them, catches at them as he is ſinking, # 


but they elude his graſp, and leave him in 
the deep. It is the true and good ſpirit 
of devotion. only, which will ſupport. a 
man in the worſt of times, and relieve him 


in the moſt preſſing neceflity. He may be + 


ftript of his fortunes, or abridged of his 
liberty, but his recourſe to God can never 
be precluded. What ſhall the profane and | 
godly « man — when the ſtorm is burſt 

| upon 


a. Po, „ 
kd his head, when: miſchief ſhall hes £ 


overtaken him, and' ſhall | compaſs: bim 0 


about? Shall he call upon the 


of his pleaſutes? alas | there is no help 


in their hand. Shall he addreſs himſelf to 
God for aid ? it is he whoſe friendſhip he 


hath long renounced, and ftudiouſly avoid- 
ed the thought of. But the pious | and 
good man, hath a never⸗ failing reſoures 
in the divine providence, in an humble 
application to the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all conſolation; . who is nigh 
to all that call upon him in truth; who, 


when the righteous cry; deth hear them, 


&< and delivereth them out of all . 


troubles.” 


The e of prayer will farther a ap- ; 


_ pear, from the command of C 
the promiſe of his bleſſing on this n 
We have hitherto conſidered the expe- 


diency of prayer, only as to its natural 


efficiency, in procuring our happineſs, 


hut there is this farther, and more weighty 
argument for it, that the Redeemer, who 
knew what is in man, and perfectly un- 


* oL, II. 6 derſtood 


82 3 ww. 


Reeftoid kisrtlaiion to God, hath Mg, 


ly enjoined the uſe of it. Nay, our Savi= _ 
our himſelf, though he was free from the : 
corruption of human nature, and his'paſ= 
ſions were always i in a due balance with 
his reaſon, was very frequent in the prac- 
tice of it; not only in his attendance. on 
the ſynagogue, but alſo in his ſecret re- 
tirements. Before this, indeed, reaſon 
| ſuggeſted, that God would beſtow many 
good things on the humble ſupplicant, 
which he denied to the unthankful, who 
ere regardleſs of their original benefactor. 
It as natural to ſuppoſe, that he who loves 
virtue above all things, would always aſ- 
ſiſt and encourage it; that he who is per- 
petually with the ſouls of men, would ex- 
cite and confirm in them good thoughts and 
deſires. But the great difficulty was, how | 
a ſoul, polluted with ſin, ſhould dare im- 
mediately to apply itſelf to ſo holy, ſo juſt, 
and fo perfect a Being. This difficulty is 
removed, with reſpect to every penitent 
inner, by the mediation and interceſſion of 
Chriſt. We are aſſured, that. whatſoever ; 
we ſhall aſk in his name, ang 


$4 ſhall 
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<« our heavenly Lathes 809 gion the Holy 


raged to be in 


| n faith in the R e 


Spirit to them that aſæ him.” We are in- 
ſtructed not to think chara bleſlng is deni- 
mmediately re- 
ceive n 3 on the contrary, are encou- 

portunate, and to c conti- 
nue inſtant in prayer: r 
with boldneſs to the t IC . "Ss 


x CE 5 « - * 2 
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B ut ſome. pe will ill obj je 8 


| ſay, Does not God know our caſe, without | 
our informing. him of it? Or need we 


endeavour to excite compaſſion in him, 


Who is | infinitely 
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In anſwer to this, you will remember, 


N that « though our heavenly Father knoweth 
what things we have need of, before we alk 
him,” yet, prayer is neceſſary to give us a 
more lively ſenſe of our dependence on 


bim; to make us more humble, obedient 
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| become more ready to give, any farther 
thin we become more fit to receive, - - Got. 
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and Nana Our application tt 
is not intended to make him more gbo 
and mereiful than he is in his own nature, 


but to make ourſelves more proper objefty - 
of his goodneſs and mercy. Nor does he 


is not changed by our-prayers ; but the 


cirèeumſtanees of our mung 


in good meafure c . 
being froward and — — [hes 
become dutifut and fubmiſfive. It is neceſs 
fary, then, to pray with the underſtand- 
ing and with the ſpirit;” with good diſ- 
pofitiotis of heart, with fervor and ſinceti- 
** ; with a ſtrict attention and a profound 
mility. Every idle paſſion muſt be huſh= 
a, left we incur the cenſure fixed upon 
the Jews, of © drawing nigh to God with - 


: their lips while their heart was far from 
him.“ This ſacred exerciſe muſt alſo be 


purſued with conſtancy and perſeverance. 
Every morning, while the thoughts "are 
com poſed. and the ſpirits vigorous, before 
the mind is filled with the cares and buſi- 


neſs of the tay, we muſt offer unto God 5 


a pure 


3 . our labour to his ſer- 
Vice. And ey Tue before we com- 


e e to his ns 
tion, (who neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps,” 
We muſt bring the conduct of the da 


under the examination of conſcience. If 


| we find we have done well, it becomes us 
to rejoice in it, and give God the glory. 
If we perceive ourſelves to bare aeg. 


againſt future errors. By thus converſing 
with heaven here, we ſhall enſure. our- 


ſelves an inheritance e e | 


in light. 99 


"Pp 


cc Dl e { fays 5 cot 


writer) wedded to their vicious babitz, 


may diſclaim all commerce with heaven ; 


refuſing to invoke Him, whoſe infinite wiſ- 


dom is ever prompt to diſcern, and his 
bounty to relieye, the wants of thoſe who 
faithfully call upon him ; and neglect to 


Praiſe Him who is ce great and maryellous 


OF 1 


ban oc adreſs 2 eye e 
ome more ready to give, any farther 


* dot changed by our prayers; but the 


in good meafure changed; when inſtead of 
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e more fit to receive. Gd 


ces of our relation to him are 5 


being froward and rebel lious children, W 


become dutiſul and fubmiſfive. It is neceſs 
fary, then, to pray with the underſtand- 
ing and with the ſpirit; with good diſ- 
poſitions of heart, with fervor and ſinceti- 
ty; with a ſtrict attention and a profound 
Humility. Every idle paſſion muſt be haſh= 
ed, left we incur the cenſure fixed upon 
the Jews, of © drawing nigh to God with 
their ns while their heart was far from 
| him.” This ſacred exerciſe muſt alſo be 
e with conſtancy and perſeverance. 
very morning, while the thoughts e 
compoſed and the ſpirits vigorous, dene 
the mind is filled with the cares and buff 
neſs” of the day, we mult offer unto! God 
; 3 pure 


vice. And every evening, before we com- 


e jd fo our Rn 4 to 1 is ſer- 


mit ourſelyes'to. fleep, the image of death, So 


- t recommend ourſelyes to his prgtec- 
tion, 46 who neither. ſlumbers nor lleeps,” 


We muſt bring the conduct of the day 5 


under the examination of conſcience. If 
we find we have done well, it becomes u 
to rejoice in it, and give God che glory. 

If we perceive 6urſelves to have offended, 
ve muſt bewail our -ſinfulneſs, . and re- 


ſolve, with the divine affiſtance, to guard ö 


againſt future errors. By thus converſing 
with heaven here, we ſhall enſure. out- 


ſelves © an 8 * | 


- T * 


in N | Beg 
"> Duets fouls. ths an „ 


writer) wedded to their vicious habits, 


may diſclaim all commerce with heaven ; 
refuſing to invoke Him, whoſe infinite wiſ- 
dom is ever prompt to diſcern, and his 
bounty to relieye, the wants of thoſe who 


faithfully call upon him; and neglect to 
praiſe Him who is great and maryellous | 


ON 5 


ian * 13 in n — 1 
But all here, I would perſuade my⸗ 


Kr, il daily ſet apart ſame time to 


on Him, who gave us power to think: He . 
was the author, and He ſhould be ond ” e 


| jeRt of our faculties. ee 4 


© Bipitinibg and cloſing 
diate ſpaces. Each line of our behaviour 


will terminate in God, as the centre of our 
actions. Our lives, all of a piece, will 
conſtitute one regular whole, to which each 


part will bear a neceſſary relation and cor- 


reſpondence, without any broken and diſ- 
Jointed ſchemes, independent of this grand 
end, the pleaſing of God. And while we 

have this one point in view, whatever va- 


Tiety there may be in our actions, there 


will be an uniformity too, which conſtitutes 
the beauty of life, juſt as it does of every 
b thing elſe; an uniformity without being 


dull and tedlous, and a variety yo 
being wild end irregular, | 


u wich 8 
votion, we ſhall better fill up the interme- 


* 


youthful a link une, ths laſt 
dregs of our advanced age] Hoy would 
this make our lives yield the calmeſt ſatis- 


grant odours, juſt at the cloſe of the day 


vent a deadneſs and flatneſs of ſpirits from 


paſſions goes off, than to acquire an early 


taſte for thoſe ſpiritual delights, ahoſe leaf 


withers not, and whoſe verduee . 


in the winter of: our None.) 1 i 


And wh this wakes ſcene is thats : 


ting upon us, when the ſoul ſtands: upon 


the threſhold of another world, juſt ready 


to take its everlaſting flight; then may we 
think with unallayed pleaſure on God, 
when there can be little or no pleaſure 
to think upon any thing elſe. And our 


ſouls may undauntedly follow to that 


place, whither our prayers and affections, 
thoſe fore - runner of. * my are gone 
before. 
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in the love of him. But, if we invigor 


. — co as, aw 


2 and vice cannot very long alternately 
| Hare a divided empire in our breaſts: we 


| ſupine, lifeleſs manner, I know 0. 


effect they will have but to increaſe our 1 
mien. In _ n we Roy: 2 | 
5 . of ae And wi hout 


| « perſeverance i in prayer, 1 there can nh 
acred regard to the Supreme Being, no ef. 


ſectual amendment of our lives. We muſt 
de inured to a conſtant intercourſe with 
36d, to have our minds engaged and in- 8 
tereſted, and to be rooted and grounded 2 


rate our petitions, which are otherwiſe a 
lifeleſs carcaſe, with a ſerious and attent- 
ive ſpirit; compoſed, but not dull 3 affee- 
tionate, 2 not paſſionate in our addreſſe po” 
G ; then victory, deciſive victory; 
e itſelf in favour of virtue. Pie. 


cannot keep to prayer, prayer offered 

with life and energy, and to our ſins: 
tc Either we will hate the one, and love 
the other, or elſe we will hold to the one, 


and 288 the other.” Let us, however, 
remem- 


mind wich which wwe pray. r kev 0 


conſiders What he is doing, can addreſs 


the greateſt and beſt of beings, i ina * 


and e N manner 5 


3 = 
f D e 
in? Come unto Chriſt, all that labour 


and are heavy laden, and he will give 


you reſt.” Doſt thou feel the preſſure of 
affliction, or the blaſt of cenſure ? Inftead 
of loathing thy being, inſtead of breaking 
out into ſudden burſts af paſſion againſt thy 
foes, or contracting a ſettled gloom of ma- 
lice, unboſom thy ſecrets, and diſburthen 


. -thy cares to Him, ho is both able and 
A to reſettle thy diſcompoſed mind. 
All that enyenomed rancour, which is apt 


to embitter our ſpirits againſt mankind in 


general, when we ſuffer, or think we fuffer 


undeſervedly, will abate and die away, 
as we ſtrive to ſet our affections on things 


above. Our thoughts, like the waters of 


the ſea, when exhaled towards heaven, will 


loſe 5 


| le um ibis — | 


ere of lore and kindncl upon on fellow 


ur, till they deſcend in gentle ſhow- 


As we invoke 85 | F ather of lights « to 


Father of mercies to pardon our fins, and 


the God of all comforts to relieve our 
diſtreſſes ; we ſhall be aſſured, that all 
things, ſooner or later, will work toge- 
ther for good to, us who love God:” 
And that he, to whom the whole family 


of beings in hum, and carth, and. ws. 


tor ; too great to need our imperfect ſervi- 


ces, too good not to accept of them, when 


they flow from a mind humbly deſirous to 


do his pleaſure, and recommend ourſelves 
to his favour. To an infinitely. power, 
ful being every thing muſt be accep- 
table, which cometh from an humble and 
' Mt * heart, which would be and do 


every 


ſeious, baue an bas beg is inſinitely | 
in himſelf, eee us 
mim * — cr 
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The Hepp of a Pious n 
wi te Sepreme Being, 
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| dequaint now ehyfelf with him, rw be at 
— Heace: ET I Fas orion ey 


Y anacquaintance with God is meant 

ſound piety and a ſincere courſe of vir- 
tue: for no aſſociation or friendſhip can 
ſubſiſt without a likeneſs of manners and 
inclinations. We muſt conform ourſelves 
to the divine image in * and real good- 
nels, 


| 
: 
: 

4 

is 
11 
7 


9 On a Pia Bitentuunſe tit 
of his favour, and a commerce of affetion 
with hime We muſt not only be deyout = 
and conſtant in ſerving him, but temperate 
And ſober, juſt and charitable; preſerving 
an even tenor of conduct agreeable to his 
holy will, before we can be bleſſed with his 


intercourſe, or the boſom of his love be 
opened to us. He wiſhes well indeed even 


to the unthankful and the evil, and deſires 
that. they may repent and be reconciled to 
him; but till they do ſo, he cannot pan =” 


look upon them with appro 


tivate any correſpondenee 3 We 


ſee that even a wiſe and good man, who has 


much leſs averſion to unrighteouſneſs than 
the Almighty, will favour none with his in- 


timacy, but ſuch as purſue the ſame track 


of virtue, though he has a general benevo- 
lence for all mankind. In like manner 
the good-will of God extends fo far to bad 
men, that he will offer them his grace, and 
ſupply them with all proper means of 
amendment, while there is any hope of 


reclaiming them; but it is only ſuch as 
reſemble his moral r Kg 


* 8 


win take pleaſure, and whom be will bo- 
—_— make happy with his acquaint- 

-, And from this friendſhip of God 
the —— upright ſhall erben 


ſelf with him, and de at poace': thereby | 


good nn 8 unto ee a 


» 13 FT, + Hong" 84 FE "og 
BY $35 242" * x. 


By * peace” 1 e is frequently 
underſtood happineſs in general, a com- 


prehenſion of all bleflings both outward 


and inward; not only à proſperous ſtate 


and deliverance from dangers, but tran- 


quility and ſatisfaction of heart. But in 


this place, is intended inward quiet aud 
peace of mind, and therefore I f 
inſiſt upon it. Only premiſing this, that 


the maxim chiefly relates to thoſe that ard 


uniformly virtuous, and have attained to a 
good degree of chriſtian perfection. For it 


is not to be denied, that the beginnings of | 


repentance and converſion are accompanied 
culty; the ſub- 


with much trouble and difficu 
duing of ftrong paſſions and the conflict 
with evil habits, is no way Joyous but grie« 
vous." But as men Po „ 


3 


hall chiefly # -:14 


ee fit eee eee neee eee ese = 
* A Wes 8 mY OE 1 * 9 ee * e * Ln FE 5 3 * nn * a 
j 4 r * * 2 8 s L 
1 F : 98 + N „ 7 


'94 


"and climb: igher up th aſcent of 
N 23 ee eee eee | 
former miſdeeds, ſome neglects, which they 
e eee ee nake the 
way more che orny and rugged, and often 5 
give them uneaſineſs. But they 
have long habituated A to „ 
Wh © ſo as to love it and Pg it with 
2 toon} Go, 
and it goeth, and to another, Come, and it 
/conath;*:rallyion.rvill-becems a.conſtant 
| ' 'fpring of delight to them, and fill their 
i minds with harmony and pleaſure — 1 
ſible. - Smatterers in Religion therefore 
1 * not to complain, if they find ſome | 
hardſhip ; for that hardſhip proceeds not 
from virtue, but the want of it; from the 
power of their appetites, which yet pre- 
vails in them, and produces much tumult 
and confuſion in their breaſts. Let them but 
advance towards the ſummit of the hill, and 
not be weary in well- doing, and in due ſea» 
ſon they ſhall find the fields of comfort, 
* reap the peaceable fruits of righteouſ- 


_ neſs, 


— che Deity, che oon 
of health and mn 
have cheared him witho' 
allay. 


vrhich is very pleaſing, but ĩt will make us 
as happy eee GS 


; allow. 


"0 ow 4 — 3 
God. If a man love me (ſaid our bleſſed 

Saviour) he will keep my words: and my 

Father will love him, and we will come 


unto him, and make our abode with him.“ 
How great an honour is this, that the Su- 


whom all the hoſt of heaven, the angelic hier- 
archy, bow with the moſt awful reverence, 
and ſerye with the greateſt rapture, will un- 


n our patranage, 1 vouchſafe us 


5 | 1.000 


And even in this fallen. ſtate, the 
practice of religion will not only entitle 
us to a bleſſedneſs after death, greater than 


90 'On a 


tify, to invigorate, | 
— —y—ę— 


W che peculiar privilege of bub u. ae 
fore the goſpel, ſuch as Moſes and Abra⸗ 
ham, while others were ſtrangers: to the co- 


venant of promiſe; but now it is in the 


power of. every good chriſtian to purchaſe 
_ the ſame felicity. Ye are my friends 


(faith Chriſt) if ye do whatſoever I com- 


mand you. Henceforth I call you not ſer . 

vants; | forithe ſervant knoweth not what 

his Lord doth, but I have called you friends; 

for all things that I have heard of my Fa- 
ther, I have made known unto yo.. 

With what delights muſt an union with 


him inſpire us, © whoſe loving kindneſs 


is better than life itſelf ?*? What Gnas 5 


of ſpirit muſt it produce, to approach the 
throne of his grace with the confidence of 


without reſerve ? to be conſcious of his be- 
nevolent regards, and free from the dejec- 
tions of ſervile dread, © for perfect love caſts 
9 on out fear,” To drink i in his divine influ« 
ences 


his favour, yay, will condeſend to — 


ſons, and to pour out our hearts before him | 


RF 
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ences, and be refreſhed with the dews of 
heaven, to obey his laws freely, to ſtudy: 

to perform him an acceptable ſervice, and 
to be ſure to have every advance of this 
kind, ſeen and approved by him. How 
exquiſite muſt the enjoyment be of that 


loye which is intirely fixed upon God; 


upon an object every way worthy, and 

glorious in all perfection; in whom there 
are excellencies incomprehenſible, ſo that 
we may be loſt in wonder and admiration 
for ever. OM” N 


1 friendſhip is very aelightful and 
endearing, ſince it is both giving and tak- 
ing pleaſure, which is increaſed by the 
mutual reflection of its rays. The ſatis= 
faction we produce in another, returns to 
us with great intereſt, and rebounds upon 

our own breaſt, Our affection for a friend 
charms us, but the ſenſe of our being be- 
loved by him is ſtill more tranſporting. 
Now he that does the will of God is ſure 
of his approbation; for * the righteous 
Lord loveth righteouſneſs, and his coun- 
tenance ſhall behold the upright.” And 
You, l. ome 


* Ge 


bew ineftimable is his — be . 
fo good a judge of merit, ſo-infallible'4 

 difcerner of f foirits ; who hath power to 
protect us from our enemies, and avert _ 


every tnifchief from our head; who is ins 


elined to do every thing that is moſt ad- 


for us, and will fil us with 0 


| the riches of his bounty ; and if we break 
with him, it is our own fault; for he en- 


tertains no ungrounded ſuſpicions of us, 


nor is of a fickle or variable temper; he _ 
remains faithful, he cannot deny himſelf,” 


though we deny him ; the rectitude of his 
nature is fill the fame. May not # good 

man then take to himfelf — of triumph, 
and ſay, Return unto thy reſt, O my 
foul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 


with thee; the Lord is my light 3 


falvation, whom ſhall I fear? the Lord” 
the ſtrength of my life, of whom 1 
be afraid - 


F ; 


To the eppetiatlins's of God; we no . 
24d, that of our own hearts; we are ra- 


tional creatures, and have no greater plea- 


ei than in _ EI" | "Bus reli- 
tion 
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gion is the. Me n eg peel. 5 


on; it is the wildem of God, and by 
following its dictates, we are juſtified to 


_ ourſelves, we are ſenſible we da what be- 


comes us, and have complacency and fa- 
tisfaction in our on conduct. For by 
diſcharging che obligations of duty, we 
ſtand acquitted to our on conſciences, 
preſerve the dignity of our character, and 
can look into our breaſts with. pleaſure, 
Whatever is right and proper is pleaſant 
too; but when things are wreſted out of 

their ſituation and poſture, diſturbance and 
uneaſineſs ariſes. Now nothing is more 
proper and fitting, than that the badily 
appetites ſhould be ſubordinate to reaſon, 


which is a higher principle, and was given 


us by the Deity, on purpoſe that it might 
govern the blind propenſians of our meaner 
flows from that juſt temper, and harmo- 


nious conſent of the ſeveral parts of the 
body, which we call health; but this is 


much inferior to that enjoyment that ſprings 
from a mind conſcious of having done well, 
* not fallen ſhort of any of the demands 
| Ha of 
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ing us to moderate and reſiſt theſe paſſions, | 


400 On 4 Piaus Intercourſe with 


of duty. Guilt is the ſickneſs of the ſoutz _ | 


and it is as impoſſible for a guilty mind . 


to be at peace, as it is 1 a * nn 


to be at reſt 


* 


He who firiven to live without elſes 
towards God and towards man, ſtands ap- 
proved by both, as well as by his .] m 
heart; beſides, the very war of the paſ- 
ſions amongſt one another, and againſt the 
conſtitution of nature, is extremely trou- 
bleſome, as no man can deny that has felt 


either the violence of deſire, the pining of 


grief, or the burning of jealouſy and re- 
'venge : Religion, therefore, in command= 


kindly intends to maintain the good order 
and tranquility of our minds, to prevent 
our being torn to pieces, or hurried into 
miſchief by their violence and miſ-rule. 


But the paſſions of a good man are like an 
army well-diſciplined and in good array, 
every member of which is active in its 


place, knows its office, and is obedient at 
a word; where the motion is made with 


the greateſt unanimity, reaſon concerts the 


to i * -. pla ng 


plan, courage makes the charge, "0 wad 
duct leads on to certain 3 * 


T he pin ttouble to the mivids of | 
men is guilt, both as it ſpoils their quiet 


and compoſure, and fills them with an 
odious ſenſe of having done wrong, of 


having deſerted their heavenly Benefactor, 
diſhonoured their beſt faculties, betrayed 


their poſt, and counteracted the deſign of 
their creation; and as it expoſes them to 


the wrath of God, 'the horrors of almighty 


vengeance, to fall upon them either in 


this world or in another. And though 
men in high health and outward proſpe- 


rity may ſmother theſe apprehenſions, yet 
when they once come to labour under af- 


fiction, or to ſee the approaches of death; 


they have nothing then left to ſupport 


them, the furies of conſcience are let louſe 


upon them, and they either rave into 'mad- 


neſs, or ſink into deſpair.” But the reli- 
gious man in his greateſt ſufferings, has a 


ſupport to rely upon that will not fail, and 
in his dying hour, he has the comforts of 


the divine favour to refreſh and bear him 
35 "2 oY _ 
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the propitiation for our ſins. Thus we are 
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a 2. ſource of ee nat Joy, 


and ſtrongeſt when he ſands moſt in need 


of it, in the time of trouble; or at the 


point of departure, for then faith almoſt 


turns $0 viſion, and the nearneſs of its 6: 


8 cones it « double ge” i 


" wi a c © # 
® Ns 5 | #4 


. 
tual fruition, but a great part of it in 


looking forward, in having a bright proſs 


pect of light and gladneſs before us. And 
this proſpect produces a full conſolation 


to the pious ſoul, by that “ faith, which 
is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not ſeen.” Religion 
either prevents the anguiſh and inconve- 


nience of guilt, by keeping us innocent 
and void of offence; or when we fall (as 


there is no man that does not ſometimes 


fall) it provides a remedy, by directing us 


to repentance, and aſſuring us of forgiye- 
neſs, through the merits of Chriſt, who is 


freed, 


out of the mind © 


4 A ee a 1 
Freed, as a. 


divine diſpleaſure, yet from that which d 
moſt dreadful of all, eternal wrath. An 
while the obſtinate cbntinue to propagate 
miſery to themſelves, the ſtings of guilt, 
and the reproaches of conſcience, are t 
f the penttent, "and he 


returns to that agg 
pafſeth all underſtanding.“ Hor great 2 
pleaſure, how great'a happineſs is it to be 
forgiven, to have the black catalogue” of 
our fins expunged, and a new page turn 


over to us; to be reſcued out of the jaws 


of deſtruction, and raiſed to the Hope of 


ſalvation again 
with the dr gratitude, and make us 


ready to ſpend and be ſpent for bur L 


to conſider, that he fo willingly remits 


both the guilt and penalty of our tran 
greſſions, if by our humility and penitence 
| we become objects of his mercy. The 


trouble that a virtuous action occaſions, is 


ſoon over, and when done, it is grateful 


to reflect upon for ever; nay, after we are 


habituated to it, it will be pleaſant in the 
doing as well as in the remembrance. On 
H 4 the 


of God Which 


Should it not inſpire u 7 


— 
1 4 
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the other hand, the lads; had vice 8 
fords is very ſhort and momentary, it dies 
in the taſting, and is no IW. d, 
n with grief and * e 


Let thoſe, 8 3 . * 
vour conſtantly to pleaſe themſelves, and 
to lay a ſure foundation of joy, become 
fincerely juſt and , pious; ſo ſhall they 
eſcape all the anxiety. of doubt ang ful. 
penſe, and all the torment of a guilty con: 
ſcience, the viſitation of temporal calami- - 
ties, and the plagues of futurity ; ; lo ſhall 
their minds, be calm and ſerene, their af- 
fections move with a gentle tide, and. their : 
hopes be full of immortality ; ſo ſhall men 
eſteem them, angels protect them, and their. 15 
Maker guide them with his grace here, and 
hereafter reward them with glory. 


won 
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8 E R M 0 N. XXIII. 
The peculiar Happineſs of View, 


P ALM cxix. „ ohh * 
Blifed are the ryan in the way, * ad 


walk in the law w of t the Lord., 


on the ſide of vice and irreligion, than the 
notion that there is more of profit, of li- 


berty and pleaſure, to be found in the in- 
dulgence of ſin, than in the ways of piety 
and virtue. What has added great ſtrengtk 
and force to this unfortunate prejudice, is, 
that moſt men having made ſome ſlight 


and ſuperficial attempts to conquer or cor- 


rect their paſſions, and having found the 
firſt ſtruggle ineffectual, or the combat 
very difficult, they are unwilling to ſtrive 
any longer to ſtem the current: they can- 


not think of bearing the labour of the oar, 
| | — 0 


HE RE is not any ching bas given 
the minds of men à more fatal bias 


3 9 
1 — 2 
4 r by 

* 1 U 
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fon as to work 4 0088 into te zarbour, 
| and therefore ſuffer thernſclves to be b 
away with the tide at its pleaſure, reg 


ful that it may ſplit them upon a welk, = | 


bury them in the deep, Thus virtue re- 
ceiyes a deeper wound from thoſe wha' hive | 
| falſely profeſſed themſelves its vc taries, and 
made ſome faint reſolutions to be on its 
fide, than it does from thoſe that have been 
all along its open enemies. The world has 
looked upon them, perhaps, as religious * 
men, but nn not been ſo, 
the eli e of. virtue, for the ain 
and empty flaſhes. of a diſſolute life, It 
muſt indeed be confeſſed, that the alcent | 
_ of virtue is at firſt ſeep and difficult, and 
that the beginning of a good-life requires 
much care, attention and labour, eſpeci- 
aly if there be ſome habitual. ſin in the 
way; though even here, the denial of au 
vicious appetite or paſſion (if we have hut 
the heart and courage to deny it) yields 
us much greater pleaſure than the gratif - 
cation of it could poſſibly do. But when 5 
we once come to be undefiled and ſincere, 
when 


in Sis — virt: 
ſtep we take mate = and the: be projet 


* is no * Fi ——_— ſucces i * 


lows a heartleſs enterprise; let a man 


once become ſincerely: eee „ 
happier than he was before, - e f 


tuous, and if he does not 


The profligate and the irreſolutty he that 
is not a chriſtian at all, and he chat is 
only almoſt one, are not proper. judges in 
this caſe; if they pronounce that virtue is 
a troubleſome and untaly poſſeſſion, they 
pronounce concerning a ſtate which they 


1 end do-nat udentand 


all God's „ and Kept ti 
with his . heart, found, A 0 . 
declared, how bleſſed a thing it yas. 


In maintenance of his allertion, A 
leave to open to you ſome of the gener 
reaſons of happineſs, which ought to in- 


fluence us to embrace a virtuous. courſe of 
life, 2 5 


I. Thall 
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208 The peculiar Happineſs of Pity | . 
I. I ſhall take notice of che tendeney 


chat virtue has to procure us the 1 
8 png e 


II. Or the” e and advantage 
| which are more peculiar to N 1 f 


I need not tell you how . a blen 
Pope benefit- health is ; every man knows 
it, either from the ſweet enjoyment which 
it gives him, or elſe from the pains which 
accompany the want of it. Now, virtue 
highly contributes to the preſervation of 
this bleſſing; as the body makes impreſ- 
ſions upon the ſoul by the ſenſes, ſo the 
ſoul greatly affects the frame of the body 
by the motion of the paſſions. We know 
what tumult of ſpirits, and what convul- 
fions of the human fabric are produced by 
rage; but malice, which is the continu- 
ance of anger and hatred, muſt have 
much worſe effect; the more it is forced 
to be concealed, the more it increaſes and 
ferments, and preys u pon the wretch that 
indulges it. Nothing is more common 
than to deſeribe envy by its leanneſs and 


POO 


; Happinſs of rich. 10 


pining, by its nid paleneſs, and the 
gloomy caſt it gives to the countenance. 
But religion teaches us to mortify theſe 


vices, and to walk in love and good-will, 
to cultivate peace, and to rejoice in it 


evermore. Nor is there any better means 


to preſerve a good habit of body, than 


that chearfulneſs and eaſe of heart which 


contentment and univerſal benevolence in- 


ſpire. Who is there that does not ſee 
what havoc is made in the world by luxury 
and exceſs of every kind ? what numbers 


of men theſe vices cut off in the flower of 
their age, and beginning of their ſtrength ! 


or if their life laſt to a longer term, is it 


not commonly ſpun out in feebleneſs and 
diſeaſe and pain? And indeed, how ſhould 


it be otherwiſe, when they daily take in 
the inſtruments of death, and weaken the 
ſprings of the animal machine, by perpe- 


tually precipitating its motions; for as 
much as thoſe ſprings move too faſt while 


they are poſſeſſed with the ſenſeleſs jollity, 
they will afterwards move too flow; mean- 


time the organ by its too frequent irregular 


motions, is diſconcerted and ſoon worn 
4 | ques 
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. | . Religion, n 
Ry fit vlog. in the exceſſes of ſenſual 
ky pleaſures, gives us a juſter reliſh, and. more | 
ſatisfactory enjoyment, of ſuch as are inno- 
dent and lawful z it does not cn us 
- teot out any natural but only | 
4 erate it, and to keep it within due 
3 and by this means, it gives u 
more ſolid and laſting ſhare of the Wel 
comforts e than vice can pretend ta. 
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deſtroys, but virtue > pris them ww. 
of the low gratifications of luxury, it 
-groveling on the ground, non: being go- 
verned by the attractions of the animal 
a it gives us the rational and manly 
ports of grief, and a deſpondency of heart, 
brought either to ſudden death, or ele 
into incurable diſtempers, in which they 
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ſiuch diſtempets and ſickteſſes as are uns- 


have 3 out Fan But . 
gion forbids the enceſſes and intem 
allies of ſorrow, and teaches us to & ee 
as though we wept not, becauſe the faſhi- 


voidable, the good man is patient and re- 
ſigned to providence, knowing them ta be 
the corrections of à merciſul father, wha 
will either ſoon heal and reſtore him, r 
elſe remove him to a ſtate Wan 
eaſe. © 6 ACS $5 


_—_— 3 42 155 
value and importance, which is geoezally 


an appendage of virtue. |< A good! name = 


1s better than great riches.” It is the en- 
gine by which we muſt do the greateſt | 
part of the good we hope to do in the world. 
The obſervation of a good man's ct 
procures him credit; and that credit majtes 

his virtue ſtill mare obſerved, extends hug 
influence, and gives a tenfold efficacy uo his I 
example. The love of honour and the fear 
of ſhame operate ſtrongly upon the ſbul 


2 reſer ative of vis» 


6 etdskaction in being ſenſible of i — 855 8 3 
| good eſteem of our neighbours z 1 this 
is to be procured by virtue alone. The 
man, whom no one can eſteem; is farely in 
a very fotlorn and deſolate condition. Suh 
is the dignity and beauty of virtue, that 
it commands reſpect and reverence. Even 
thoſe that regard it with envy cannot help 
_ approving it inwardly, nay by their ver) 
envying of it they declare it to be a valu- 


able poſſeſſion. Let them ſtrive to leſſen it . 


ever ſo much to themſelves or others, yet 
even in their own opinions it will riſe uß 
again with irreſiſtible luſtre. He who be- 
haves himſelf well and wiſely, who is pru- 
dent as the ſerpent and harmleſs as the 
dove, who is ready to do all the good he 
can to all men, without even a proſpe& or 
deſire of a return, who is meek and cour- 
teous and forward to oblige, who is faith- 
ful to his promiſes and firm in his friend- 
ſhip, ſober and peaceable and uncenſorious, 
cannot fail of meeting with love and re? 
ſpect. Even thoſe that will not take pains 
to acquire theſe virtues, will yet commend 
_ otg7 SD Cn | them 
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thinns who * a e. 


ers of that Which is good ?” But if any 
ſhould be ſo far loft to a ſenſe of all bande 
neſs, as to endeayour to blacken and dalpas © 
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IT is the intereſt e chen 


of bad men to have. their neighbours. up⸗ 
right and honeſt. Who can be provoked 
to calumniate or revile a man that is inof- 


fenſive, and friendly to all? Who will 
ſtudy to harm you if you. be thus. follows. 


rage ſuch a character, the good man? Ras ; 
very little occaſion to be troubled or to be 
afraid of their terror ; for his i innocence 18 85 


a ſufficient ſupport to him, and he is not 


to ſtand or fall by their judgment. He only, 8 
endeayours to approve himſelf to the bet 


part, and not to the refuſe of mankind; B 


| courts not the favour nor deſires the praiſes 


| muſt take care not to let that 3 


of the profligate. But at the ſame time 
that we deſire the eſteem of good. men, we 


into oſtentation and vain glory 3 


his ane to procure ths 1 4 


men, yet he wants the inward ſatisfaction 
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. bf dan e conſcious that he deſerves it; Ys 5 
ſenſible that this ptaiſe does not really he: 
long to him, that theſe are but borrowed 
: colours, and that he i is in his heart a villain. 
What ſignify the applauſes of the world to 
bim, if his own conſcience reproaches and 
diſapproves him ? But the ſectet virtues of 
2 religious man, and the good actions which 
be performs in private and apart from the 
eyes. of the world, and which ate the beſt . 
proof of his ſincerity, loſe not their honour; | 
for they are ſeen and approved by the Al- 
mighty who ſeeth in ſecret,” and is the 
8 perfect judge, who will one day ſhew - 
forth thoſe ſecret virtues to men and an- . 


* and reward them openly. | Ws. 08 5 . 


bay Samkortsble ſubliſtence i is Aotha Bice: x 


the which virtue generally procures. For, 
_belides that a good man has no leſs ſkill in 
bulineſs, and addreſs in his affairs, than 


other men, his firm and unſhaken honeſty 
procures him confidence and ſucceſs. A 
lying tongue is but for a 'moment ;” fraud 

and impoſture are generally diſcovetedt 


the end, and the diſcovery is always attend- 


7 
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8 1 95 * 
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| kant 3 to | ſore "uſeful employ- 


ment, which religion enjoins, are alſo pro- 


ductive of much advantage. The ſincerity, 
the faithfulneſs, and kindneſs of a good 


man, make his ſervice, his friendſhip and 
correſpondence, univerſally. valuable. He 
keeps at the greateſt diſtance from the pro- 


fuſions of luxury. - And when he has pro- 


vided for himſelf and his family, his only 


profuſion is to the poor; but this is far 
from being a real detriment to his fortune. 


For what he lays out in charity ſanctiſies 
and gives a bleſſing to all the reſt, The 
Lord, to whom he lendeth by pitying the 


poor, can and generally does make his ins 


' creaſe even in this life -a hundredfold. 
However, by thus making ** friends of the 


mammon of unrighteouſneſs, he ſecures 


to himſelf an everlaſting habitation, and 


an inheritance which will not decay. And 
| ſhould not this be taken into the account of 
profit. Why ſhould you be fo ſolicitous 
about the fortune and figure your poſterity 


ſhall make when you are dead, and yet 
. * 
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£6. The peculiar 


app of PH. 
take no thought how it ſhall fare with yours 
| ſelves then, nor make'any proviſion in ME. 


divine favour againſt that day of neceſſity ? 5 


A good man can ſcarce ever want a'ſuffici- | 
ent portion of the good things of this life, 
becauſe he holds a very little to be ſuf- 


ficient. He aſks only a ſupply for the 


real neceſſities of nature, and theſe are 


ſoon anſwered: but a faſtidious delicacy. E 


is ſcarce to be pleaſed with the greateſt 8 


affluence. Beſides, he is entitled to the 


care and ſuccour of the divine providence, _ 
which will never fail nor forſake' him. 
He need not be of doubtful mind, for 
fince he firſt ſeeks the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs,” he may be ſure 
that other neceſſary things will be added 
unto him. He will either be delivered 
from danger and diſtreſs, or elſe ſupport- 
ed under them. Therefore if at any time 
he falls into poverty and affliction (which 
is ſometimes the caſe) they do not ſink him 


into dejection and deſpair. He has ſpiritual 


| comforts to ſtrengthen and refreſh him, 
and he knows that this © light affliction, 


, which 1 is but for a moment, worketh for 
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him a far more A * Tn: 


veg or glory.” F227 = * 


1 


05 Thus you 42 chit: hs ſolid e | 


and real pleaſures « of life generally accom- 


pany piety and virtue: and the reaſons 


why they do not always do ſo, ſeem to 
be theſe. Firſt, becauſe every creature, 


as ſuch, is neceſſarily imperfect; and our 
mortal ſtate in particular is ſubject to many 


infirmities and evils, which could not alt 
be prevented without a conſtant miracle. 
And ſecondly, becauſe the choice of vir- 
tue would hardly be free and voluntary, 


if it always procured us health and riches 
and honour. If a preſent and immedi- 


ate reward or puniſhment followed every 
act of virtue or vice, men would be ne- 


ceſſitated to be good; but ſuch a neceſ- 


ſity is not conſiſtent with a ſtate of pro- 
bation. - However, the good order and 
conſtitution of our nature is ſufficiently 
vindicated by the general adjuſtment of 
things, as well as the goodneſs of God 
In n making our duty in great meaſure our 


— 14 bap- 


| happineſs (fo far as any enjoyments wa 
life _ that name) even * 


For n are other vleflings Rill + more 
te and more peculiar to virtue, duch 
as contentment and peace of mind, a good 
conſcience, and the hope of n 
dleſſedneſs 3 which Tam £7 ns. 


oi 


— N 


m In the next ans to'take a of; 
The ſoul of man cannot attain to full con- 
tentment, nor take any perfect complacen- 
cy in eatthly and external things. It isa 
ſpirit, and therefore no corporeal enjoy. 
ments can thoroughly ſatisfy it, for they 5 
are not proper nor 'ſuitable to its nature. 
The ſeat of happineſs is in the mind; and 
if that be confuſed and irregular, uneaſy 
' and tempeſtuous, tis not the greateſt beau - 
ty, 'or grandeur, or ſweetneſs of things 
without it, that can content and compoſe it, 
We need no other proof that earthly things 
are unſatisfaCtory than this, that thoſe who 
feek for felicity in them are never eaſy un- 
der an uniform ſameneſs of the objects 
of fruition ; their attention muſt by all 


means 


The pra Toppineſ i Piay- g 
means be take * him Ai own mag : 
_ emptineſs and merit, and be 


n 


But the cn is, . th at it there i: is no 
ſuch thing as a perpetual variety to be 
found; they cannot be entertained with 
iN 6 ſucceflion of ſomething new 3 
the round of ſenſual Pleaſures is quickly of 
run through, and there is nothing but 
the ſame dull circle to return. The ca- 
pacities of the ſoul are too large to be 
filled with vaniſhing and tranſient things; 
tis a ſenſe of the preſent favour of a Be- 
ing infinitely great and good, and the hope 
of the future enjoyment of that Supreme 
Good, alone, that can content it. Con- 
tentment is indeed only another name 
for peace of mind; and nothing can give 
us this, but that elf. approbation which 
always accompanies virtue. Though. a 
man could gain all the applauſes of the 
world, nay, though he could gain the 
world itſelf, yet if when he looks into 
the inward ſtate of his own heart, he per- 
ceives that he is fooliſh and wicked, and 
has incurred the diſpleaſure of the Su- 
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Preme Being, he muſt be filed with r 8 
motſe, he muſt condemn himſelf,” ant 
conſequently be miſerable. He carries a x 


cenſor in his own breaſt which he can= 
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not fly from, and whoſe judgment he muſt 
ſubmit to. But he who acts up to the die- 
tates of reaſon, and is at peace with God, 


is alſo at peace and in friendſhip with 
himſelf ; his paſſions move in good order; 


his frame of mind is beautiful, and the 


proſpect of it more lovely than the magni- - 


proſpect which he can always command; 


ficence of the whole creation. And it is "op 


neither the darkneſs of the night, nor the 
walls of a priſon, can ſhut it out: though he 4 


ſhould be ſo circumſtanced as to be at a loſs 
for all other entertainments, yet he has this 
greateſt of all entertainments, the conſci- 
ouſneſs of well-doing, always at hand. It 
is alſo a proſpe& of which he never can 
be weary : external beauties ſoon fade upon 

the eye, they only ſtrike us a little, while 

they are new, but after repeated and fre- 
quent views they become cheap and unaf- 
fecting; but this proſpeR, the oftner it is 
ſurveyed, and the more cloſely it is examin- 


ed, 78 


ed, the more it is admired, and the gras IS 
delight it yields. Senſual pleaſures are 


tranſient and cloying, and are recommend- 
ed by rare and leſs frequent uſe, or by. ſome 
previous pain; but the reflection on a well- 
ſpent life will be agreeable and pleaſing 


even to eternity. No man ever approved jo 
himſelf the 'more for having indulged his 


appetites, nor could comfort himſelf under 


the want of their preſent gratifications, by 


the recollection of the paſt. But good 


actions are not only pleaſant in the doing, 


but in the remembrance, for ever; a good 


conſcience gives us a foretaſte of heaven, 


and an earneſt of OS? menen, i 


17 


And as virtue gives birth to the * 5 


of the joys of a future ſtate, (on account 
of his inheritance in which principally a 
virtuous man is called bleſſed) ſo that hope 
reciprocally improves and ſtrengthens vir- 
tue. If we have a well - grounded expec- 


tation of this crown of righteouſneſs and 


glory, it will make us habitually well- 


pleaſed and chearful; and this good hu- 


mour will * our hearts and dilate our 
1 —_— 


5 


runny "He we can ke wy ont no 
frecompence for the great things he has 3 
been pleaſed to promiſe, the ſtreams of our 
bounty will naturally flow out upon our 3 
fellow - creatures. How faſt muſt it tie the 
friendſhip of good men to think, that even 
death itſelf ſhall not ſeparate them for ever; 
but that they are heirs together of the ſame 
promiſes, and ſhall live together for ever in 
the ſame happy place above l This} vill 
prevent us from being elated by proſperity, 4 
and from being corrupted and vitiated by its 
temptations : for who will be proud of the 
petty diſtinctions, and empty pageantry of 
this world, that has a reverſionary title to 
ſuch ſolid and durable glories, to“ a king- 
dom which cannot be moved? Who will 
ſink under the preſſures of adverſity, that 
believes he ſhall ſoon be removed to a ſtate 
of perfect peace, and of reſt unchangeable ? 
Who will be impatient under the pains of 
the body, that believes it ſhall be reſtored 
to him vigorous and ſprightly, and a fit 
companion for his immortal ſpirit, at the 
reſurrection of the juſt ? Seeing therefore 
*, Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 
having 


ſceing “ we have this hope in ourſelves, 
as an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt, let us purify ourſelves, even as 


God is pure; fo when he- ſhall appear, 
we ſhall be like him, * 


as he is. 


SERMON XXIV. 
On the Love of God. | 
MA v R. xii. 37, 38. 


Thou ſpalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with 
all thy mind, This is the fff and great- 


commandment. 


NE great and r 
that is entertained againſt religion, 


is, that piety is a gloomy unjoyous thing; 
that its votaries muſt renounee all the 
ddlights of life, and condeſcend to ſeve- 


rities 


having 1 the e 55 
as well as of that which 4s: to come; and - 


On FI Love of G th 3 
: üs and A eee * SV 5 
1 taſte and ſpirit cannot bear; that an at- 2 
tention to ſpiritual things N ncon- 
ſiſtent with gaiety of heart; and that a 
conſtant care to approve himſelf to the 
Supreme Being, is a reſtraint upon à lo r 
of freedom ab N and 2 of ac- 5 
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2 83 Religion is not that me⸗ | 
lancholy inſtitution, which ſome of its 5 
imprudent friends, as well. as its enemies, ä 

have repreſented it. We are all of us, 
| indeed, too apt (whether we may have re- 
marked it or no) to take up unlovely ideas 
of religion; ſuch is our commerce with 
ſenſual things, ſuch our acquieſcence in 

eaſy trifles, or ſuch our indulgence to im- 
poxtunate appetites, that we look upon the 
duties we owe to God as a hardſhip, and | 
approach his preſence rather with the re- 
luctance of needy debtors, than ins the 
chearfulneſs of ſons. | 5 


But this is our miſtake and our Wy 
-not X that of e ; for piety is the true and 


only. 


? * j g ( . 
- 5 N ; s "hs 2 : 
4 SY o ; 
| ; 5 ; 
vs z * © es y e * 1 
4 _ he 83 Prey * * 5 * 3 8 
4 ©, * g 200 "> 1 £ : 2 5 2 
F | 1 2 N 5 3 * . 5 , 3 
. * 7 . * * „ * 7 * : 
* ts 2 9 +. 2 ” 
* Xt 
5 . « 
= ” * 
# 


only conſtant ſource of joy and ſatisfaRt 


The truth of this aſſertion (waving other ü 5 
conſiderations). ſufficiently appears from 
hence, that the main and eſſential prin- 


ciple, the informing ſoul, nay, the almoſt 
intire buſineſs of religion, is love; the love 


of God, and the love of our neighbour. 
We find much ſatisfaction in the love 
even of a worthy man, who has many | 
failures to caſt a: ſhade upon his virtues,” 


who is liable to change, and whoſe power 
to do us and others; good, is within a 


narrow ſpherez how bleſt then muſt the 
lot of that man be, who has an affection 

for his God, who is goodneſs itſelf, with 
whom is no variableneſs, no inconſtancy, 
and who has power to ſatisfy all his de- 
ſires, and the deſires of worlds of creatures - 


| beſides ] Should not that all- perfect Being 


be beloved © with all our heart, and with 


all our ſoul, and with all our mind?“ 


In ſpeaking to which words, I ſhall 
Firfl, The nature 
| 2 A e PU: ee Heconalu, 


2 a . JE | * : - g x 
E RK 7 . "yy oy 2 
% O, the Low of Gol. 


game, Tho ee ofchis great duty: 

wich, 1 mall point out the proper 

| means' of OO at the vracdiee a 
- 


#; "The love of God may wth be ww 
vm e the firſt and great command- 
ment, for it includes in it every regard | 
we ought» to pay him; and it is not only 
the ſpring and — of all the duties 
we owe him, but the total ſum of them. 
Even our reverential awe of the Deity, 
is owing to a careful deſire to pleaſe him, 

and to be accepted in his ſight. Do we 
freely reſign ourſelves to his holy will 
and pleaſure? are we meek and patient 

under the viſitation of his hand? it is be- 
cauſe we love him, and are willing to caſt 
ourſelves, and the- direction of our n 
upon him, i i 


A. 4 W « being of infinite perfec - 
tions, and the author of all perfection 
that is in the world, the liberal donor of 
all the good and happineſs that we, ot 


any 


3 


n ee 


js as well as revelation, requires, 


that we ſhould love God aboye all things, 


and with the utmoſt vigour and intenſe- 


neſs of mind. But the nature of this 


duty will be better underſtood, by con- 


ſidering its ſeveral OI. 1 8 
dients. _ 4 ps 


iſt, If we love God, we md hav 
a moſt intire and rational eſteem for, an 


admiration of, and complacency in him. 
And ſurely this belongs to a being poſſeſt 
of every excellency, and that in an infi- 


nite degree; in him goodneſs is an uni- 
form and unchangeable principle; the 
ſtreams of his bounty ate always flowing, 


and never ſhall be exhauſted. He is not 


only ſufficient to his own happineſs, but 


able and willing to crown millions f 


his creatures with his bleſſings; in his 
dealings with them he keeps a ſteady view 
to the benefit of the whole; he is never 
actuated by caprice or humour; no flat - 


tery, no cunning, nor ought but rectitude 
. of life, can recommend us to his accept- | 


ance, 


wy 
any other of his creatures can ene; 


by me ? 


1 „ele i ſite thn aſſions, 
18 =_— blaſts. of war, which embroil and : 
diverſify the actions of weak and incon- 
ſiſtent man; he is moſt perfectly one, not 
only in his eſſence, but in the principle 
of action too; and though we, eee 
our ignorance and ſhort- ſightedneſs, are 
forced to conceive of him partially, 5 > 
to expreſs the tranſcendent excellency of 
his nature, as well as we can, by attri- 


butes, yet it is only an inadequate W ð•.2” 


of expreſſing that uniform principle of 
action which is in God; for, as all the 
duties we owe to God fall in with the 
love of him, ſo all God's moral attributes 
: may juſtly be reſolved into his goodneſs; 
he is the Holy. Lord God, who was, and 
is, and is to come; who is the ſame yel- _ 
terday, and e and for ever.“ His 
power is indeed immeaſurable, and his 
juſtice is infinite; and theſe, conſidered 
abſolutely, might be the objects of terror 
to frail man; but now they are under the 
direction af: infinite goodneſs, they in⸗ | 
creaſe our love, as well as command. our 


higheſt en ; for his mercies fal 
| 5 not, 
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not, _ « | his FS are the fins. 
of men.“ 33 not only. 

to his ſpotleſs and unſinning creatures, the 
holy angels, the glorious and. dignified in- 
habitants of his courts, but to man, to 
ungrateful and diſobedient man 3 nor does 


his proyidence regard only large bodies 


and ſocieties of men, but ey individual. 
| Ought we not, therefore, to eſteem and ta 


adore ſo much 'goodneſs, ſo much impar- 


tiality ? Ought we not to rejoice, that 
ſince we have a heavenly Maſter, to whom 
we muſt pay homage, that we can pay it 

freely and with pleaſure, from the moſt 
intimate conſciouſneſs that he ini 
deſerves it? We muſt then be very careful 
to gain true notions of the excellency of 
the divine nature; and in order to this, we 


muſt frequently and ſeriouſly think of God, ; 
and meditate upon his adorable attributes, 
_ a5 far as reaſon or revelation has diſepvered 


them to us. And when our underſtandings 
are properly informed concerning God, we 
muſt prefer him before all other things, 
and ſay with holy David, Whom have 
I in heaven but thee, and there is none 


Vot. Ih. | upon 


l 


a eee 
ald faculties ef dur ſouls will be 
Stexted for the fruition. of 
mall thirft and 


Mviſible to mortal eyes ? « Behold, I yo 
forward, but de is not there, and buck- 


Fan work „meln. 
not behold him 

right-hand, that 1 . ber al ab 
his been well obſerved, in ater to 

that it is not fo much the ſeeing ot 
friend; that moves us with joy, ove, and 
> towards him, as the being fart | 
He is with us; aid that if we could be 
informed of his preſence any other way: 
than by our ſenſes, we ſtieuld be affected 


in the ſame manner, Ts he then, in whom 1 


i 
+; 


* 


ven is the place, "where he will in the 
| moſt ample | manner communicate himſelf 
to his children; there it is that they ſhall 


e N 1 * . N "5 TS * 5 2 = * 


off? Jed 5 not fill Waren ee 


with his prefence ? It is true, we can en- 
joy God but impert Ay in this life hea- 


de filled with emanations of his , 
and be ſafis isfied with thoſe pleafures which 


are at his right-hand | for evermore. And 
for this conſummation of their happineſs, 
for theſe perfect Joys, the pious and the 
good moſt earneſtly pray, and with 55 


miffion to his heavenly will they beg that 


| he would ſhortly accompliſh the number 

of his cle, ; and haſten his kingdom. But 
fince God is pleaſed to communicate his 5 
love, in ſome meaſure and degree, even in 


this life, and give happy foretaſtes of the 
bleſſedneſs to come, to his children here, 
according to his good pleaſure, and has 
promiſed, that he will „ dwell with thoſe 
that love him, and make them glad with 
the joy of his countenance;” this puts 


them upon the moſt earneſt endeavours to 


obtain this happy privilege, that they may 


ho frequently 


God's ordinances, i in the Fake uſe of 
which, he is wont more eſpecially to come 
municate himſelf to pious ſouls, and. pour 
down bis bleflings upon them, „ 
light to go to the houſe of 0 there to 
join with their brethren in praying unto, 
and praiſing the adorable King ol | heaven 
and earth; they have frequently found ang 
experienced the great benefits and bleſſings 
which attend upon theſe ſacred inſtitu - 
tions z that thereby their ſouls have ben 
comforted and refreſhed, their graces im- . 
proved and ſtrengthened, and God bas 
graciouſly manifeſted his love and favour 
to them. For which reaſon, they haue e 
' fame holy love and deſire. for God's houſe . 


as the Pſalmiſt had, when he thus „ 1 


preſſed himſelf, % One day in thy courts 
is better than a thouſand ! How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! My | 
| Joul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for ts 
courts of the Lord, my heart and my fleſh _ 

cry out for the living God.” We there» | 


* if we love him, ſhall maintain with | 
him 7 


2 a: > te "i gire 
a on pre + 


his grace and and by making a 
_ thankful return; we we ſhall behave in every 
reſpect with the g teſt wiſdom and de- 


—_ leſt we ſhould offend his all-feeing 


Far view of pleaſing him, who is the ſole 
perfect judge, than in the applauſes of a 
world, and breathe after that day, when 
ce ye ſhall ſee God . . eg 


* 


eren as we are known.” RET do 
A third property of. this love of God, is 


fight, a reſolution to keep his command- 
ments, and a careful and attentive imita- 


_ heart, and breaks the. ſoft fetters of indo- 
lence; it calls forth every latent good 
lity, and makes us poſſeſs r of "uh 


| as we wanted before. 


— wee 


Our bleſſed: aer unn WIGS 


1 ae to s communis a welt of or 


cellencies, and uw 
ing the e love, by receiving 


We ſhall have more ſatisfuction in 


a deſire of approving our conduct in bis 


tion of him. Divine love enlarges the 


qua- 


all things. And 


his example, be kind and mercif 
oy, one another, ev 
for Chriſt's e hath loved an 


* 
285 


* 


* 


Ne 0. aſſociation can. fubſiſt without 5 


likeneſs of manners in the | 


ſtrictiy belongs to nave but ſuch-as lonk 
upon God 2 as an nge nd ar 


Of theſe, che nunber a l 


out of che world, 25 
to be 


relation when beſides the natural ties wot : 
God adam are — to — e 


by a likeneſs of nature, and by their com- 


mon care to do good! There is, ther. 
fore, no other teſt of our bony Ong but . 
de ae of 2 r AR: + 


bs ran B34 
© : 2 + 
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wh 47 all that 1 _ faid of the 
of the love of God, in order to pt 


n . 


the mutual regards of that perfect Being, 
I would be far from being thought 8 
_ diſcourage ſuch an obedience as is entered 
into upon a motive of fear, or even an |} 
obedience in which fear is ſtill predomi- 
nant. No man can even begin his repent _ 


| ance from dead works, to ſerve the living 


God, without ſome truſt -in his merey, 5 


ſome affiance in his goodneſs ; he cannut 


reſolve to forſake his fins, and the evil f 
his ways, without deteſting them; nor can 
he do that, unleſs he is in ſome meaſure 


ſenſible of the benny” of virtue, and the |} 
Jove® _ | 


- 1 who 18 r ere this for him. <q 
TON ahi we” cannot Jove\fo 


N — to corey: on againſt" very 
powerful, watchful; and conſtant e enemies; 

and in this warfare love is our offeriive; 
and fear our defenſive armour, Were we 

actuated only by love, we ſhould be too 5 
bold and ſanguine, and were we influen | 
by fear alone, all the powers r 
would be locked up, our faculties would 
be benumbed, and we ſnould ſit ſtill _ 
an pr nn. 1 ae 


II. To ſhew. the extent of this great | 
duty. There have been two errors in the 


world, one on either extreme, concerning 
the love of God. | 


The firſt is, dan we tht to Wüst him 
ho as not to love any thing elſe. It has 


4 


— 


of our hearts, We are not to. 


r and mo 


— 


lineſs in this ſyſtem 


For che ſupport and comfort of our 


ble frame, God has given us many tem- 
and xai- 


good things, 


eps, * 1 re — ae love 
gs, that we riſa 
to the contemplation of Him 


wards him; that we: may pray acceptably 
without devation, and be religious: 
love: theſe are the men h run from one 
folly to another, and moe inen 
who forget the duty of f ö 
to avoid 
of keeping God's commandments, profefſ- 
edly negle& one of the molt important of 


— 


© mn 


— — 


—— 2 — — 


— — 


„ een 


—ͤ——ũbä —— — — — — 


. 
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- "divine ordinances, they ; are afaid 
_ . oy as | ought, 
= not 8 nene burſt of — 8 
| 5 from a flow 1 1 a: 4 


im; it is 3 * and babitua , 
: vour to procure his favour, through all the 


changes and chances of this' lower wor 


Having thus conſidered the extent hah this | 
i duty, and 
ttz Ipaſson, 


aalen it, by: a redo 
inclination; towards our Maker, it will be- 
come ſuch a fixed and powerful ſpring. of 


| ation as will eaſily defeat all other 


that may come in n, ** 1. 25 


More 8 In 4 — to attain ſuch 
a love of God as the text requires, we muſt 
be careful to ſubdue all inordinate affections 
for the things of this world. St. John gives 
us this precept, * Love not the world, nei- 
ther the things that are in the world; and 
then adds, © if any man love the map, the 
love of the Father is not in him.“ And he 
explains what he means by the things of 
the world in the next verſe, the luſt of the 
fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of 
life,“ that is, all ſenſuality, covetouſneſs, 
and yain-glory. All immoderate fondneſs 
for the things of this world, is inconſiſtent 


with that pure and holy affection we ought 
to 


to ſeek 
ter our affeRions 


„ 


Pry love of Mic 
works of creation, fol 
he has made, what variety of creatufes 

Was produced, in what ample menfures be 

has communicated his goodneſs to alf be- 
ings that are capable of it; muſt we not 
ery out with the Pſalmift, & O Lord, hom 
manifold are thy works! in wiſdom bat 
thou made them all, the earth is full of th 

6 


2 7 = 75 5 f . | . . $ ; « | 8 i ' 5 
5 4 f pts : c 2 . 7 0 | fees f z 
; . — b : * " - 1 ; 7 9 8 * 
* 2 4 . L S 5 ; 4 
-Þ y on, * * 1 * . + * # 
v Wes” | ; 3 4 ; D 7 
i | I 55 hg . ko 5 - 
— — 'g 


Ache —— — 1 
ſelves,. our curious frame, thoſe excellent 
eee ING that domi- 


creatures, and that world of man which 


we not be conſtrained by ie — 8 
tion to admire and adore our gracious crea- 


tor ? If we rele farther upon the Works 


of providence, particularly as they repel _ 


_ ourſelves, that * in him we live, move, and 


have our being,“ that he fuſtains, protedts, 


and gives us all things richly to enjoy z- 
can we forbert to acknowledge our almigk- 
ty benefactor ? But we have till greater 
evidences of the goodnefs of God in his 


care for our fouls, ancients It % 
diſplayed with all ith luſtre in the work of 


redemption. He has condeſcended to ran- 


the dominion and puniſhment of fin, and 
by his Son Jeſus Chriſty he brightneſs 

of his glory and the expreſs image of his 
perſon, he has purified unto himſelf a pecu- 


liar people zealous of good works.” He has 


not only e given us a beings but a ſpirit 
which 


* 


beg of him to grant us his grace and H | 
Spirit. Let us with ſorrow and ſhame cons 
feſs our ingratitude towards him, and 
Hy beſeech him to take our affeQions off 
from the things of this world, and draw 
them to himſelf, in whom alone truß 
is to be found. By devout and co 


prayer, our affections will be ſpiritualized, 


. 44 


our hearts will be elevated, our ſouls: and 3 
thoughts fixed upon God, and freſh con- 


ſolations will be vouchſaſed us, w 
* ſhall fill more and more perceive. that 15 
s the Lord is gracious,” worthy of 
our higheſt, l. —_ 


i $ 4 


2 


'  T ſhall "FE briefly enfarce i it t by what 49, 
2 eee from our Saviour $ on words 
in the text, where he calls it “ the firſt and 
+ great commandment,” And we may pre-. 
ume he ſtiles it fo, becauſe it hath God: 2 
| himſelf for its object, who is the firſt and 3 
greateſt good. It virtually comprizes all 
other duties in it ; 3 for, he who Keely God 
with all his Heat will make it his con- 
ſtant care and endeavour to obey him 
faithfully in all his, commands. It gives 
being and efficacy to all other chriſtian 
- virtues ; it hallows all other acts of obe- 
dience, and makes them acceptable to God 
through Jeſus, Chriſt, . And whatever du- 
ties we perform, if they, proceed, not from, | 
a ſincere love "> God, they can never be 
pleaſing in his ſight. . And this only can 
make the performance of any duty deli ght 
ful to ourſelves; if we. are poſſeſſed 4; this 
grace,. we ſhall know and perceive that the 
« divine commandments are not grievous,” 
Ina word, other « duties will ceaſe and have 
an end; "Faith: will one day be turned into 
Vor. II. . * 


a nne, 


„ Ron ah B. 3h 18 
| Fre rs no 2 of gear with 


A RC L any ching has given grester 


olle hand, and to 
3 8s hike, than a falſe notion that the 
_ of God are not qual ; that den 


ore willing to provide 
witho let, 


ks men than bf 
to their particular behaviour; and that he 
ſom me bois his urs, on 
. defer erve it. W . 


* 


to pride and arrogance an 


e its. wy 


netted bids. 


in their hearts, they will ſas much gon 
they fancy emſelved che ſpeciel favourites 


of heaven 3 they think they have ſome par? 


ticular privileges, and among the iſt an ins 


dulgenes to In; that imgekineG and tem. 
perance, mottiſication and ſalf:denialʒ a 
virtues which may he well enough ſuĩted s 


narrow circumſtances and a ſuffering ſtate, 


joyment, and means to gratify every ſenſual 
deſire. Some men of wit and parts canamt 
bear to think of being ſettered wich the 
ſame reſtmints with thoſe af meaner abili- 
ties and flower apprehenſian ; they hae 


warmer affectiona, it ſeams, and more aw = 
quiſite Jenſatiops of delight; they Know 


how to give vice a mare ;delicate and leſs 
offenſive guſt, how to ſmooth its face and 


make it appear -leſs deformed ; and there- 


fare it was never intended that they ſhould 


be confined to the rſame miles. vith che dull 


and the ſpiritleſs, under thich term. chsy 


are pleaſed to include the derious. part f 


— They will not} conſider ahnt 
oh wi 


Vit ey wealth are talents which are © is y 
valuable according to the good uſe that's 
made of them; and that they will be brought _ 
to a ſerere account in what manner theß 
have employed them. On the contrary, the 
poor are too apt to be dejected under the 


wants and labours of life, and to envy thelr 


more flouriſhing neighbours; they perceive _ 
that the circle of their enjoyments is but 
Nu and ſo run into the exceſſes of vice 
in hopes to enlarge it; they imagine that 
nothing will be expected from them who. ́? 
have received but little; they ſee no ſpe- 
cial marks of God's loving-kindneſs to . 
them, and therefore are tempted: to think 
that providence does not regard them; 
hence they become over- careful, uneaſy, 
and ſometimes unjuſt and ——— in 1 | 
mY for EIN 5 


s ; 
. 4 


EE depoſition: to theſe falle . no- 
ching is more frequently declared in ſcrip- 
ture than the divine impartiality, that 

God is no reſpecter of perſons, nor regard - 
eth the rich more than the poor, for they 
t are tne works of his 2 * "= doe- 5 


| Fn 1 er ee . 


Kot. ee | 
of God, his wiſdom, bis holineſs, his pow- 
er, the unchangeableneſs of * _ 


and his relation to mankind : 


Secondly, From bi gene detain, 
and dealings with men. 


And Thirdh, I ſhall anſwer an objeAion 
taken from the unequal diſtribution of 104 


aud evil in this life, | 


L. Thatg fon 8 cauſe aſſign 


ed of partiality and an undue reſpect of per- 
ſons, than either weakneſs of judgment, or 


corruption of will, a lightneſs of humour, 


or the proſecution. of ſome unlawful de- 


ſign; but it is not poſſible for the Supreme 
Being to be liable to theſe things. Did he 


act arbitrarily or capriciouſly, were he go- 
verned by fancy or humour, ſo that we 
could neither certainly know nor obey 


| his will; did he ſport himſelf with the 
miſery” of his creatures, or << _ willingly 


\ 


VS: * 


jy the een of men,” . b,, 
we might juſtly murmur againſt the Lund, 
and complain of tyranny. and oppref= 

fon. But new that he a&s scbdrdieg to 
fight reaſon, and conftantly directs kinky 
dy che law of truth, Veen de fatrsfied'thay = 
the Lord of all the ea earth ae Ol ä 
| . is dl | 


becauſe he can only Judge by appea 
ances, he cannot ſee the principles Fin 
| which their actions proceed, nor know the 
lincerity or fallenefs of their heart. «But 
the Lord ſeeth not às man ſeeth;“ e 
Vine wiſdom eaſily diſtingu iſhes 8 
trith and dimmulation, a1 ſeparates the 
wheat from the chaff; he eſtimates thin 8 
at their real and folid value, and not uc. 
cording t to the borrowedrcolours'they may 
happen to be dreſt in. The Lerd is 5 
Dod of knowledge, and by him astiens ure 
| Welghed im an even balance.“ All the ways 
of man may ſeem right in the eyes of 


den, tay, even in his 'own, when: they 
3 rally. 


Y ? ; o : oi s * 
; 8 1 Tx id , 3 | * 


ſpirits. He ſearchetꝭ the heart and tri: 


eth the reins, to give to every man gc- 
ing to his 1, e ne 
of his doings,” 


T he divine im 5 1 — appear 5 
. from the perfect 7 and holineſs 
ol his nature. A bad man may make Hin 


ſelf acceptable to men, by his 
his policy and addreſs; 
in his favour, by bis contributing to their 


diverſion, or to their views of ambition and 1 


gain. But ſuperi ; 
if peryerted to evi purpoſes, will render; us 


odious in the ſight of God. Notbipg Hut 


real goodneſs, and intrinſic worth gan re- 


commend us to his favont, C who ig of gu 


=: e than to behold iniquity with plea- 
ſure,” The very eſſencę of juſtice implies 
A ſteady, reſolution to diſtribute rewards and 
puniſhmeats accordi ing to the merits and 
demerits of men. And though God's 2 


IN of goodneſs and his ayerſion to wickedneſ: A. 


do not * preſent always appear 3 vet they 


* Kt 1 


may e 


Fs wicked, and him that at Jtighrett i in — 
lenee his ſoul hateth; the eyes of the 
Lord are upon the righteous, but his face 
is againſt them that do evil.” | „ 


His unchangeableneſs 3 aids . 

power alſo exempt him from partiality and 
a0 of perſons. © He that is Lord of 
all (ſaith the wiſe man, ) ſhall fear no man's 


man's greatneſs ; for he hath made the by 
ſmall and great, and careth for all alike.” ., 


He hath the ſame relation to all man- 55 
kind, as a Father, a Lord, and a Saviour.” 
% Haye we not all one father? Hath not 
one God created us! He hath originally : 
the ſame tender regard for all his children; 85 
he doth not prefer one to another by 4 
blind indulgence, but in his fatherly affec- 
tion, © the rich and poor meet together, 5 
for he is the Maker of them all.“ He | 
| is alſo the ſame Lord over all, rich ain 
all that call upon him ;” He extends his 
providenuial care to * extremities of the 
"mw 


perſon, neither ſhall he ſtand in awe of any 4 


world and pours out i ding e 


ty, came W with mercy, and rewards 
them with wiſdom. Laſtly, God is in his 
deſire the Saviour of all men; He would 
that all mon hol be viel; and come to 
the knowledge of the truth; and out of 
his love to mankind he ſent his Son to be 
the Saviour of the world, © to give himſelf 
— for all, and to taſte death for every 
an,” This 90 me to eee 5 ” 


II. The farther ana of theativine dit: 


partiality, which may be collected from 


his general diſpenſations and dealings with 


5 men. | And, 


1. The conditions of obtaining the 4. 
vine love and favour are the ſame to us all. 
The great and eternal duties of morality 
bind all men alike; piety. towards God, 
charity towards aur neighbour, and tem- 
perance with regard to ourſelves, are the 
ſtanding and unchangeable meaſures of 
duty. For, without holineſs weed 


Wan e 


1 


r 6 for te whom wur 
is given, of them ſhall much be required,” | . 
To be more indebted to the boynty.of Gy „ 
and to make a lefs grateſul n will | 
WNT Hwa anſwer, © ont a” 


LR We all have the ue aſſiſt⸗ 
1 to overcome temptations, and 6 
guide and ſupport us in the paths of righte: 
- ouſneſs, We have all the good word of 
God to direct our feet in the way of peace. 
"The divine grace is not only ſufficient for 
us, but for many worlds befides ; and whos 
ever humbly and diligently ſeeks it, con 
fail of obtaining it. In diſtreſs and afflic» 
we all have the ſame gracious pro- 
miſe of comfort and relief from God, «who 
bealeth the broken in heart, and bindet 
up their wounds. We all have ſeaſonable 
chaſtiſements and corrections to-diſcourage 
us from ſin; and we all may have the ſamę 
y in believing, the ſame conſolation: Mm 
doing our duty, the ſame ſatisfaction of a £1 
18 conſeienee, and the fame hape of: an] 


ture bli nels. «We 1 : 
 ncceſs to the Father through ons ediators .. 
and by the ſame Spirit, which. helpeth 
Pur (oh Nene erg. . 


1 We 1 he ahi l has e 
eternal life to encourage . 
the ſame threatnings of miſery to deter us. ä 
from vice, There gan be therefore no ſuſ+ 
picion of partiality in- God, becauſe all 
good men ſhall finally obtain the ſame glory 
and unſpeakable joy. He hath prepared 
thoſe things te which eye hath not ſeen, nor 
ear heard, neither hath the heart of man 
. ws; for all that love him; and 85 he 
that willah, let him take of the waters of 
life freely. » % Many (faith our Saviour) E” 
ſhall come from the Eaſt and from the 


Weſt, and from the North and from the 


South, and Thall fit down with Abraham, 2 
and with Iſaac, and with Jacob, in the 
kingdom of heaven.“ The rich by TP 
ef works may arrive at that Rate, trea- 


OY 


E continuance in 5 
à right thereto, „ "Bleſſed: be ye poor, for | 
yours is the kingdom of God. And on 
the other hand, the ſame never- dying vorm 
of an evil conſcience, the: ſame weeping 
and wailing and g | 
ame chains of darknels, await | 
nitent ſinners, however mean and low, or 
| howeyer great and exalted, All perſons 
muſt ſtand before the bar of the diyine 
judgment at the laſt day, upon an equal 
footing. I ſaw (faith Saint John) the 
dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God, 
d the books were opened, and the dead 
were judged. out of thoſe things that were 
written in the W andy; to L 4 
dtn, 


— 
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1 s 4 a 1 4 2 


ring thus lagdy a to you ! 
divine impartiality, 1 come E 5 N . 

III. To anſwer an objection] da is 
the unequal diftribution of good and evil 
in this life. It is objected, that if God 


pe ſo impartial, as we ſuppoſe, ue comes 
it 


there is in this world, a neceflity 


nerally meets wr n 


ih and 2 and RS: of this 


not more give diſpenſed, n „ 
the reſpective deſerts of men? Whence is 


it, chat virtuous men ſometimes 


greatly 
ſuffer, while the wicked | flouriſh: in high 
ſtations, and in outward eaſe and plenty? 


To this it may be anſwered, firſt, that 
of a ſub- 


cndination. "of nA I 


ſociety ; Pee a be governors and — 
ſubjects, ſome muſt attend upon the eaſy, 
and ſome upon the laborious occupations 


of life; and it does not follow, that be- 


cauſe a man behaves himſelf well in a low 


' lation, that he ought immediately to be 
made rich or great, becauſe it is impoſſible 
in the nature of the thing; it is ſufficient 
that he acquits himſelf well, and adorns 
the condition in which he ſtands; that he 
performs his part well, in the movement 


of the great machine of ſociety, ron 


„ ag aiſtribution of ths 


I | | | ny 


and: 


. . 


4 SS SL ER On OY 


| rorld, may be intended to : 
« price God ſets upon them, when he ü 


4 fers them to fall to his enemies as well 
W dis friends; to teach us to value vine, 
. "which is always attainable, at 
wien is a flippery and uncertain p 
. on; to raiſe our affections to things 
mu not ſet up our reſt here; not * 


= | dote upon this world, where potlibly: 
= N ill treated, but to aſpire; 


RN 


| 1 5 _the divine ee, and A Nate of | | 


2 | : y 3 FN ;# 2 3 * * = N i. 
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* 8 This 45 nr * 0 
Ward and puniſhment, but of probation 
and trial; and it could hardly be qprovet; 

| whether we really loved virtue, ant hated 
vice, if we were determined to embrate 
the former, and to avoid the latter, by pte. 
ent and eonſtant rewards and {puniſls. 
ments. But now, that the reward. of vit- 
Tue is future and unſeen, the choies of it 
is ſufficiently free and voluntary. This 
world is only a nurſery for the next, and 
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the rich and the poor, is not ſo. gest s KN 1 
| ſome men imagine. They are aſtoniſhed "M0 


. 


with the trappings of % and m 
glaring figure of a high fortunez but he 
ſee not the cares and feats, the ſurſeit * 
and weary indolence, the temptations and  _ 
GſiraQtions of Juſt and — and ambi- — 
not the unbroker Besch, the Rilt quiet | 
and unconcern, which generally attend 
upon an humble ftation. It would really e 
be a misfortune rather than a blefling, to 
the greateſt part of men, to be exempted  _ 
from bodily labour, and to be maſters of © 
| their own time, for they wauld not know — = 
how to ſpend it innocently. ' HF Fr 

5. The unequal difteibation-of the Ben 
things of this world, furniſhes- us with a | 
ſtanding proof of a futute ſtate. Were 
every good man rewarded, 'and every wie- 


ed man puniſhed here, 2 


be. fall. our Hop pes, of ye ; ij 
now, that we are ſure that God is * 
and that his juſtice is not ſufficiently vin-. 
dicated in the diſpenſing of good and evil 
in this life, it remalns, that there will de 
another, wherein all irregular appearances 
| "will be cleared up, and the — * 


bo 7 | Goa ſhine forth as the noon-day.” 


| Laſtly, the 8 l aiſpeatation 
of things, argues no partiality in God, be- 
' cauſe this life bears no manner of propor- 
tion to the days of eternity: the j Joys and 
ſorrows of this world are ſo very f 
and evaneſcent, that they are leſs than bo- 
thing and vanity, when compared with 
eyerlaſting happineſs. and miſery; ; they are 
no more than a point to the whole i inf. 3 
nite extent of ſpace, not ſo much | 
drop of water compared to the ocean, Need 
we then envy. evil-doers, ſince, chouch 
they enjoy a little preſent pleaſure, yet they 
ſhall ſuddenly. periſh ? Need we faint un: 
der our burthen, when we expect to be 
ſoon relieved from it, and to be inſtated _ 
in 
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* 


t that; f uk ad 


"F 8 A 1 * il. „ . 1 
& is better t truft. in 


f 


T is no liele arg 


frailty of his natuf6 | * TR is no 
clined to murmur” under 


to bleſs the 8 


ſpair by the of" 

to a firm truſt and affiance "a 

of the divine favour: n 
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Talents with which he has e ene 
dowed us, means of turning our heart 
from him; ; when the larger portion of f good 
things we enjoy, the more ſtrongly. we fir 


our affections on the world inſtead of In- 1 


Erealing our confidence. in ( rods... Re es IN 


* he mos) —— 


we eaſily perceive, that we are not it uuf. 
ficient'to-our own Happineſs, that we are 
compaſſed about with wants which we 
cannot fatisfy, expoſed to evils we & not 
hun, and ſolicitous about advantages ve 
cannot ſecure; unable to aſcertain the p 
ſent, and yet much concerned abt th 
future. Hence, we are naturally led to ſet 
up our reſt in ſome foreign acquiremens, 
to. repoſe. our confidence in ſomething 


a4 


without us; but we do. not preſently. raiſe 
our aſpirations 'to God, nor comprehend 
that perfect peace wh ich thoſe men poſſeſs, 
whoſe minds are ſtayed on him, 1 Before 
we can attain to a devout love and holy 
truſt ; in our Maker, we have our paſſions 
to diſengige from the vain purſuits and 


ws 7 ; be 


42 * 


W 


” * 6 8 . 


A z * 


1 < n 5 a OO EO ONE oo OT EIS YI OO OO EE RS 
* 6 p 4 7 2 2 

4 = 

7 ” - —— _ q 


laborious, miles of this world. Peony 


tunately for us, the world gets the· firſt 
hold, gaining upon N when we 


are capable, of any impreſſion. 


| This is the dale of bediene in ka 
or more particularly of the duty before 
We muſt lay aſide our pride and at- 


Schiben to things below, we muſt bid 


adieu to dur dependance on human abili- 
ties, before, * with any firmneſs of hope, 
we can “ truſt in the Lond.“ : We muſt 
not ſtrengthen ourſelves 1 in our wit, our 
wealth, or our power, nor ſay, that theſe 
ſhall defend us, for they all end in con- 
fidence in man; to what purpoſe were wit, 
if there were none to admire it, or uf its 
fine addreſs could make no friends ? "and 
where would be the profit of wealth, or 
the pretogative of power, if they did not 


call numbers to our ſervice, to execute bur 


deſigns, and miniſter to our pleaſure? The 


rich build their ſecutity upon their many 
dependants, and thoſe dependants, i in their 


turn, take ſhelter under the favour. and 
protection of the rich. C 
Ou 'M 2 ee 


{4 


| But ® ceaſe ye 0 
is in his.noftrils ; 
accounted ot Ms 15 of acti wy 1 
fmall, 'his power confined to few, 
| bounds z and. even in ſuch. thingy: Wag 
to lie within his compaſa, he. is. a 
liable to be checked and trayerſed by * 
inviſible hand; his inclinations, are fickle 
and changeable, zyt to he interrupged.by, | 
his own fancy, and, mage or: by tha 
artifice af crafty deceiyers. Princes hs 
often diſcarded their miniſters on ſome un- 
accountable diſguſt, and ftript them of all 3 
thoſe honours, in a moment, which they 
had been heaping upon them for years, - 
and. they have often been forced to factis 
fice their favourites, i in order to ſave, them 
ſelves. If the higheſt ſtep of fortune be 0 
ſo feeble a ſupport, every, inferior one muſt | 
be A more feeble. 5 T 


But, ſuppoſe the power. al friendfh a 1 
of men laſting (if any thing in this world 
| Can be called laſting) yet their lives, which - 
terminate the application of them to us, 
come to an © end. 1 turn again to 
their 


| males in our as yells neceſſities. In 
the deepeſt diſtreſs and uneaſineſs, either of 
body or mind, human {kill and aid ftop 
ſhort; and if we be relieved, it muſt be 
by merey deſcending from on high; they 
can do us no ſervice when we ſtand moit 
in need ef it, in the hour of death, and 
in the day of judgment; they cannot re- 

ſtore our decaying vitals, nor ſtop the flight 
of the ſpirit, hen our faculties are worn 
out, and our appointed time comes; much 
leſs can man beſtow eternal happineſs upon 
his friend, or “ offer a ranſom to God far 
him.” This is, indeed, the moſt conſi- 
derable, and to a being deſigned for im- 
mortality, almoſt the only inteteſt ; but it 
coſts more to redeem a ſoul, than any mere 
man can Pay 3 ſo he ant le that alone for 
ever. s 


It muſt be 2 | alſo, * 22 | 
who ſuffer men, however great or wiſe, or 


good, they may be, nr i. 4 
honour of their confidence, are' guilty of {0 
a kind of idolatry ; they forſake 'Ge d and 
will be finally rejected by him. panes 5 
prophet witneſſes, ++ Curſed is he that 
and departeth from the Lord.“ Perplexed 
and miſerable is ſuch a one in this world, 
and ſtill more miſerable hall he be i in the "4 
next. Indeed, we cannot well conceive.s 
more profane and are op ang | 
ba _ 4 


e — can bus a mt . * 
detection from God, of diſbelief of his - 
promiſes, and diſregard of his threatens 
ings, than thus to confide in man more 
than in him, thus to place our ſupreme ' 
aeg in the ene and not in the dre, 
tor? 4 


+ ol 


If, when we are enquiring into the 
iſſues of human affairs, we refer all, — 
our own induſtry, ſagacity, or power; if, 
when we are contemplating our wealth 
and greatneſs „e . ourſelves in the 
1 | ; idea 


ien bf er Walgsse ce, Fier 
looking up to the heavenly ſource from 
which flows every good and perfect gift ; 
what is this but to endeavour to dethrone 
the governor of the world, and to ſet up 
_ ourſelves, . or our poſſeſſions, for gods t 


Certainly, it is like the pride of Lucifer, 


who ſaid in his heart, I will exalt my 
throne above the ſtars. of God; Iwill be 


like the Moſt High. Vet was he Dare 3 


down to hell, t to the ſides of the n 
I 

tv all that 1 ko ſaid 180 aan 
confidence in man, I would not be under- 
ſtood to diſcourage. friendſhip ;. no, Iam 
of opinion, that friendſhip is one of the 
greateſt bleſſings of life. Without a pro- 


” 1 · 


per degree of confidence there can be no 
friendſhip; and that confidence which we 


put in a friend, well known and tried, is 


= conſiſtent with a dts dn in 


Let us now — to the e 858 
of the tex t, _— to conſider how much 


| powers of his body 


out bis protection, he would not leave io 


* An Abies argrment Jaded 4 provi 
is, that we have received every thing from 


the divine bounty; that all our abilities 
and endowments, whether natural or ae- 
quired, both in their origin and exerciſe, | 
depend upo heaven. No man who allows 


a Firſt C uſe, and believes in a God, enn 
doubt that his ſtrength and p che 
and his ſoul, are de- 

rived from that Almighty Being. And as 
to all other talents and poſſeſſions, God 
who gives them, and knows beſt for Wat 

purpoſes he intends them, ought, certain- 
ly, to diſpoſe of them as he pleaſeth. After 

he had made ſo large a number of erea- 
tures, every one of which i is weak with= 


vaſt a world fatherleſs and unfriended. He, 
whoſe proper gift our faculties are, will 
not fail to preſerve and bleſs them, when 


1 applied by us. 


Ee who contrived our frame with. U 
wnſpegkable ſeill, and beſtowed upon us 
| * 


will NAS le, 0 f we gem. emean we gi 
105 what may ke and com. 
s argument, 5 
& Ts not the life more than, meat, and the 1 


ble. This i is our Saviou 


body than raiment ?” He who maintains 
the regularity. and beauty of the material 
creation, who Ives fertility | to the earth 
and preſerves tl e many tri tribes of herbs ; ant 
vegetables, \ whoſe care extends to the wel- 


fare of the meaneft animals, will not over- 
nor deny them his gra- . 


look human-ki in 
cious direction. No, they are the m 
excellent part of the ſublu 
framed after his on image, poſſeſſed of 
rational and immort; fouls, and therefore, 
are entitled to a peculiar inſpection and 


extraordinary regard ; ſo the ſcripture re- 
preſents the matter, it aſſures us that the 
divine providence reaches the minuteſt 
things, and therefore will in proportion, 


beſtow a more affectionate care on ſuch 


as are great and valuable. Behold the 


fowls of the air, for they ſow not, neither 


do they reap, nor gather SP eee 


your n F ather fegdeth them; are 
Bo = 


ary world, 
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| texture. of our bodies, will undoubtedly 
contribute to the preſervation of thoſe 
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dies: : © for he doth 'not afflict "OM 
nor grieve the children of n men,” 7 


. 


Nor can we Hud, but that he Po 
is every where preſent, who per and 


directs the univerſe, and perceives every 


motion of our minds, will awake in us. 
pure and virtuous notices; and if we are 


Inclined to welcome thoſe. notices, | will 


continue to inſpire us with good thoughts, 
ſtrengthen us againſt temptations, and oe 
fiſt us W in the pratebunn! 


SY 


x 
94 
i 6 * 


* "Vince, therefore, God, in whoſe « kands 


are all events, is a ſecure protection, a 
8 = invincible. 


* 


FFT 
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his nature is — hel bib? ley ; 
and mercies are without repentance z the 
recollection of tlieſe truths ſhould teach us 
to diveſt ourſelves of all anxiety" [about 
temporal things; to withdraw our confi- 
dence from man, who is comparatively 
but a feeble ſupport; and to truſt in the 
Lord for ever, “ for with the Lord Je- 
hovah f is een e e . l SLAVE; 


2 2 


„ Bleſſed is the man who truſtech in 


the Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord is; 


for mercy embraceth him on every ſide; 
his body, is not emaciated, nor his mine 
diſturbed with conſuming cares, and an 


eager purſuit of uncertain riches; he is 


not diſappointed of his aim, for he defires 


nothing contrary to the will of God; he 
is not perplexed with fears, nor diſtracted 
with jealouſies, but he moves on in the 


track of life, eaſy and happy, conſcious 


of the protection of an almighty friend, 


that will never fail him. Dependance up- 
on man is like a broken reed, in the * 


1 W on which, if a man leans, it 
will 


* 


drinketh.. up his foiritss” Ta donnie 
heart is fixed, < truſting in the Lord,” 

will either be graciouſly reſcued from dan: 
gers, or thoſe evils which are not w I q 
removed, will at leaſt be alleviated," * * : 


* * & 
; 1 >. l 
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This cruſt i in God. is abſolutdy, necel· 
fary, to give an efficacy to our prayers; . 
we muſt believe that he will be our be; 
nefactor, before he will actually be ſa; 
who, in the leaſt affairs, is a friend to 
him who diſtruſts him? If we demean_ 
ourſelves agreeably to the precepts. of the 
ing the goodneſs of God, he will either 
give us what we pray for, or withhold it, 
if he ſees that it would -prove prejudicial 
to us, For God, who knows the ten- 


nope of. all things, and loves us moe 
85 _— | 


ay than we do o os; Als Wy" 
many things, becauſe he ſees chat upon 
the whole, they would be a dif 4 mee, 
rather than vie." w_— Tet: 11 Ne . 


But, ewe e = 
to put our truſt in God, we mult faith- 
_ obey his commands, and purify our 

. A ſtealy-adheronee,tq virtue, | 
Us elſe, muſt make our prayers, and 
our truſt, and every ſervice, acceptable in 
his ſight; for” ® the confidence of the hy- 
pocrite. ſhall periſh, and his hops ſhall be 
like a ſpider's web; finely and artificially 
drawn indeed, but vretchedly weak and 


The ſinner, howe '% Et 
deſpair, but apply hi N to 1 2 
amendment of his life, and lay hold on the. 
mercies of God. in Chrilt; {6 ſhall he riſe 7 
by degrees from virtue to yirtue, and reach. | 
the ability. of the righteous 3 at laſt... HE" 
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of theſe means is truſt in God. His power 
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KF truſt in God, fo well Sen | 
procure us the divine favour, and alcet- N 
tain his protection to us, that one would 
think men would chuſe it for i its own ſake, 
and it need not be enforced with words o 
exhortation. But ſo i it is. Tis with labour 
we are brought to. diſcern our own true 
Kappineſs, and An miore hardly to make. 
ue of the means proper for ſecuring it, 
when it is diſerned. One of the principal 
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” nothing 
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perſons. and 08 25 Ma Sa. Wich 
im is © everlaſting ſtrength ”. 1 
as able to defend and provide for us.; 


ny ages hence, as he is at the preſent in 
ſtant. For with him there is no varia- 
bleneſs, neither ſhadow of turning: with 
him who takes in eternity at one view, 
« one day is ag a thouſand years, and a 
thouſand yeats as one day.” Though we 
may have powerſul friends among men, yet 


they cannot relieve us in any preſſing or 


dangerous extremity, their good diſpoſition 
towards us may fail, their riches may be 


ſnatched away from them, or themſelves 
mingled with common duſt. But in the 
treaſures of the divine fulneſs there is 


more than a ſuffeieney for the largeſt ca- 


pacities. The Almighty lives for ever, to 


crown us with his bleflings through every 
period of time, and even when time ſhall 
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tte Supreme" Beings. 
| Nor. is it only the poweriof £ 
the ground of our truſt and:deyen 
him, but all: his-other-attr 


f 3 and- 
therefore not only able, but moſt willing = 
to "ny "ka to eee N 3 . 
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poſe of us for our happineſs, and /«« make 
all things work together for good to them 
that love him. He is moſt perfect in 
holineſs and and juſtice too, and therefore can- 


not ſuffer wickodnalh: 4 ane fingllys = E 


nor virtue to be oppreſ ever. I ; 
perfections combined together, conſtitute : 
what we call his providence; and in the 
fatherly care of ſo righteous a govern= 
ment every good. man has len to place 
the fulleſt conflanee, « tango bunk: Y 


a Truſt i in hs Lord Jehovah.” | * | 
name of God is of the ſame import with that - 
which God gave of himſelf when Moſes 


delired to 3 by Wann ſhouldge- 
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opportunities of knowledge ſmall ? Jeho- 
wal i is that wiſdom by which the world 
was made, and — 
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this our virtue, he will in all ge 
protect us againſt calamities. He will not 
ien of his Made: 2 

þ who FAM. him. 


ſervants, and their blood is dear in his 
fight, O fear the Lord, ye his ſaints, fot 
there is no ant n has e 1 


The beſt 775 men, indeed, are ſubje& =. 
the general laws of nature as well as others, "Oo 
and of courſe not exempted. from the trou- 
bles of this tranſitory ſtate, But then truſt i in 
God is ſtill the beſt ſupport under them, For 
that inward peace, Whi ch we we FREY by x re= 
poſing our confidence gn God, makes us 
comparatively eaſy, though we do Rees 
to fall into cir we of di 
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to our amighty guardian to en; s I 
'wiak or danger chat hen remain for us, 
de ſhall not ſhrink at the thought of it; 
fince God can either prevent it, br enable us 
to bear it. Nay, in the hardeſt circumſtances - 
ve may compoſe ourſelyes to patience, by 
conſidering that our divine patron Will 
not ſuffer us to be tempted above our abi= 0 
lity, but will with the temptation alſo make = 
a way to eſcape;” that he will take away . 
His afflicting hand before we faint, and re- 
Pl 2 W the light of his countenance 


ts, but leave it 


| Thus under a light afliction we Z 


mel be eaſy and compoſed, and under the © 
ſevereſt trial not miſerable. For we ſhall = 
apply to ourſelves not only the conſolation 
of God's general providence, but of his cats 
for us in particular. Irreligious men may : 
indeed impute all events to blind chance, or N 
to the agency of ſecond cauſes, or to the un- 
diſtinguiſhing and irreſiſtible hand of fate. 
But we who believe the ſcriptures, are bet- 


ter infttu@ted. hi, I, thas the ah” 
| vine Being directs every part o the great 


machine of the univerſe, ſo as ĩt may con- 


tribute to the benefit of the whole; and 
that he is not only concerned for the gene- 
ral welfare of the creation, but for Aut 
of individuals; nay, even of the 


parts and the minuteſt animals, fn that 


“ not even a ſparrow falls to the ground 
without him.” We cannot, therefore, be 
in any circumſtances which God does not 
think proper; no evil can approach us, 
nor can we be deprived of any good, with- 
out his command or permiſſion. And ſince 
we are certain that he does not act in an 
arbitrary or capricious manner, that he does 
not ſport himſelf. with the miſery of his 
creatures; but, on: the contrary, his will 
1s the very law of kindneſs, and he does i in- 
variably that which is beſt : | Ought we 


not humbly to reſign ourſelves to him, and 


cordially to depend on his providential de- 
terminations. A good man may be aſſur- 


ed, that he is always in ſuch circumſtances 


as are moſt conſiſtent with the public. hap- 


pineſs, and his owneternal intereſts, If he 
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for all his creatures; they bear a relation 
to Him as the work of his hands, and tt. 
will not negle&& them: but every f 
and righteous ſervant is particularly accepts. 
able in his ſight and in nothing more 6. 
than when he truſts and depends upon him 
with his whole heart, particularly in fuck 
eircumſtances of pain or trouble as would 
tempt another to murmur and repin 
Here i is the faith and patience of the ſaints! 
that they belieye moſt in God, when he 
ſeems to forſake them moſt, that they biem 
the affliction which viſits them, that they 


look forward to a happy and timely 
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their virtue at ue Thaſa eee 
— and thin toud 

be Pete, that den ry open h dd in 
the deepeſt. diſtreſs, have attained a good 
meaſure of chriſtian perfection; they may 
be _ that they do not endeavour 9 
| deceive nor ſuffer their on heirts 


0 d hem. 
looks upon F ee higheſt ſatisfac · 


tion, and will not fail to reward their per- 
ſeverance in due time. Many ſorrows 
ſhall be to the wicked, but whoſo putteth. 
his truſt in the Lord, mercy embraceth 
him on every ſides” The Lars delight ia 


in them that fear him, and in * mn 
put their truſt in his en e e 


IT 


— of this virins we hongge 
him more, than even by our acts of wors 
ſhip, our prayers and ſupplications z for 
theſe ſpeak us anxious to have our wants 


ſupplied, but that teaches us to wait quiet- 
ly till he does ſupply them. Self- love may 


direct us to pray, but it is only the Joys 
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upon us; for he jou we 
that he rules the world in righte 
neſs „that tyranny is his abhorrence, that 
is the meaſure of all his 
ings, that he delights to communica 
Hleflings to the ſons of men. Conſequent- 
1y, though heavineſs may endure upon 
nis ſervants for a ot yet Joy cometh. 
inthe morning. „e e ee , eee 
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By a practice to evince our belief of 
dend things, is truly to glori ſo 
far as any performance of ſuch beings as. 
we are, can redound to the honour of our 
Creator. And no concluſion can be more_ 
juſt, than this, namely, that God W 
defigns to improve us in the graces of the 
. Spirit, by all the d iſpenſations of his pro- 
vidence, often permits men to fall 
into affliction, in order to diſengage 
the more from the world, and to raiſe 
their affections to things above. By theſe 
means tos, their faith and truſt in him, 
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means to free us from any affliction we 
labour under. It is often to little pur- 


poſe to apply ourſelves to human aids, 


either for the preventing of evils, or ex- 


tricating ourſelves from them... Many 
blows there are which we ot foreſee 


or avoid, and many ſevere aMitions, for 


which no power or ſkill of man can afford 
any remedy. To ſtruggle with misfor- 
tunes, generally ſerves only to entangle us 
the more, and make them preſs the harder; 
As truſt in God is the beſt recommenda- 
tion of us to the care: of his eternal provi- 
dence, ſo we may be aſſured, that if we 
firmly rely Ky ee he will not ſuffer 


the longing of our eyes to fail, nor blaſt 


our hopes; but will, in the moment of 


propriety, reſtore us to happineſs, and viſit 


us with his ſalvation. Look at the ge- 
nerations of old n che wiſe ſon of Si- 
8 rach) 


43 
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ſpeedily redeem us from miſery, and raiſe 


a reſurrection from the dead, yet he truſted 


boſom of a father. The Almighty does 


n and _ forſaken} 5 
whom did ws 0 ever . 2 
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Id not, however, be 


means; nd, 


let us have recourſe to every lawful en- 


2 . amen ola. - 
deve confide in the everladtiog ſtrength of 
the divine. Though we mourn. out the day 
in lingering pain, though we ſeem to have | 
nothing left us but deſpair, yet God en 


us up again. It was thus that the father 
of the Faithful, 6 5510 all probability * 


ſhould be as the ſtars of heaven“ For, 
though there had then been no inſtance of 


that God would reſtore him to the bleeding 


4 
> „„ * 
ey 4 


not, perhaps, immediately — us 5 thoſe de- => 
liverances we pray for ; but Nil)! hi ears 
our prayers, affords us ſpicitual bleflings i in 
their room; and frrength to beur our r mif. 
farm wy Laan (AT „ 


S, Or 

ill health, or loſs of friends ? or are we 

deprived for a time of joy and peace in 
believing ? Still let us fay with the holy 
Plalmiſt, + Why art thou caſt down, 'O 
my ſoul, and why thou diſquieted wich- 
in me? Truſt thou in God, for I ſhall yet 
praiſe him, whs is the help of my couh- 

tenance and my God.” Truft thou in 
the Lord, and be doing good; dwell in 
the land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 

Commit thy way unto the Lord, and put 
thy truſt in him, and he ſhall bring it to 
paſs, The ſalvation of the righteous cometh 
of the Lord, who is a preſent help in trou- 
ble; he mall deliver them, he ſhall ſave 
_ becauſe they * Ne n. was 
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3 which hey were ny,” it is 
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we are indiſpenſably dead to 
for our encouragement in both theſe en- 
deavours, our Saviour af 
of enlightened underſtandings and puri 
hearts, are happy; that thoſe who know 

| their Lord's will, and do it,” have laid 
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k F lt, we "ab Ges * our-. 
ſelves to acquire a due knowledge of our 
duty, But of this in few words, and 1 
the way only, becauſe the principal view 
of the text is, to aſſert the neceſſity and 
bleſſedneſs of obedience. Indeed, it re- 
quires no great expence of thought to dif- 
cover, or of language to evince, that 
highly concerns all moral agents to gain 
2 juſt ſenſe of the duties and ſanctions of 
religion; ſince their happineſs or miſery 
(as will by and by be proved) depends 
upon their acting according to its diftates, Fa 
or caſting its laws behind them. 


And no man can cleave to virtue or 
905 vice, without knowing the meaſures 
af both the « one and the other. _ 85 


Beſides, the bed of perceiving ith 5 5 
diſtinction betwixt good and evil, and the 
many helps men have in their ſearches 
after truth, render them entirely inexcuſa- 


beg" if they remain ignorant in any = | 
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=_ 400 their opphreaitles of — the 
= account either riſes or falls. Unavoidable | 
1 ignorance will be pitied as a misfortune, | 
{+ 1 not puniſhed as a crime; for where 
no law is diſcoverable, there Uh be no 
tranſgreſſion ; but wilful and d ig 
norance, which proceeds either 2 care- 
leſſneſs, or from ſinful prejudice, is liable | 
to the wrath of God. If ye were blind 
(laid Chriſt to the hypocritical phariſees) | 
ye had not had fin ;” but nom ye have 
eyes and will not ſee, have ears and wil 
not hear; you have free recourſe t the 
——— | 


ot hin 27 — gendes, in the 
works of creation ; ( for his inviſible per- 


8 


clearly underſtood by the thipgs 

e, even his eternal power and 
godbead.“ They alſo knew the great lines 
of their duty, they knew that temper- 


ance, merey, and piety, were duties, and 


that murder, perjury, adultery, profane- 
neſs and intemperance, were a. 


ſins ; „ thus they ſhewed the work of 
the law written in their hearts, their 


conſciences bearing them witneſs, and | 


either exculing or pondemping them,” 5 
* On 
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doctrines and precepts of 
quaint ourſelves with whatſoever e 
commanded to be believed or to be 
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We muſt oſten conſider and adore the 8 


wonderful love of God to mankind, in 


ſending his only Son to elke our na 


upon bim, i. in order to. redeem us 


an eye of faith, the Son of God: | 
ing that grand deſign, inſtru 
world both by his Nr and 
| laying down his life. as 
crifice for ſin, and in we G 
merits, interceding for — at 
Father's right-hand. We muſt be fully 
perſuaded of the neceſſity of th 
grace, to enable us to do our duty, and 
that, wit without that aſſiſtance we cannot 
perſevere in the paths of righteouſneſs.” 


And we muſt imprint this truth upon our. 


F ro 


minds, that not on nly our abilities are en- 


larged by the chriſtian inſtitution, but dur 
engagements too; and as we have Clear 


views concerning the availablenefs of re 
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eminently virtuous: and holy. Our cha- 


rity muſt not be reſtrained to our friends, 


but extended even to our enemies; our 


purity and chaſtity muſt be preſerved not 


only outwardly, but in the thoughts and 


deſires of our hearts; our piety and love 


of God muſt be ſo powerful, as to make 


us renounce the deareſt of temporal things 


for his fake, when the 85 of * 
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ance, that he who does not know and 


believe them, cannot be accounted a chriſ- 


tian; but if thoſe who profeſs the name 


of Chriſt happen to differ in ſmaller mat-. 


ters, they ought ſtill to cultivate an union 
of good-will, and to bear with one an- 
other with a en 3 4, 


II. When we have thus faithfully en- * 


deavoured to know our duty, it is incum- 
bent upon us to perform it with no leſs 


ſincerity and care, otherwiſe. our former 
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and the horrors of guilt. This dreadful | 


and let us ſerve pur G wh 


the effect appears, the cauſe muſt neceſlarily 


and benevolence i in the works of creation, 


. 
labour will avail us nothing, we ſhall have 
acquired only a form of godlineſs without 
the power. If our knowledge ſtop in 
ſpeculation, and do not influence our 
practice, if we be trees whole fruit 


wWitheteth, (as St. * expreſſeth it) we 


muſt expect to een * n th 4 
roots. 55 | | F 


e A beth a | 
even in this preſent ſtate; for we hae 


a foretaſte of heaven in the good order oi 
a purified heart, and the bleſſed hope of 


a good conſcience ; and. hell is begun here 
in inordinate affeQions, i in raging paſſions, 


ſtate of mind let us be very careful to avoid, 


wurd. 


The beſt ny — the! ruth 
of any thing is from the effect; for where 


go before it. Thus when we perceive the 
effects of deſign and contrivance, of power 


p * . 


5 ; we. „ 
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we "juſtly © het that Die * un be | 


a God, a Supreme Cauſe in whom thoſe 


properties arc inherent, and who has exerted. 


them in ſo ſtupendous a manner: and 
when the virtues ſhine forth ſound and i uni- | 
form in men's lives and converſations, f it is 
reaſonable to infer, that they are governed, 4 
by unfeigned convictions of religion, : 
really are what they proſeſs. There IN. 


other teſt can evidence our fidelity to our 


Lord, “If ye love me (ſays he) keep wy 
commandments,” ne Leh) 


_y 


I mere a Wale have "OY 
thoſe in whoſe preſence our bleſſed Saviour 


. himſelf had taught, would all have proſpered; 3 


if faith alone had ſufficed, all that had worked 
miracles in his name might ſeem to have 


been entitled to a rank of dignity; but 


notwithſtanding their knowledge and their 
faith, we read that he will declare to many 
of them, ©* Depart from me, I never knew | 


"mw ye that work BURY * 


Neither will a partial jeforniatith 1 
obedience ſerve our turn; for this may pro- 
0 2 ceed 
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quod from hn views tha a 1 ou 
regard to the Divine Will. We may avoid. 
ſome ſins, becauſe we have no inclination 
to them, or we may withhold ourſelyes 
from ſome. flagrant and unfaſhionable 
crimes for the ſake of preſerving a cha- 
racter witk the world: but if we would 
reaſonably expect to eſcape eternal con- 
Fuſion, we muſt have W to A 
God's commandments.” 


\ 


1 


" Indeed; not caly hos errors and mike! 
prehenſions in opinion, but little weakneſſes 
and failures in practice, are conſiſtent with 
Chriſtian ſincerity ; ; becauſe marr cannot 
poſlibly attain to an unſinning or infallible 
perfection; as a creature he is neceſſarily 
imperfect, and as a probationer he is ob- 
noxious to frequent inadvertencies : : but 
then if we would preſerve our claim tw: | 
a regenerate. ſtate, we muſt not only keep 
ourſelves from great offences, but we muſt, 
<« watch and pray,” and ftrive againſt e our 

very infirmities, and be ready to be unde- 
ceived in our errors whenever the , 
of God affords us opportunity. * 

5 | * or 
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ginally impreſſed upon them; and inſtinet 


ene of Religion, 197 
For theſe good purpoſes, for the informing 5 
our judgments and correcting our hearts, 
we muſt decline no care or pains. There 
is nothing i in any degree valuabſe or excel- 


lent that can be procured or preſerved with- 


out a ſuitable induſtry; the profits and 


honours of this world, though in them- 
ſelves ſhort and tranſient, as well as un- 


fatisfying aſk much labour and thought 


both in the getting and keeping. And 
| ſhall there no diligence or induſtry be uſed 


for the governing of our faculties, and re- 


commending ourſelves to the Divine favour; 


which is the greateſt of all concerns? Surely 


ia this re" we * to * inde- 
fatigable, 


If our mia affſted by religion, 2 


improve our diſpoſitions and regulate our 
A cions, it is a flight and inconſiderable 

thing. The heavenly bodies, the ſun, 
the moon and the ſtars have moved in 
exact order ever ſince the beginning of the 


world; the vegetable tribes of the earth 
preſetve thoſe directions which were ori- 
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TY Ov nee. is e 
and unerring principle. Let us then boaſt 
no longer of the dignity of our nature and 
preheminence of aur foul! if our reaſon 
ſeryes, only to make us fluctuate in un- 
certainties, and wander backwards 1 
forwards without any ſure. bottom to reſt | 
upon ; and if with, all our advantages we be 
more, light, and hckle 4 e and 
mule * have no underſtanding; ++ 1 


All Aero FR 45 5 Jen"; 
men from a ſtate of grace; or, in other 
words, © thoſe that once | conſent to the 
commiſſion of 2 grievous crime, and ſuch 
as live in the conſtant and habitual in- 
dulgence even of leſſer ſins, are repreſented 
in ſcripture as * aliens from the covenant.” 
And therefore, before they can any more 
ſerve God acceptably, they muſt firſt waſh 
away their paſt offences by faith in the 
_ atonement of Chriſt, and an wan 
amendment of their lives. „ bore 


I] order to the attaining to a \ habit of 
righteouſneſs, they muſt carefully * 


* | 3 


| : 


xrocured by purpoſes and reſo- 
Jutions only. but by repeated acts. Every 


neu inſtance of duty makes it more eaſy and 
pleaſant, and impriats a bias upon the ſoul 


which remains long after the action itſelf 


but if we ſhould forbear to renew and in- 
vigorate that bias by other good deeds, 


the diſpoſition would die away through 
diſuſe and neglect. 95 Though a man under- 


ſtand the nature of all the virtues ever ſo 
perfectly, and think over the arguments 


on which they are built ever ſo often, yet he 
cannot be a virtuous man without reducing 
them to practice. Nor will a few good or 


bad actions of any ſort ſerve to denominate 


a man either good or bad in that reſpect, 


but only the general tenor of his behaviour. | 


Indeed a ibis doi not neceſſarily cauſe 


every action to follow i it, becauſe man is ſtill 


free ; but it greatly influences us, and gives 


us a diraiion: which ſeldom miſcarries. If 


we look into n habits, beſides thoſe of 


94 virtue, 


fins, and —— | ren - 
the contrary virtues into action: For virtue 


fed. To peaks det or orig guage 
fluently and well, muſt not „ . 
quired" but preſerved by practic 
wiſe not only a facility in, dr W 
very elements of it will in time be loſt to us. 
And if we rightly conſider our weak and 
dependent condition, we fhall find it can- | 
not be otherwiſe. No creature whatſoever 
18 abſolutely perfect; and that which is 
ſhort of abſolute perfection muſt be liable to 
decay, and in danger of being loſt, Ex- 
perience commonly atteſts this truth, for 
we ſee many perſons who promiſe fair for ; 
good men, and ſet out well, rds 
either by their bwn neglect, or the bad 
examples of others, deſert the cauſe of 
virtue, and ink into "To: loweſt Wu | 
wickedneſs. 


T he holy 7 . . chough 
of a degree far above us, are maintained-in 
an unſinning ſtate, only by the Almighty 
Power of God: and that grace which now 
keeps them free from error and fin, ' will; 
| if we walk worthily before him, deliver us 


from evil, e bed 


our ſincerity intire; and will —.— time, 


remove us to a happy place which no ſin or 
pollution can enter, where we ſhall ſee 


God as he is,“ be like him unchangeably 


NOR and gg cd en we me 
known.” ._ I had; 


* 


II. The indipentible e an 


dens appears from this conſideration, that 
without virtue no man can be happy; and 


with it no man can, be very miſerable, or at 
leaſt not long ſo: and therefore, if we 


mean to be happy, either in this world or in 


| asche we muſt ſs be ien 


Every creature is aſt Ware ac- 
counted happy, when it acts up to the 


perfection of its nature, and employs its 


beſt faculties upon the moſt fitting objects. 


The principal faculty in man is his reaſon; 
while therefore his reaſoning powers are 
preſerved ſound and untainted, directed to - 


proper purſuits, and made inſtrumental to 
the beſt purpoſes, he lays a ſure ground- 
work for ſatisfaction and — 


Man 


| 
' 


— — — x 
b 


lity of mind to make him Happy. 41.096 
_ theſe (as might eaſily be 


d. 
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: Man is indeed a compound WIRE and : 


ſiting of a body as well as a ſoul, and there» 


fore other inferior things, ſuch as health, 
and a competent proviſion of the conve- 


niencies of life, muſt concur with candy 


bighty nen to ſecure. 


But it hat! be ay Naben at _ to | 
ſet before you ſuch bleſſings of religion | 


are the eternal obligations of morality, the 


attributes and gloties of God, the excel- 


as are more peculiar to it, and mac me- 
diately flow from it, "> 34, 


The nobleſt objects of the human mint | 


lencies and beauties of virtue, the great 


the means that muſt give it efficacy; and 
the felicity of every individual confiſts in 


the application of theſe things to his parti- | 
cular need, and in governing. bow 


according to chem. 
For benoe it, 4% that de ſu W 


ſcheme of man's redemption by Chriſt, and 


of Win 20g. 


rank in the e lays © his time : 


= | n 


image of the immortal God, not only by 
diſcerning the unchangeable rules of righ- 
teouſneſs, but by faithfully obſerving them 3 
by the power he has over his own actions, 

by the freedom and purity of his will, and 
his goodneſs and beneficence to all that are 


about him. By following the guidance of 


right reaſon he ſaves himſelf from. ſinking 
into the ſenſuality of inferior creatures, as 


well as from falling into the degeneracy of 
thoſe unhappy ſpirits, who, though they 


were once of an exalted order, and poſſeſſed 
a place in the heavenly hierarchy, yet for 


their pride and rebellion were * of the 


preſence. of A. 
le is cbſeiveble, E al 


great employments open men's minds, en- 


large their capacities, and fit them for {til 
more ſublime attainments; while on the 


contrary, mean attention, and low and 
trifling purſuits contract their talents, and 
| * 
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tempts. Now, there is nothing mote © 


exalted and refined than the great truths of 


Chriſtianity nothing that fills the ſoul | 


with more noble ideas, or that gives — 
4 freer compaſs and more extenſive reach 


than they. Accordingly we find that men 


of flow parts, when they have once applied 
themſelves in good earneſt to know and to 


do their duty, have greatly improved, and 


their abilities have grown upon them. 


Thus the law of God giveth light and 


underſtanding 1 unto the ſimple.” 


On the okay i 1 oP pation 


and the ftorms of unſi ubdued appetites - 


greatly obſcure the mind, cover men with 
the miſts of prejudice and the darkneſs of 
ignorance. Such perſons have no affection 


for ſpiritual things, nor ever make them 


their ſtudy; they ſay unto God, · Depart 
from us, for we deſire not the knowledge of 


thy ways.” But virtue gives us a clearneſs 


of apprehenſion, makes truth more ac- 
ceſhible, and us more ready to embrace it; 


wer. Non the indifference of a traveller con- 
| cerning 


cerning our way, a we are rd i in- 


formed, and know which will lead us 1 
lafely and . to our e 8 Ris 


| Religion therefor bighly . it- 
ſelf to us in this, that it aſſiſts us in our 
reſearches after truth, than which e 
is more agreeable to the human mind; it 
diſpoſes us for uncommon acquiſitions of 
knowledge, delivers us from the uneaſineſs 
of fear and doubt,: and Ae ebe 
us the true wiſdom. 


Religion alſo 8 the 2 of 
men in à quiet and ſerene poſture, or elſe 
gives a pleaſing activity to the paſſions. It 
either ſecures us in ealmneſs and peace, or 
makes us to meet the ſtorms of life with. 
firmneſs and intrepidity. It defends us 
from thoſe convulſions of deſire, and fear, 
and guilt, which with the violence of 
cantrary motians, deftroy the I . 
men's minds. | Na 


Miſery and trouble are the off-ſpring of 
fin, and . is not ſo much the 
infliction 
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; m _ be followed _ Cera M 
pain; but it cannot be expected that he 
ſhould alter. the conſtitution in which he 


bath created things, even for the fake of 


good men, and much leſs eee, 
a *Tis religion only that affords us 
a 2 antidote againſt miſery 3 and it is 
enough that God accepts of the returning 
obedience of repenting ſinners. It would 
not be conſiſtent with his juſtice, if he 
ſpared thoſe that are finally n * 

e N > E 


Religion RR the mind open 289 
juſt and manly delight, and the faculties 
clear and ſtrong; it ſupports us in a ſettled 
chearfulneſs and full reliſh of all lawful and 
rational pleaſures, without the interrup- 
tions of wearineſs and ſatiety, which ariſe 
from too deep and immoderate eraughts, 
and without the pangs 'of an accuſing 
OG: OW ike the hank 

. a 


on the wall, would make us tremble, and 
our knees ſmite. one againſt another (as 

| e ee rey : 
delicious feaſt. 


The ratification which wilighat denies 
the body, are moſtly. ſuch as tend to its 
_ deſtruction, - by overpowering its organs, 
raiſing in it an been. and ſub- 
verting its order and eaſe; and it effeQually 
conſults the happineſs of the mind, by 
checking all the fierce and turbulent 
paſſions, allaying the heats of an ger, and 
the rancor of hate and revenge, ſtemming 
te tides of eager deſire, and freeing us 
from ſurmiſes of fear and 
jealouſy 3 while, in the mean time, it 
cheriſhes every ſweeter movement of 
thought, and raiſes and encourages every 
benign and gentle affection. It inſpires us 
with an univerſal benevolence to mankind, 
and gives us a ſatisfaction in the good of 
others as well as in our own ; it conducts 
us in the pleaſing exerciſe of love and 
good-will; and by directing our behaviour 
n to the rules of candour and 
boneſty, 


by , 


) 


tection, and the light of his 


- Religion delivers us From: all needl 
ſuſpicions oC God or man, from n the 


bam that attend upon fin; for it teaches us © 
to look upon our  fellow-creatures w h 
kindneſs, as beings that are generally em- 
ployed in uſeful- labour and benevolent 
purſuits, and in their turns miniſterial to 
each others welfare; it teaches us to con- 
ceive of God as he is, a Being good and 
faithful, juſt and true, that deals with” 
mankind as a loving and tender father wit 


his child, ſo that his upright ſervants need 


entertain no perplexing dread of him, but 


may walk under the favour of his pro-: 


with great and alured } Joy. 1 5 55 : 


| Religion doth not en us (as one of i its 
enemies repreſent it) either to the ſhade of. 


melancholy, or the cell of indolenoe; it is 
8 | not 


ible in Ann for 1 
it forbids n | o mirth but the laughter o ͤ 
fools,” nor any pleaſure'biit the enceſſes  _ 
intoxication, and the intrigues of ſuch e 
profligate. men as. will ſacrifice their own. 


innocence, ' and the - laſting / Sl 
honour of families, to the falſe joy of amo | 
ment. If any of its friends fancy that it is 


4 gloomy and unchearful engagement, let 
them conclude at it is owing either, to ; = 
their partial amendment, their not having — 
yet ſubdued the prevalence of vicious x 


d 


inclinations, or elſe to the natural irt eu- 
larity of their * * to CY ks com- e 8 
plexion of body z ot, at leaf un- 


+ 
* * ® £ 9 7 


of virtue. On the contrary, N 1 
fuſes into us new I and powers, 2 
well as content and {elf-approbation, ani 
puts us upon every good enterprize it calls "> -— 

us out from the buried virtue of the cloſet, ES 

and invites us to mix in the commerce of | 
ſociety, and to enter into the hopes and 


fears of men, , that we may be ſerviceable 
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hs far is n, from n an * 
10 ſociety and friendſhip, that in truth, 
none büt the honeſt and well-principled 
man is capable of being a good or valuable 
friend; ſince, in him only, enn we repoſe 
dur confidence with any ſecurity z.. 

| beſide the ties of particular affeRiony the 
obligations of conſcience inſure his fidelity, 


- Thdeed 1 know ' nothing that ſhould 
diſturb a man who enjoys a good ſtate of 
Health, but either the thinking there is no 
15 God, * ſo fearing ſome r from 
an un governed ola, or elſe the believing 
there is a God, and yet having incurttd 
his diſpleaſure by wicked nden But the 
. religious man lives at the greateft diftance 
_ from both theſe dangers, for he is not only 
= 1: aſſured of the exiſtence of a Supreme Being, 
but of his fatherly regard and providential 
care. Who then will ſay, that living 
virtuo oully is not living moſt agreeably t6 
i | | the c6ndition of our nature, and accom- 
Er - | plimment of our end ? „ 


; e, repentance, it wil be aid, is 
bl difficult and * * Whence, 
1 . £ 24 "Ir 1 
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tained; but from the reſiſtance of paſt ſins 


as long as they can, and are hardly u 
from . old SONS ft . e 


b 17 
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faith, <6 worketh death, 
and eternal: and no wonder, for it pro- 
ceeds not from a, ſenſe of our having 


tent in our condition; it is not a grief for 
ſin, but for the bad effects of it, an angry 
regret at the evil circumſtances of our tranſs 
greſſions, accompanied with a deſire of 


hearts, and * 7 2 our gui ilt. 


repentance, proceeds from a clear view of 
the holineſs and goodneſs of God, of the 


intrinſic worth of virtue. This, there- 
| 5 2 . fore, 


TINY ae „ = 
not from virtue, for that is not yet ate 


which are reſolved to affert their dominion 


Worldly Aare indeed, as | the deen. 


offended our beſt Benefactor, but from 
want of ſubmiſſion to his will, and diſcon- 
continuing in them. This ſorrow is un- 


profitable, for it makes no change in ur 


But * ben for fin which 3 


baſeneſs and diſingenuity of vice, and the 


e e 
; fore, will influence us to forſake our fins] f 


) 


at a ſtedfaſtneſs in religion, we have 1 


-appetite, than we could have in indulging 


will remove the grievance that atinoyed us, 
and reſtore our comfort. The trouble 
ends with thoſe tears of contrition that 


waſh out the ſtain ; and the pardon, of 


God, that is never denied to the penitent, 


| enables us to look up again to him as to 2 


Father. And tho' before we arrive ; 


a ſharp conflict with fin ; yet, in the mean 


time, we have more pleaſure in the thought 


of having conquered a vile and extravagant 


it. Of all the ways of unrighteouſneſs, it _ 
has been pronounced, that the pleafure is 


_ quickly paſt and gone, but the evil re- 


mains; and of the combats of virtue, it 


may be as truly ſaid, that the pain is ſoon 
over, but the grateful remembrance abides 


for ever. Indeed, it cannot be otherwiſe; 
for whatever is agreeable to reaſon perfectly 


_ fatisfies the ſoul, and whatever oppoſes its 
dictates will always raiſe in us a : 


Tons... 6 4 . 328 
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A is plain, therefore, that the ſeale f 
WN deſcends on the ſide of virtue in 
this world, and in regard of the next it 


will bear no manner of diſpute. The bad 


man here gives up the cauſe, and owns | 
that if there is a heaven he has made no 


proviſion for it, nor has any chance ſor 


the glories of eternity. © Without holineſs 


no man ſhall ſee the Lord” -and it is 
certain, that if a wicked man ſhould ſee 
him, he could not enjoy him, or bis 


Saints; for no man takes delight in the 
preſence of an adverſary whom he has pro- 


voked and diſhonoured, or in the com- 
pany of ſuch as differ in manners s and 
| temper from him, 1 „ 


Whatever the CUP” of 3 may e 
be, the happineſs of it will not ſo much | 


conſiſt in any external circumſtances, as as 
in the in ward ſtate of mind and happy 
motions of the ſpirit. We ſee that ſome 


men ſicken with envy, or are ſwelled witk 
pride in the circle of palaces, and the ſame 


diſpoſitions would affect them in the ſame 
manner in heaven itſelf : they would be 
* 3 _ "tortured. 


4 


bf angels 


kortured at b rig of the chain 5 
s, and would liſten with envy. to 
the muſic of the ſeraph. What ſhould 
the voluptuous. man do in heaven, where 
there are no ſenſual or impure pleaſures ? 
What ſhould the malicious and revengeful | 
man do in that place of harmony, where 
there is no work for enmity, nor any: ſcenes 
of cruelty and horror to glut his ſight? Or | 
phat ſatis faction would the profane and 
impious man take in the ſtudy « of ſpiritual | 
things, in the contemplation of the excel. 
lencies of God, or in the perpetual adora- 
tion of his ſublime perfections. The ſame 5 
might be faid of all other vices, that they 
intirely diſqualify the perſons whom theß 
rule for partaking the joys of heaven; * and | 
if they \ were admitted thither, (as they may 
be ſure they never will) they would have 
no reliſh for the bleſſings c of it, they \ would 
voluntarily baniſh themſelves thence, and . 
herd with ſpirits of another kind whom 
they more reſembled. "Thoſe, therefore, 
ſeem to underſtand themſelves and the 
nature of things better, who, while they 


lead evil” lives, diſclaim all hopes "of 
2 | x eternal | 


* 


| — i 
eternal felicity; than ſuch . 7 


concile the expectation of a happy recom- 
pence with the indulgence of fin, For, 


6 if ye know the will of God, evans is 


nnn Og 
SERMON XXIX. 15 
On Divine Grace, ena. 


WE PS iv. 12 


I an de all thing through Chrift, wh 


Wave ene me. 4 


TN every age, almoſt, of the chriſtian | 


church, two great errors haye appeared 


with reſpect to the doctrine of Grace; the 
one aſcribing all to natural ſtrength, che 
other declaring the abſolute inability f 


man to do any thing towards his ſalvation; 
the one depending folely on the native 
powers of reaſon, the other deſiring us to 


leave the whole buſineſs to God, and to 
F 4 „ it 


— —— —— K 


it Kill, rape up in indlnce and n. 


. a „ a 55 90 : 7 


The 3 ag ant ory ids 8 3 
tremes. The chriſtian life conſiſts in hum 


ble and vigilant obedience, in lamenting 
our wants to God, and making uſe of thoſe 


| ſyccours which the Redeemer {diſpenſes ty 


# 


hiſted, can do chem. 


1. It is Chriſt who is the fountain * all 
our ſupernatural ſtrength ; all our plea to- 
grace or glory is in the hand of a Media- 


tor; the covenant was ſealed in the blood 


of Jeſus, and farther confirmed to us, 
when he aſcended on high, and gave 
gifts to men.“ All power was given to. him 


The ferlpture I * _ to you, 4 
clares in ſtrong terms, both the | 
of the grace of God, and the co-operation | 
of man. It is * through Chriſt ſtrengthen - 
ing me,” it is through the continual ſup- 
ply of the aids of heaven, that << I can do 
all things ;” but ſtill it is I, who, thus af-} 5 


88 
SITE * * 
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8 7 217 
at his exaltation, that he might diſpenſe 
and convey part of it to the members of 
his body, the church. Hence it is, that 
Chriſt is called the Father of eternity), 
or (as the LXX render it) the Father 


of the age to come, the ſtate of chriſtians 


under the goſpel, and all that belong to it. 
The Father will not neglect his offspring, 


but watch over them with the moſt indul - 
gent care, protect them againſt their ene 


mies, and provide them with every thing 
neceſſary to their ſafety; the Redeemer 


will ſet no inferior value on thoſe whom 


be has bought ſo dear; the great phyſi- 


cian of ſouls will infuſe into them a habit 


of health, and defend them from every 
dangerous diſtemper; the ſun of righte- | 


ouſneſs that aroſe with healing in his 


wings, will ſend forth his refreſhing rays 
to ſtrengthen and to bleſs his people; from 
the influence of his light, the ſoul that | 
was aſleep in fin awakes, diſtinguiſhes the 


| dangers of the precipice on which it lay, 


and returns to ou _ _ even n of 
but 


virtue, | 


| be h has laid. up a. crown of — $ 
it is only for thoſe 5 who fight the good 
fight, who finiſh their courſe, and keep 
the faith.” In our Lord's farewel ſpeech 
to his diſciples, where he ſeals their com- 
miſſion of preaching to every creature, all 
who ſhould: embrace his doctrine, are. di- 
— 6e to obſerve. all things whatſoever 
he them.“ Now, if by the 
afſſtance 57 Chriſt, they are not able to 
perform this condi ition, then, conſequently, 
they are ſtill incapable of ſalvation by the 
ſecond covenant; that irreverſi ble oath of 
God being already gone out againſt them, 
7* J have ſworn in my wrath that they 
Gaal not enter into my reſt,” But me = 
need not doubt his power, „ho is the 
Arſt and the laſt, and who has the keys of 
death and of hell,” nor his inclination to 
aſſiſt us, who laid down his life for our 
redemption,” nay, rather, . + who is riſen 
again, and inveſted with all power, at the 
pyht-hand of God: At his departure, 
indeed, 


Fog 


be left pe as being our taſk, ot 


his, that holy obedience which is the con- 


dition of ſalvation. The Spirit then enters 
upon the work, diſpatches ambaſſadors to 


all nations, nl himſelf to the end of the 


world goes along with his, miniſtry, to 


ſupport and give them ſucceſs, It is ours, 
indeed, to ſow the ſeed,” but it is your 


part to provide the good ground of * 


honeſt and ſincere heart to receive it. 

If Gs remain any impodibilitee 
to be oyercome, ſuch they will be for ever. 

And this, perhaps, is the reaſon of thoſe 


peremptory denunciations of Chriſt againſt 
thoſe that 5 ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt," 


againſt that adminiſtration 'of grace en- 
truſted to him, that there ſhall never be 
any remiſſion for them in this world, or 
in another, becauſe, if they deſpiſe the 


operations of the Spirit of Chriſt, there 


remains no other ſaviour in reſerve. This 


alſo is the reaſon. of that ſeemingly ſe- 
yere decifiowi in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, 


ce there | 


but a certain fearful joking Py 77 = 
ment and fiery indignation ;” for, if men 
apoſtatize and fall away from Chriſt, to. 
how. n n flee for ſuecour? ws he | 
10 45244 theſe dreadful — it . 
our buſineſs, not only in faith, but - = 
practice, to cleave to our Redeemer; o 
embrace him in all his offices, as he u 
typically deſcribed in Zechariah, a crown. 


ed Jeſus, © his ſcepter joined to his ephod,” 1 


to rule and receive tribute, as well as to 
propitiate and reconcile. Thus ſhall we 
perform what our chriſtian ſtrength. will 

reach to, and for the reſt, we may humbly 
repoſe on the Redeemer. And as that which 
can be done, is ſure to be accepted, there 
is no room left for pretended impoſſibili- | 
ties. Nay, becauſe we ſometimes fail of 
doing what is in our power, becauſe. we 
all ſometimes offend, there is an article of 
| repentance added to the covenant, : that 
ſhore for ſhipwreckt ſouls, that city of re- 
fuge, that ſanctuary after fin committed, 

I, then, ſincere obedience be all. that. i is 


means, can any longer doubt of = ſu 
ciency from Chriſt to perform' it. 5 


II. But Kill, the ng and 8 
being thus beſtowed from heaven, the work 


- 


As 


wanting be ſupplied | 


no man who underſtands what his duty 


: 1 


is the work of man. I can do all — 
through Chriſt frengthening me.“ 1 


Not I alone, abſtradted ſtractec from Chriſt, nor 


I principally ; but I, abſolutely unable of 


' myſelf to perform any ſupernatural duty, 
yet raiſed above myſelf, ſtrengthened by 


Chriſt's perpetual influence, am then by 


that ſtrength able to do all things myſelf: 


as the earth, which is cold and dry in its 

elementary conſtitution, and therefore would 
prove perpetually barren, having neither 
of thoſe prolific faculties, "hit or moiſture, 


in its compoſition ; ' yet warmed by the 
ſun-beams, and impregnated with water, 


contributes 
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required 3 if repentance will repaireven the 
moſt grievous faults ; if whatſoever is 
the merits of 
another, and what we are enabled to do ; 
be graciouſly accepted ; then certainly 
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contributes au we can lus, ade for | 
need Or r pleaſure. - | : Oy : 10 ; 


Though all this be done by thoſe . 2 
aide, as principal, nay ſole efficients of _ 
this fertility in the earth, yet the work of 
bringing forth is attributed to it. There 
is indeed” this difference, the earth is in- 
tirely paſſive in receiving the rays of the 
ſunz but the heart of man is free j it can 
either obey or reſiſt the ſpirit; it cam either 


ſuffer its on droſs to be en or 
155 the holy fire. 0 


7 + 


Thus it is God? 8 work to ue” and to 


. water by Paul of by Apollos; nay, it is | 


his to give the increaſe, becauſe he giveth 
the means of it, but i je yrs WE A 


From what has been diſcourſed, we may 


| conclude, to what the e of 


chriſtians is to be charged, n name ly, to the 
hardneſs, the indolence, or viciouſneſs of 17 
their own wretched hearts. 


* 


Though 


Though the fred. is. ap Sn though the 
2 of heaven deſcends, though the enliv- 
ening influences. of es are diſpenſed 


e vi not receive a | * om ae. 


* not ente 

they eame to reſe 
Hence it is, that ſo muc 
huſbandry returns ſo unprofitable a harveſt. 

The very milk and honey of Canaan is 
degenerated into wretched- barrenneſs. 
Though God has done all that any man, 
were it leftxto his own partial judgment, 
could think it neceſſary for him to do for 
his vineyard, yet does it bring forth wild 
grapes, heartleſs faith, 1 devo- 
tion, "defective Rr . 


* from Ft 


{ 


Ie is not the e hardneſs of x IR 
to which all this can be imputed, nor yet 
the want of cultivation; but it is the long 
habit and cuſtom of ſin, which hath 
barraſſed out the ſoul, and impoveriſhed i it 
n the e 


\ \ 
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1 Chriſt - 
* - he @ 1 


of the divine Ca RE 


Dan « hin levotiohe in the 7 * 7. 


thoſe three times he finds them aſleep; 


but his ſpirit too. So many excuſes 18 


E when he calls, ſuch unkind entertainment 
when he comes, no wonder if he leaves us 
-. to ourſelves ] Such eaſineſs in our preſent 
ſervile condition, that if a jubilee ſhould 
be proclaimed from heaven, to deliver us 
from the fetters of ſin, we ſhould be ready 
with thoſe ſervants for whom Moſes made 
a proviſion, to come and tell him plainly, 5 
«© We will not go out . but n. 


daes for wee” | 


* 


degrees of improvement, like travellers, 
to keep on their way ; to take care to be 
[ren twployed, elſe how can God 


aſiſt; 


. The phariſee can be awake to plot, Judas 
"ts 7; only the diſciples: were alleep, | 
. thiir eyes were heavy.” And this 
8 22 of eyes, and heavineſs of heart; 

dieprives us many times, not only of Chriſt, 


bes dee ue (bleſs be Ged N 
deſire to awake and to be ſober, Theſe let 
me intreat to advance continually to farther 


wh an £An_ 


can | heaven wick together 


gave themſelves up to noch, Wb — 2 


call upon heaven in vain. er as 


David ſaid to Solomon, when F mate- 


rials for building the temple were laid ing 


in „ 
with thee.” 3 5 


as the taſk that will ; not © be required of the- 
ſpirit of God, of the” ſcripture; of the 


preacher, but of Be content to 


believe, that ſomewhat belongs to ther, 


that thou haſt ſome hardſhip-to undergo, ' 


ſome induſtry to exert, ſome evidences of 


thy prudence, of thy wiſe managing of 
the talent; elſe when the Well done, 


good and faithful ſervant,” is pronounced, 
thou wilt not be CT" to aſa to ad 


name. 


All the weapons in the world will not 
defend a man, unleſs he defend his weapons. 
Your ſtrength conſiffs all in the ſtrength of 

Von — Q - Chriſt, 


_ 4 


— — 


n INE ». cm 
ny rr 


g 


5 9 = — * r 
5 N „„ͤ TC 
— n F E — K N ee = \ 
L 7 x g - * WES : 4. ha 
* 2 wo 4 


— * 


in the ſtrength of that, till you be reſolved, 5 


Chriſt, n you. will; never be in era 


1 that the 800d uſe of that ſtrength is a work 


which, rem 
that exhortation of the apo! 


\ — ET = 5 
ee 
« * 


1ains for you. Were it otherwiſe, 


tle would never | 
have been addreſſed in form of exhortation . 


to chriſtians, but of petition oply, to. Chriſt, 


<« Stand faſt, quit Wee ike men, be 
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| Comforss in the open of Death. 


"Nr UMBERS. XXiii, 10. e 


Jin me die the Death of the Righteous, and 
* 15 laſt End be like his. oy 


* 


"E are here 0 Wer one of 
the ſtrongeſt inſtances of the ex- 
cellency of piety and virtue. Balaam, the 


perſon who ſpoke theſe words, was a ſlave 
to that moſt contemptible paſſion, covetout- 


neſs: a paſſion which ſeldom allows men 
Ss 17 EW 


1 
een 
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| Comforts in thi Phoſyeft of Diath.” 227 
to pay a proper regard to that ri zhteouſneſs, 5 
which is ſo juſtly repreſented a the object 
of deſire at the approach of death. Balaam 
was indeed favoured ſometimes with revela- 


tions from the Almighty ; but it is evident 
from his character delivered in the ſacred 


writings, that he was not thus favoured on 
account of his own deſerts; on the contrary, 


it appears that Providence wiſely deſigned to 
uſe him as an affecting example, that a con- 
viction of our duty is not always ſufficient — 
engage us in the performance of it; ſince 
even a prophet was notoriouſſy guilty of 
many inſtances of diſobedience. God was 
pleaſed to diſcover to Balaam a proſpect of 
the glory of his people Iſrael, which was 
to be revealed to the world in ages to 
come. The wicked prophet being hereupon 
convinced, that all this glory, all this 
happineſs, was conferred on Iſrael as a re- 
ward of the exemplary righteouſneſs of the 
holy patriarchs, breaks forth in the words 
of this fervent wiſh, © Let me die the 


death of the righteous, a let "oy rag end 
be like his! e 


* 


i » 4 Ps of * x 
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| Mercies renders the paſſage of the righte 


from this world to. the next, eaſy. and 
gradual. When perſons poſſeſt of full 
health and vigour, conſider that dark 
paſſage of death, which cloſes the ſcene of 
all the joys and all the ſorrows of this | 
world, and leads to thoſe regions, in 
which we muſt find every thing that is truly 
to be hoped, and every thing that is truly 


to · be feared, a reverential thoughtfulneſs 
forces itſelf on the mind. And ſurely it is 


no inconſiderable reward of our righteouſ- . 
-neſs in this life, that we have thoſe agonies 
world. We are taught in our public 
_ prayers to implore the divine aſſiſtance in 
the hour of death; for then vain is the ; 
help of man.” I may add, vain is the help 
even of a good conſcience itſelf, to make us 
inſenſible of the agonies of death. * are 
1 apt 


T ſhall take that occaſion which 1 
| words naturally offer, to conſider ſome'of 


the _— wt 6m which ue at- 


Jr do. appears, that e Father 2 


5 2 „ . 
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apt to admire the courage of the ſoldier 
who bravely meets death in the field of 
battle; but if we compare the approaches 
of that univerſal conqueror in the field, and 
on the bed of ſickneſs, we muſt own that 
the perſon who is in the latter condition 
has much mere need of almighty affiſtance. 
The approaches of death to a perſon on 
A bed of ſickneſs, are often extremely . 
flow ; and the king of terrors appears in 
all the majeſty of terror. Inſomuch, that 
in all probability, the apprehenfions of the 
ſtroke bf death are much more painful than 
the ſtroke itſelf; - Tt is true, indeed, that 
God does not always favour the righteous 
with this eaſy paſſage, but he often does. 
And I believe it has been ſeldom or never 
known, that a ſignal finner made a gentle 
and peaceful deſcent from this world, the 
ſcene of his unrĩghteouſneſs, to that eternal 
| houſe of darkneſs, We may, therefore, 
juſtly look upon the gentle diſſolution of 
che ſoul from the priſon of the body, as 
one very affecting reaſon why we ſhould 
ery out w_ the 2 Let me 


230 Comforts i in the Prout of D. ath. 


die the death of the n and _ my 
laſt end be like his 5 e HO d 


* Ker 


(But; in che next . if God goth not 
W the righteous with an inſenſibility of 
anguiſh in the dreadful hour of death, he 
favours them with a ſenſe of the righteouſ- 
neſs of their lives, which balances, which 
| overbalances, i in 1 all CORO: the 58 

of the * * 1 


we are Ie by hiſtory, th that a ee 
heathen philoſopher, who had no hope of 
rewards in a future ſtate, (as is generally 
believed) wrote to his friend while he lay 
under the moſt exquiſite agonies of death, 
and declared, that the reflection on the 
many virtuous actions he had done, ſoothed 
all the pains which attacked him in the 
moſt violent manner.” But if an heathen 
could make this declaration, who had no 
nope after this life, what ought the ſenti- 
ments of a chriſtian to be; ſince life and 
Immortality are brought to light by the 
goſpel ! Surely he ought to cry out with 
much more rapture than Balaam did; 


5 * Let 


dne in the Pope 71 B 2 31 


<« Let me die the death of the rightly! 
and let _— laſt end be FRO pcs Fes: oe 


Ancehes — 3 which PRE the | 
death of the righteous, is. the CP wn : 


mn his nn * FAS ee 


The good man PO nbehwithe . that 
bis friends ſhould weep, ſhould mourn on 
his account. But ſince human nature, 


vhen moſt improved, will not permit us to ; 


loſe a friend without giving him ſome 
tribute of our ſorrow, the righteous man 


finds no ſmall comfort on the bed of death, 
from that proper teſtimony of the affection 


of thoſe around him. Our Lord applauded 
the affection and gratitude of the woman in 
the goſpel, who poured precious ointment 


on his head, becauſe © ſhe did it for his 
burial.” And ſurely his conduct in that 


affair, is a ſuffieient proof that the righteous 
man receives no ſmall comfort i in the hour 


of death from the tears of friends, far more 


precious than that ointment which the 


grateful perſon diſtilled on her Redeemer. 
It may deſerve our notice, that in the 
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| juſtly determined, that prayers for the dead 


Sides Immediately nn our 1 L 


the prophet mentions: Jacob; and it is 


highly probable, that he had preſented to MH 
his imagination in that moment a view of 
the happy death of that holy patriarch, who | 
had not only an eaſy paſlage to the land of 
reſt, but a comfortable one too, amidſt 
the prayers and- ſorrows of his grateful. 
family. He fell into the grave, like a trees 
which after a long ſeries of years, finks BH 

the ground beneath the load of good fruits. 


In conſequence of this view did the prophet 


ery = (and ſurely we ought to imitats 


bim) „ Let me die the death of the 


righteous, and let my laſt end be like his Pt 
The wiſdom of our church bas — J 


are not only ineffectual but 1 impious. For 


We are aſſured in the word of God, that 
a virtuous courſe muſt be finiſbed, and the 
good fight of faith ought in this life, or 
not at all, and that (t as the tree falleth, 


ſo it lieth ;” that after the period of this life 


is cloſed, << he that i is guilty ſhall be guilty 
mal, 77 5 as he that is righteous 1 ſhall 
be 


A - » 


Comforts in the Pr 


_ reaſon to. diſbelieve that the foul: ſtrug-. 


gling to be. freed from the priſon of the 

body, is mere eaſily releaſed from thoſe 
bonds by the devout prayers of thoſe friends 

who attend the death-bed. How much 


comfort then muſt the righteous man re- 


ceive on his death: bed, from the refſection 


that his ſoul. is aſſiſted in its flight towards 
heaven by: the prayers of. perſans to whoſe 


happineſs on earth he has ur con- 


tributed |! 


Anat. con mfg ar attending the Abel 


of the righteous, is the reflection on the 
| good name which he ſhall leave behind 


him. It is true, that at firſt view it may | 


appear no very rational comfort which 
ariſes to any man from the proſpect of 
a good name after death. For if he has 
obtained this fair reputation by hypocriſy, 
it muſt be ſo far from affording him any 


be righteous ſtill. And any be wha 8 
hopes by prayer to alter the condition of 
the ſoul. after death, affronts. the declara- | 


tions of God. But prayers for the dying, 
are the works of charity. We haye no... 
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| real comfort, that it muſt give bim exe. 1 
- anguiſh; as it muſt reproach him in the 
dittereſt manner for his diſſimulation. But 
if he is; a righteons man, it ſhould ſeem 
that a good name can be of little or no 
conſequence to him when he ſhall 'be 
exalted far above this world, far above any ; 
proſpect of advantage from the applauſe, 
or diſadvantage from the cenſure of men, 
who only ſee through a glaſs — and 
| ** —_ RR at the . | 


2 Yeta more nh inquiry may catialy | 
As, that the proſpect of a good name after 
death, may, or rather - muſt afford a very 
rational comfort to the righteous man in 
the important hour of diſſolution. For in 
tte firſt place, the beſt men are always the 
moſt humble, the moſt unwilling to judge 
' favourably of their own deſerts ; and there- 
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q fore moſt of all need the approbation of 
4 | mankind to incline them to think juſtly of 
| themſelves. And eſpecially in the dreadful 

E hour of death, when the good man expects 

1 


to enter on an unalterable ſtate, what 
1 con: fort may he rationally receive 
from 
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from the reflection that bis hopes of life 


and immortality are not founded on that 
fallacious ground-work which ſelf- love 
ſupplies; but that he is ſtrengthened in 
thoſe hopes by the unanimous approbation 


of mankind; or, at leaſt, by the voice of 
the generality of mankind, who can e 


ſu ppoſed to Judge 9 y to reaſon. 


But there is another aka 85 che 


righteous man may rationally rejoice at the 
proſpect of a good reputation after death; 


and this is the ſatisfation which muſt 


thence ariſe to his ſurviving friends. 
Though the good man knows that when he 


is admitted to the bliſs of heaven, he ſhall | 


be far exalted. above the various imper- 
fections of the moſt improved friendſhips 
here on earth; yet he. cannot look upon 


thoſe friends who attend his death-bed, as 
perſons to whom he ſhall have no relation 
after death: no; he regards them as 


perſons, who ſhall, he hopes, be ad- 
| mitted to the ſame bliſs to which himſelf 


haſtens. He regards them as perſons, whoſe 


ſociety he hopes to enjoy in a much more 


excellent | 
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236 Comfarts in the Proſpect of Death. 
| excellent manner than he has done here og £ 
.___ earth; and therefore he is intereſted in the 
5 proſpect of that happineſs which they ſhall. 
enjoy while they ſurviye him; and he 
rationally comforts himſelf with the amiable 
- proſpect of his own good name after death, 
which will both contribute to the happineſs 
and ſoothe the ſorrows * his n 5 
friends. ; 


But theſe are not the only „ 


great as they are, ariſing to a good man 
from the memory of his piety and his 
virtue after death. The greateſt of all re- 
mains, the efficacy of a good example, 
J need not here inſiſt upon the efficacy of 
= good example in general : I ſhall only ob- a 
ſerve the peculiar advantage of 3 good 8 


example after death, 8 


Cenſure is EY dangerous to the cha- 
rafters of the beſt men, Many perſons have 
ſecret prejudices againſtanother, whichthey 
dare not avow, and yet are extremely ready | 
to ſtrengthen and propagate a cenſure when 


once directed e him. Others being : 
Conſcious, 


| Comforts in the Prijpet? of Death. 237 
conſcious, that themſelves cannot eſcape 
cenſure, are defirous to render as many as 
poſſible liable to the ſame ſuſpicions, that 
themſelves may not appear ſo diſtinguiſhed. 
Others again, are unwilling to undergo | 
the trouble of a thorough i inquiry into the 
| innocence of the perſon who feels the 
_ cenſure: ſinee they muſt ſuppoſe either 

the cenſurer or the perſon cenſured in fault, 
they are uſually tempted to take the readieſt 
method, and believe the accuſation true, 
But malicious cenſures generally die with = 
the perſon againſt whom they are levelled; 
for even the bittereſt enemies generally : 

eſteem death to be ſomething ſacred ; and 
by degrees, they become forry for that 
ſpirit of fury with which they perſecuted 85 
the good man. Nay, ſometimes ĩt happens, : 


that even enemies admire and imitate that© 


virtue and piety which they before hated 
and oppreſſed. In mort, a righteous man 
who dies and leaves a good reputation, 
may be juſtly compared to a veſlel richly 
laden with perfumes, which leaves an 

acceptable odour behind i it. 0 3 
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It appears then on many accounts which, 
| I have obſerved to you, that when Balaam 
expreſſed himſelf in this rapturous wiſh, 
Let me die the death of the eee i 
4 and let my laſt end be like his, that he 
. ſpoke the ſentiments of all wankind. For 
however unwilling men may be to. undergo 
the dangers of the voyage of life, to which 
the good man expoſes. himſelf, by ſteering 
his courſe in the ways of righteouſneſs; ; yet 
they all agree in wiſhing to arrive at that 
haven of peace and Joy which at laſt re- 
ceives him. e a 


The concluſion ariſing from the declara-, 
tion of the text, is too obvious to need any 
explanation. For every obſervation, on 

the comforts attending the death of the 

_ righteous, is a ſtrong and affecting argu- | 

ment to perſuade us to purſue thoſe paths. 

of righteouſneſs, which, notwithſtanding. 5 
all the ftorms of this life, certainly lead us. 
ſafely at laſt to the manſions of reſt. Let us, 
therefore, if we deſire the peaceful and 
comfortable death of the righteous, take. 
care to live like him; for there is no other 
method 
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method of attaining to it: and then we 


may reaſonably hope, that our ſi ivors 


will repeat over our graves this wiſh, of 
Balaam, '** Let me die the death of the 


righteous, and let my laſt end be like his !” 


And that theſe reflections may have ſuch 


an effectual influence on our minds, that 


none of us may wiſh thus in vain, may 


God of his infinite mercy grant, &c. 


S ERM ON XXXI. 


The Happineſs of Death to 4 


nn 
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I heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unt me, 
write, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the | 


Lord from henceforth ; Yea, faith the 


Spirit, that they may reſt from their 


labours, and thetr works do follow them.” | 


HE ſolemn manner in which theſe 


words are delivered, plainly diſ- 


covers the great CE of them ; and 


they 


ah prefeves In writing. best 


vdiee from heaven, ſaying unto me, write, 
Bleſſed are the dead which * die in che 
Lord.“ To which is farther added, the 
teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, confirming. 
the truth of what was dictated by that 
voice, © Yea, faith" the Spirit, that they 
may reſt from their labours, and theit 
works do follow them.” Such preparatory 
forms always imply, that the ſubſequent 
is of the greateſt conſequence; and in this 
place it is with a view more powerfully to 


awaken our minds, and to recommend it 


to our beſt and moſt attentive conſidera- 


tion. The immediate occaſion and defign 
of this paſſage, was to fortify the chriſtians | 
againſt ſome violent perſecutions, that 
St. John foreſaw were then approaching. 


But there is no neceſſity, nor indeed any 
juſt reaſon, for confining this expreſſion 
only to times of primitive perſecution. 


For, as every good man, who heartily 


embraces the faith of Chriſt, and 'who 
lives as becomes that faith, is ſaid, at his 
death, to o « die in the Lord; ſo every 


one 


r 
be ſaid, hen God takes him aut of the 


434 Lat of 


They who dis in the Lord ase bleſſed,” 


in regard of the troubles they ate delivered 
I need not undertake to ſhew upon this 
I need not dwell upon the vanities of 
youth, or the infirmities of age; the 


baren eee dee ce 


of ill health and Jow f pirits * or the ſolemn 
and awful advances of lingering fickneſs: 
for theſe are things which we all do; or 


may experience. From theſe, however, 
and all the other manifold-evils of life, 


à happy death ſets us free, and removes 


us A 
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follow them.” The 3 cares, the 


fears, whatever was grievous f them, is 
put off with that body which expoſed 


them to corruption and ſuffering.” Bet 


| their labours are not forgotten, their dili- 


gence and conſcientious care, the meekneſs 
and reſignation wherewith they are endued, 
Mill remain; and as to all the deſiruble 
and advantageous purpoſes, they will abide 
with them for ever. For, by their works 
following them,” is meant that good a. 
ceptance and great reward, which ide 
faints ſhall certainly find after death, for | 
their good deeds in this life. But we muſt 
not from this, and ſuch other expreſſions 
In ſcripture, infer that ſufficiency 'in the 
| beſt of our works, as if we could thereby 

demand this happineſs due to us as of 

right. For © all have come ſhort of the 
glory of God,” and © no fleſh can be juſti- 
hed in his ſight,” ſhould judgment, and not 


5 FS | mercy, 
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and rd b kls proceedings 5 
But the meaning, is, that according to the 
terms of the goſpel covenant, 1 which for the * 
ſake, and ſufferings of Chriſt, promiſes 1 
pardon for fins repented of, compaſſion. or 1 
infirmities not indulged, and a recompence if 
for thoſe good actions, Which by God's 
grace we have performed, every ſincere 
chriſtian ſhall not fail to be abundantly : 
conſidered, in proportion to what he bath 
done and 1 Such will be more or 2 | 
leſs rewarded, according to the trials and. 
inſtances of every one's virtue ; and in 
ſuch manner and meaſure as far exceeds 
- the value of his beſt works, and the degree 
of his ſharpeſt afſlictions. For we are 
aſſured, that © the ſufferings of this preſent 
time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that ſhall be revealed in us;” 
and that © theſe light afflictions, which 
are but for a moment, work. for us a more 
. weight of 89 5 en 
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Not are theſe fabauterd. put off with 
diſtant proſpects arid uneaſy expectations. ; 
For or no ſooner does night come, when they 

R 2 can 


| rt payment 5 oy" Biel 3 are the d 
which die in the Lord from he . 


ſenſe in which I haye all along taken h 
and alſo of our chureh in uſing 


conclude that this reſt from labour, and 


| inftant of men's dying in the Lord. 
labourers in the vineyard, as ben as the 


are called to receive their wages. 
any, VO. his fo, wy 


departure, and reſlecting upon the good. 


fight he had fought, declares, that ©* thence- 
forth there was Iaid up for him a, cn f : 


righteouſ; Moſt probably, indeed, 
his-crown..is :mok wat 66 nie. nor the. 
happineſs of Lazarus ſa exquiſite as it will 
be, at the laſt great day, when the righteou 


air ſhalt rer. But ill that 125 
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| 
| | I - ji his life-time, St. Paul, mentioning I 
| 


Without . criticiſing on theſe YR i 
will be ſufficient to. obſerve, that both the 


2 7 
the burial of every chriſtian, warrant us to 


the reward of good works, begin at the = 


hour was come, and the duty « of the day oper, 
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of the A Z 
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ſuch is made Him gobd amen fer Ss. 
and diſeaſes he had undergone in I 

his body, s thit theſe kalte ,, 

confute that | fooliſh, iniagination which 


| ſome haye entettained of the ſoul's fleeing 
7 in a fate or aber nn et the gend at 1 


sines, ding aver der us 
immediately follow them; ſince thoſe 
who die in the Lord are  inimediately” 
bleſſed, we ſhall'ds well to confider how 

ſtrongly they recomm a godly fe. For 
we muſt remember, that the glotious pri- 
uleges we have been ſpeaking of, do not 
belong to all, but only to thoſe who live up 
to the principles of the goſpel; perſevering” 
therein to the end of their days. But they* 
who reject of oppoſe the truths of the 
chriſtian covenant, of & hold them in un- 
righteouſneſs,” their caſt is the reverſe f 
what I have deſcribed; ' Let me then moſt 
OF * let me prevail with all 
' S that 
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that es! hes” 
' to this bleſſedneſs, by breaking off their 
| iniquities" from this very moment. This 
will beſt be done, by poſſeſſing our minds. 
with juſt and worthy notions. of the 
| happineſs promiſed, in the text; by s- 
fidering what vaſt amends. will be made 
them for all the hardſhips of virtue here, 

The ſevereſt doctrines of the goſpel are 
fully ſufficient to enforce: their pr tice, 
would we but impartially conſider them, 
and proceed upon the ſame meaſures | 
which human prudence dictates in the 
affairs of this world. And, alas ! What 
are the affairs of this world, when com- 
pared with our ſpiritual concerns? What 
are the imperfe& joys of ſenſe, diſturbed, 
by innumerable cares and fears, in com- 
pariſon of that ſweet repoſe above, Which 
nothing can _— ? what are the honours, 
the wealth, the pomp, we here ſo eagerly 
purſue, if ſet againſt the glories of the 
ſaints, and the ineſtimable treaſures of our 
" heavenly Father's kingdom. Nothing 
turns to true account, but piety and 

virtue. No gains are durable but theſe. 
"They | 
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to arm our minds againſt the fear of death, 


* 


A paſſion, where r 


degree, the moſt tyrannical and te 


And nothing but chriſtianity can conquer 7 
this evil. But when we conſider how many 


things: there are to abate our fondneſs for 


this life, and that they Who die in the 
Lord, are effectually delivered from all, , 


theſe; when we look upon death as 4 
neceſſary paſſage to happineſs, and refle& 


that the inſtant we ceaſe to be miſerable | 


here, we ſhall take poſſeſſion of never 
failing bliſs in another ſtate; this makes 


the proſpect of it very di Ferent from what. 


it is to the wicked. The ſting of. death 
is ſin;“ that is, the only thing which, 
renders dying terrible, is the being called. 
to account for our fins... But the goſpel, 
R 4 a ” frees. 


remove it as men. For the better we 8 


FE Joeariey 
his grace, if we diligently ſeek 755 . 
So that this fear is an affliction in our own. | 
power to moderate; at leaft, e may conquer 
it as ebriftians, though we cannot wholly 


provided for the approaches of death, the 
lefs troubleſome will the apprehenſions of 
it be. And a firm proſpeck of our future 

bleſſedneſs, mould make us long for that 


very diſſolution, which nature now mem. 


bles at, and takes ſuch ny to avoid,” 


Theſe em alſo «ford us the 
only powerful argument to ſupport” us 


under all the injuries and affitions of this = 


yorld,” To think that theſe things cannot 


_ _ aft long, is ſome, but not a ſuMcient 
- conſolation. But to be aſſured that they 
5 ll turn to our incomparably greater ad- 


antage, uch as han no Lg 3 


R 


er ad every freſly trial a higher flop 
to perfection; that not one ſigh or groan 
vaniſhes into air, but reaches the ears of 
the Almighty ; not one tear falls to the 
ground unregarded; © not one injury or 
_ affront we ever forgave, but it hath gained 

us the: forgiveneſs' of our infinitely more 

heinous offences againſt God; not one 
| pang of ſickneſs we have borne with pa- 
tienes and reſignation, but it will be repai# 
with intereſt in perfect joy: theſe ate the 
invincible weapons of a chriſtian, ſuch as 
render him proof againſt all the affuilts of 
ill men, and da eall-ilt fortune. And 
with the affiſtance of theſe, he will find hir 
courage keep up with his faith, be able 
to withſtand in beak ay, and, be, 
done all, to ſtand, DR” | 
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as. or cheek: thofe-fallies of excelfive 


grief, 
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And yet this is the caſe of our friends WH 


die in the Lord, And is the being ſorry 
for their happineſs, an argument of our 


n Amn of Dent 


"wrief, in which we too often "oy 
ourſelves, when it pleaſes: God. to remove. 


the good, eſpecially our friends and rela. 
tions, out of this world: For cody wi. 3 

give a looſe to ſuch. paſſions, do not rightly 
conſider when they expreſs. their concern 

for ſuch perſons. For why are they ſorry 
for them ? Is it an inſupportable calamity. 
to us, that they whom we moſt. dearly. 


loyed, are, after many, painful brug, 
at laſt delivered from misfortunes and 


diſeaſes, from hazards and dangers, from 


ſorow and ſin? Do-we us. e 


| lament when our beſt friends eſcape many. 


a terrible ſtorm, and come ſafe into pat? 


love? Our refuſing to be comforted, in 
ſuch caſes, proceeds from not conſidering 
how happy they really are; or elſe it is out 
of kindneſs for ourſelves, and not for them. 
We ought then to be content, that an 


uſeful neighbour, a darling child, or an 
affectionate wife, ſhould be removed to 
future bleflngs, though, we muſt not here. 


longer 


1 


| huge enjoy FIR: en The batnne 
the perſan is that is taken from us, the 
more aſſured hope have we of his attaining 
that better life; and this is a powerful 

argument to reſign ourſ Mc 
and r 


| What remains pI is, wy us hes to 
profit by the good examples of departed 
chriſtians z that when we are called upon, 
as ſhortly we ſhall, we may with holy 
truſt, phe ſteady ſubmiſſion to God's will, . 
commit ourſelves into the hands of our 
moſt metciful Creator and Redeemer. * Let 
us imitate the commendable actions, and 
reſemble the good diſpoſitions of thoſe who 
are gone before us,” that ſo we may, in 
God's due time, meet our deareſt friends 
- again, at a joyful and bleſſed reſurrection. 
Even then, when all thoſe who have died 
in the Lord © ſhall ſhine as the bright 
neſs of the firmament,” when *©* theſe our 
vile bodies ſhall be faſhioned like unto 
Chbhriſt's moſt glorious body,” to live and 
_ reign with! him ren ever. 5 


Eu 3 : | SER- 


pirit 


tempt. — 17 
tion of the joys of heaven, and — 3 
animate you more chearfully to obey the 
com nts of your God, in hopes , 
that bleſſed portion, which is nor ah — 
dene, ur ting? ar what ogy OY 
of another life, as-in. ſelf it is? It muſt | 
be confelled, that our conceptions of hea» 
ven are very ſhort and deſective, and 
we can better tell what it is not, than what 
it really is. Nor is it a diſparagement, but 
rather a commendation of that happy place, 
that we cannot give a full account of it. 
For our ideas are borrowed from this world; 
and if heaven bore a reſemblance to any 
thing in this world, it would not be very 
are both excellent and durable. God hath 
reſerved it for the privilege of our difſolu- 
tion, for the endearment of our entrance 
into his joys, that they ſhall be new to u, 
ſomething far above our expeQation, and 
a much * — 


i a far; as the We b 
warmth of its beams is to Gee 
gloom of darkneſs. He hath indeed a- 
dowed heaven out to us by whatever ſeems 
to us moſt agreeable or glorious in this 
world, by the ſplendor of a crown that 
fadeth not away, by the conſolation of 2 
good inheritance, and a treaſure that faileth 
not, by life which is moſt dear, and light 
— which. is moſt pleaſant to the ſons of men. 
But this is only done in compliance with 
our capacity, and is intended to ſhew us, 
that heaven ſhall be far ſuperior to what 
we moſt love and admire on earth. When 
Saint Paul was caught up to paradiſe, or 
the third heaven, and had a foretaſte off. 
that bliſs to which he was by and by to be 
exalted, he tells us, he heard unſpeak- 
able words, which it is not lawful for a 
man to utter, or rather, which it is 9 
poſlible for a man to utter. | SIS 


Our EA are king EPR PERS ſenſible : 
objects, and are but expreflive of the mi- 
nute occurrences of viſible things, they 


muſt, * fall far ſhort of deſcribing 
i 9 that 


the fame e hack! 24 


us in a 
moſt beautiful gradation, Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 


enen eee 


| him.” 
The eye hath wen bppent variety of objects, 
the ear hath heard ſtill more by the rela- 
tion of others, fro 


meſſengers from the ſkies; and the heart 
of man, by the dint of reafon and the force 


of imagination, by that active vigour and 


celeſtial ſpring which it has in itſelf, has 
diſcovered and conceived Kill more; but 


all its diſcoveries, all its conceptions, * 
not furniſh it with an adequate knowledge 
of eternal bleſſedneſs. For could we tell 


ever ſo minutely, what are the circum- 
ſtances that conſtitute the happineſs of 2 
glorified ſoul at this preſent inſtant, yet 


could we not know what new pleaſures | 


may flow in upon it, from the river of 
God, from the riches of his fulneſs, as its 
faculties are im proved through the days of 
eternity. I, 3 all the j * that it 

ſhall 


kl e en "ths 
earth, from the great deep, and even by 
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And as, the ſaints are. bl 


reſt and tranquility, ſo are they in the ime, 


proyement of the kaculties of mir d. 
mind. The balies gf. the, tighteon ſhall. 


be raiſed, at the laſt ie unn: 8. . 1 
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